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1. Pledge of Allegiance 

  (Pledge of Allegiance)  

2. Roll Call 

 PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Roll.   

 Roll Call:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues. 

3.   Approval of Minutes   

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Approval of minutes. 

  ALD. MASI:  So moved. 

  ALD. JOHNSON:  Second. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Masi, Alderman 

Johnson.  

  All in favor?   

  ALDERMANS:  Aye.  

4.  Correspondence, Communications and Reports 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Correspondence. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Nothing this 

evening.   

5.  For the Good of the City 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  For the Good of the City, 

anyone would like to address the council please step 

forward.   

  CHRIS BERNARD:  Good everyone.  My name is 

Chris Bernard.  I'm a resident of 26 Horton Avenue.  I'm 

a little nervous.  This is first -- my first time doing 
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this, so. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Take your time. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  (Inaudible), you're amongst 

friends. 

  MR. BERNARD:  I'm a resident of 26 Horton 

Avenue.  I stand before you today to address a pressing 

issue that address -- that affects not only myself, but 

also the safety and well-being of all residents in our 

community. 

  The issue at hand is an alarming prevalence of 

reckless and excessive speeding on and around Horton 

Avenue.  I have evidence in the form of video footage 

captured on -- by my house, security cameras showing the 

gravity of the situation on my phone.  I am willing to 

share this footage with you now or after this meeting, so 

you can witness firsthand the severity of the problem. 

  I've already started -- I've already shared 

this video and other videos with the shift lieutenant 

next door.  I implore -- implore upon this Council to 

conduct a comprehensive traffic survey not limited to 

Horton Avenue, but encompassing all adjacent streets to 

ascertain the extent of the speeding epidemic plaguing 

our city. 

 It is imperative that we explore viable solutions to 

mitigate the risk posed by reckless and excessive 
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speeders, less we suffer unnecessary consequences of 

property damage or, even worse, loss of life. 

 Also, keep in mind the proximity of Horton Avenue to 

our local schools.  The -- the safety of the children are 

at stake as well. 

 While I understand they -- speed humps have been 

proposed as a potential solution, I've been informed that 

the City's reluctance to implement them.  However, I 

firmly believe that this measure holds promise to 

addressing the issue at its core. 

  To this end, I am prepared to take proactive 

steps initiating a petition commencing with my own street 

to advocate for the installation of speed humps.  In 

fact, I have already taken the initiative to draft letter 

-- draft letters addressing homeowners of Horton Avenue 

outlining the urgency of this matter and soliciting their 

support in the form of a petition.  Thirty-five such 

letters are ready for distribution signaling the 

grassroots momentum behind this cause. 

  I urge the Council please recognize the 

imperative of this -- of the -- the nature of this plea 

and collaborate with residents in finding a viable 

solution to curb speeding on our local roadways.  By 

working together we can assure the safety and tranquility 

of our community.  Thank you so much for your attention 
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and your consideration. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Thank you.   

  Anyone else who would like to address the 

Council?   

6. Remark of Mayor 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Remarks of the 

Mayor.   

  JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  I'm not gonna 

grandstand on the issue, but I'm in agreement with you.  

We've had this discussion before and I think we need to 

really give it a look.  I know the chief can address the 

speed trailer.  We do do the analysis now as you know.  

We get the speeding numbers and the percentages, but it 

is a somewhat mini crisis for neighborhoods.  And there 

are the solutions. 

  I was in New York City on Sunday going down 

44th Street, 46th Street.  And guess what's in 44th 

Street and 46th Street in Manhattan where fire trucks go 

by, police cars go by -- 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Police cars, ambulance? 

  JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  Speed humps. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  They work? 

  JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  Sure they worked.  

And ride down yourself.  Big place like that can do it, 

there's no reason why we can't do it. 
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  But I'll move on.  I'll address some of these 

things in my State of the City will be on March 5th and 

at 7 p.m.  So that's for a special meeting to start at 7 

-- 7 p.m. on March 5th.   

  Any questions? 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for the 

Mayor? 

  JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  All right.  Thank 

you. 

7. Remarks of the Department Heads 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right.  Department 

Heads, Economic Development. 

  MARIA BRUNI, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Good 

evening, everyone.   

  This evening we had a community development 

agency meeting and the board, you, the board approved us 

to move on with the rehab of 84 Linden which will begin 

soon and be part of the program.  And -- and we'll get a 

home buyer there soon. 

  Also, Wednesday, February 28th at 4 p.m., our 

consolidated annual performance report, we have a public 

hearing.  That's our HUD keeper.  So there's a public 

hearing on February 28th at 4:00. 

  The Paramount Theatre, Bob Marley One Love 

continues until February 29th.  It's been a hit.  It -- 
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check our website for times and show dates. 

  Also, a new show announcement.  It's gonna be 

going on sale soon.  Let's Sing Taylor, the ultimate 

Taylor Swift tribute, so -- so that's coming soon.  So, 

again, check our middletownparamount.com for all the show 

listings and everything going on.  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for Maria? 

  MARIA BRUNI, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Any 

questions? 

  ALD. MASI:  Stay around. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right. 

  MARIA BRUNI, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Thank you, Maria. 

  DPW Commissioner. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Good evening, 

all. 

  I'll start off with our reservoirs.  They are 

at 100 percent capacity.   

  Highland Avenue tank, the work has been 

completed for the tank itself.  There are some other 

items that needs to be done.  However, the good news is 

the tank is back in service.  We put that in service on 

Saturday after doing joint inspection with the health 

department and after all the required samples were taken 

and have passed.   
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  There's still a lot of work to be done at the 

tank site such as (inaudible) protection, full protection 

for there with the ladder, some other items cleaning up 

and so on.  So that would be done along the next couple 

of weeks and that will be the end of it. 

  So, now, Highland Avenue has been back online, 

so we have adequate storage within our system.  We're 

gonna start taking the High Barney tank offline between 

tomorrow and the day after tomorrow.  They started 

switching over the telemetry at that tank site.  That 

tank site is very important for us, High Barney, because 

it's like our junction where all the wireless signal 

comes from Highland Avenue tank from County Route 78 

vault, from Mountain Avenue tank.  All these tanks, they 

report to High Barney and then from High Barney we shoot 

across to the water treatment plant.   

  So it's a very important hub for us.  So, 

tomorrow we're gonna be doing the transfer, taking the 

antennas off the tank, mounting them on a new pole in 

there, so we could have a good signal in there and 

communication between our -- among all tanks within the 

system -- within the water distribution system. 

  Last Tuesday we had a major snowstorm.  We 

haven't had that much snow for -- for awhile.  It was, 

like, 11-and-a-quarter inches in less than 24 hours.  And 
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-- and the guys did a tremendous job.  Our -- our guys in 

the street department, in the water department, some from 

the sanitation department, they all pitched in and they 

drove our plows and our small mason dump trucks and -- 

and sanders.  So, we're very grateful.  They done really 

a good job under the direction of Ross Mastria.  He's the 

deputy commissioner. 

  Tomorrow we -- we will be getting the black 

top.  You can see, we drive around in the city, everybody 

is complaining all around about potholes, potholes.  If 

you noticed, we have less potholes this year, if any, to 

be honest with you because that's because of the hard 

work of our street department.  They stay on top of it.   

  I reported to you before that we go down to New 

Jersey to bring in hot asphalt rather than using cold 

patch.  And hot asphalt does last for a long time versus 

cold -- using the cold patch.  I was in a discussion with 

the state.  Some -- some people from the DOT said, oh, my 

God, we never thought of that.  We're gonna start doing 

that.  So, because it's -- it's a lasting solution, it's 

not just temporary fix for the pothole. 

  So, tomorrow we're gonna be going down to New 

Jersey again, the street department is, and, you know, I 

think they're doing great job for us.   

  Spring cleanup, before you tonight there's a 
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resolution for the spring cleanup.  Should you approve it 

and the Mayor signs it, then it's gonna be -- I can read 

it.  You know what, I'm not gonna read it until you 

approve it.  I'm not gonna be presumptuous.  Part of it 

also is electronic drop-off date. 

  One more item we have a resolution before you 

for bond reduction for Magnolia Park.  That's for the 

roads that they've been accepted by us, been dedicated.  

They're not totally taken over by DPW to maintain them 

yet because of some -- couple of minor items.  But the 

bound reduction is before you tonight for approval.  And 

we appreciate that.   

  Any questions? 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for Jacob?  

  Alderman Masi. 

  ALD. MASI:  Commissioner, I'm sorry if I missed 

it, but how are the reservoirs? 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Alderman Masi, 

I -- I reported on the reservoirs.  I didn't mention you, 

but, yeah, rest assure they're in good shape. 

  ALD. MASI:  Thank you. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Yes, sir. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Kleiner. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Yes.  Commissioner, I got a 

notice that Wisner Avenue is going to be closed for a 
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while tomorrow.  Can you -- 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Yeah.  Tomorrow 

it's -- it's -- we sent -- I believe we send a message 

out already. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Yes. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Yeah, it's 

because -- 

  ALD. KLEINER:  For anyone who didn't -- 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  -- the plumber 

-- yeah.  A plumber is gonna be installing water service.  

Before they were gonna go from the curb over to the house 

and that's the corner house on Wisner and Highland.  

Unfortunately, it's galvanized water service and it's -- 

it's really in very bad shape under the road. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Okay. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  So, they're 

gonna open up the road tomorrow between 8:00 and 12:00.  

Thank you for mentioning that, but the people can see it 

now.  But we did send a message.  Yes.  And that's why. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Right. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  We're gonna 

minimize the downtime and we're gonna have detour sign 

and everything.  The plumber is doing it.  That's not 

city work. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Right. 
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  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  It's a private 

work, yeah. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Okay.  Thank you. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Yeah, sure.  

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Anyone else?   

  All right.  Thank you, Jacob. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  City Treasurer. 

  LEONORA LIZ, CITY TREASURER:  Good evening.  I 

have nothing for you this evening. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for the 

treasurer?   

  All right.  Thank you. 

  Police Chief. 

  JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  Good evening. 

  On the request of Alderman Kleiner, I actually 

brought our new animal control officer with me this 

evening, so I can introduce him to the Council.  This is 

Marcus Small.  Marcus has been with the City for four or 

five years now.  Started with us as a dispatcher, as a 

full-time dispatcher.  Worked many years there.   

  An amazing employee.  And this past fall he 

transitioned to animal control officer.  So this is 

Marcus.  He's -- he's a worker by all means.  He -- he 

goes out there and he works.  He's personable.  He has 
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flexible hours.  We don't keep him a steady, you know, 

business hours.  He does flex his hours to address the 

needs of the community.  So this is the Council and this 

is our new animal control officer. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Welcome. 

  JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  Same telephone as 

in the past.  Email is his first initial, last 

name@middletownpolice.com.  And he's here to help all of 

us.   

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Thank you. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Thank you for coming. 

  JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  Any questions for 

Marcus? 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Johnson. 

  ALD. JOHNSON:  Not a question, but comment.  

It's nice to finally make the name and the face. 

  MARCUS SMALL, ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER:  Yes, 

absolutely. 

  ALD. JOHNSON:  So, you know, I do rounds at 

Middletown Humane Society a couple of times a week.  The 

director is Maureen Hogan.  And as recently as seven 

hours ago, we were both singing your praises.  You're 

very attentive with paying a lot of attention to our 

needs at the shelter.  I think is -- it's a big 

improvement for the animals in the city.  And I wanted to 
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thank you on behalf of the shelter for the good work 

you're doing.  Thanks. 

  MARCUS SMALL, ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER:  Thank 

you very much. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Kleiner. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Because I get asked this a lot, 

you don't deal with feral cats or stray cats.  Is that 

correct? 

  MARCUS SMALL, ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER:  So -- so 

the City -- so the City does.  We don't have contracts 

right now, we are working on that.  But if there are any 

feral cat issues, you could definitely give me a call or 

contact the police department and then they'll notify me, 

so we can address those issues.  So, it's not something 

that we don't address. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Okay. 

  MARCUS SMALL, ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER:  We don't 

do it directly, but we do have outside companies that 

work with us to -- to address those issues. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Right.  Okay.  Thank you. 

  MARCUS SMALL, ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER:  Yep. 

  JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  One of the things 

that Marcus has been successful in is expanding our 

contracts.  The Council has approved some new contracts 

this past year.  He's also working on additional contract 
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to deal with the feral cats, so that we have another 

alternative to the -- the company that we utilize today 

as well.   

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right.  Thank you. 

  JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  Other than that, I 

just have one comment on one of the agenda items this is 

is the Cops Technology Grant.  That is a grant that was 

sponsored by Congressman Ryan.  That $3,000 would be to 

enhance and expand our closed-circuit camera system 

throughout the city.  Our goals are and we're working 

with our vendor now to get cameras to the Wickham/Wisner 

area, to the Monhagen/West Main area, and to the Dolson 

area.  So, depending on the buildout of what -- how much 

money -- how far we could stretch this money will 

determine how far we get those cameras.  But that's our 

goal with that money. 

  Other than that, I have nothing unless you have 

anything for me this evening. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any question for the 

police chief?  All right, Chief, thank you. 

  JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  Okay. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  City Clerk. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:    Good evening.  

As some of you may be aware, I'm the co-chair with 

Celines Rodriguez of the Mayor's Youth Council.  We're 
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having a recruitment night on February 26th here in the 

Council's chambers from 6 to 7.  If anybody at home wants 

to get your children involved in service organizations in 

the city, we invite you to come by.  We're excited that 

the Mayor has agreed to be a guest speaker that night.  

So, thank you, Mayor. 

  Also in that line, we're having a blood drive 

on March 26th from 3 to 7:30 p.m. at the Mulberry Senior 

Center.  You can call my office or Celines at the Rec 

Center to make an appointment and schedule yourself to 

come in and donate blood.  Supplies are running low and 

we could definitely use the help. 

  And, finally, just a reminder, we have stopped 

using the Nixle emergency alert system.  We're now using 

Civic Mass Notification.  If you have not already done 

so, I encourage you to sign up through the city website 

middletownny.gov.  On the left hand side you'll see a 

button that says alerts, click there and just fill out 

the information and you'll be kept up to speed on all the 

latest events and happenings in the City as well as road 

closures and any other weather-related emergencies.  

Thank you. 

8.  Public Hearings and Grievances 

    (None this evening) 
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9.  Petitions and Complaints 

  (None this evening) 

10.  Remarks of Alderman 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Remarks of 

Alderman, Alderman Masi. 

  ALD. MASI:  Yes.  I just want to thank 

Commissioner Tawil and the Department of Public Works for 

the job that they did with the snowplowing.  I come in a 

little after 7 in the morning.  And when I left my house, 

the roads were all clear all the way down to City Hall.  

So, tell the members thank you. 

  JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Will do.  Thank 

you.   

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Witt. 

  ALD. WITT:  I have nothing this evening. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Green. 

  ALD. GREEN:  Thank you.  Excuse me.  I just 

want to commend and -- and say thank you to those who 

were there at the opening of Gallery Chang on 55 North 

Street.  It was a beautiful opening.  Always nice to see 

new business open up and a new -- a new storefront there 

on -- on North Street.  And some of the art work was 

absolutely amazing.  And -- and I look forward to seeing 

what comes in there. 

  Alderman Kleiner and I will be restarting our 
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constituents meetings beginning in March, so that will be 

Monday, March 12th at 7:00 p.m. right here in the Council 

Chambers, so we look forward to seeing you.  Thanks. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Kleiner.   

  ALD. KLEINER:  Thank you for people who've 

asked our City Clerk, Mr. McCormack and has been talking 

with Channel 20 and Spectrum about the issues with some 

people have not been able to get the Council meetings on 

TV.  So, for those who are, if you can't get it, then 

you're not hearing this, so.  But -- but for those who 

are and get the word out that we are working on it trying 

to solve the problems. 

  I want to thank the Gilissa Cierra (phonetic) 

and -- and her staff.  They had a program for Black 

History Month this afternoon at the Senior Center and it 

was more than well attended.  They had to set up extra 

tables.  And it was a great event.  And Cici Calloway was 

there.  She's the daughter of Cab Calloway.  And it -- it 

was quite a interesting time.  I thank James Rollins too 

who gave a little history of Middletown and NWACP and 

such.  So it was a very nice event. 

  Our City Pride Cleanup we're hoping is going to 

be on April 20th.  So keep that date in mind for the City 

wide and the Pride Cleanup.   

  If the Record online, I criticize them a lot.  
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They did give another update on how gas prices have gone 

up another 2 cents.  Wow, you know, down -- down 80 

percent from the summer or 80 cents from the summer.  

But, nonetheless, they have a really interesting article 

and it's about the upcoming total solar eclipse that's 

gonna go through parts of New York State.  We'll be in 

about the 95 percent or so of it.  But that's on April 

8th.  And if you go to Record online, they do have the 

map on there and to show you exactly where it's going to 

be, so you can plan ahead.  And warnings, don't be like 

Mr. Trump and look directly at it with no protection.  

You do need solar glasses if you're gonna actually look 

at it directly.  So that will -- that will come up 

shortly.  And I guess that's it.  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderwoman Wray. 

  ALD. WRAY:  Good evening.  I don't have any 

real news for this evening except getting the news about 

the Taylor Swift tribute.  And I have a daughter who I'm 

almost afraid to tell her.  So, cool stuff at our 

Paramount, like, big names and it's exciting in our 

little city.  So I always get a little excited to hear 

about what's next.  Thanks.  

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Johnson. 

  ALD. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  With respect to the 

speeding conversation, the speaker may or may not be 
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aware that this has kind of been ongoing.  I won't 

grandstand either, Mr. Mayor.  We've basically gone 

through the obvious three solutions.  Many people call of 

us.  They want a 20 mile-per-hour speed limit in their 

neighborhood.  Many people their go to is more stop 

signs.  And many people are speed bumps. 

  I have kind of thought about and advocated for 

speed bumps.  Particularly, there are -- they are now 

being made where they can be removed.  So if you're 

worried about snow removal, you could take them out for 

the winter quarter and put them back in the spring. 

  None of those ideas have really prevailed, but 

that doesn't mean that we're not thinking about it and 

that we won't continue to try to address the issue. 

  Counterintuitively, many times when we put the 

-- put the speed trailer out, we find out it's not quite 

as egregious as a particular resident thinks it is.  But 

we have the trailer and we can just aggregate time of 

day, percent that are above.  And so it really gives us 

good data.  What we choose to do with it is the -- is the 

rub.  But thank you for bringing it to our attention 

again.   

  I attended the school board meeting last week 

and they had a building condition survey.  And the Twin 

Towers project appears to be going along well, on time 
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and on budget.  Hold that thought we'll see.  And also 

both the Superintendent, Mr. Tuttle, they -- they 

presented the administrative form of the budget, a 

portion I should say.  And we were also informed of the 

fact that in the first read for the Governor's budget, 

they're having approximately a 2 percent decrease in 

foundation aid.  This is thought to be a problem because 

it was allegedly promised and the money has already kind 

of been accounted for.  And, so, there may be -- there 

may be some time for creative thinking in this year's 

budget.  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Alderman Jean-

Francois. 

  ALD. JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Yes, good evening.  I'd 

like to agree with Alderman Masi and the Commissioner, 

the street department did an excellent job in the snow -- 

last snowstorm that we had.  I want to thank them for 

doing a great job and cleaning and keeping our city safe.  

Thank you. 

11.  Unfinished Business 

  (None this evening) 

12.  New Business.  

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  New business. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Good evening.  

We have a Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois 
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to enter into an agreement with the Orange County -- with 

Orange County for the fire safety trailer. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Jean-Francois, seconded by Alderman Masi.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Masi authorizing the surplus of 

vehicles in the police department. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Masi, seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson to increase the part-time 

police -- police assistant rate of pay to $23 an hour. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Green.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  
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Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray to amend the 2024 

Transportation Program contract to increase the total 

cost to $25,635. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderwoman Wray, seconded by Alderman Witt.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Kleiner to increase the senior 

trips' revenue line. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Kleiner, seconded by Alderman Masi.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Green to accept the 2023 Cops 

Technology Grant in the amount of $300,000. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Green, seconded by Alderman Kleiner.  Any 
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discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing an agreement with 

H2O for services at the Water Treatment Plant at a rate 

of $24,060.50 a month and at the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant at a rate of $31,918.75 per month. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Witt, seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?   

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Jean-Francois authorizing the 

2024 Annual Spring Cleanup and Electronic Dropoff Day. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Jean-Francois, seconded by Alderman Johnson.  

Any discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson approving the volunteer 
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firefighters' Length of Service Award Program list for 

2023. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Witt.  Any 

discussion?   

  Alderman Witt. 

  ALD. WITT:  Thank you.  So, I -- I would have 

asked this of the chief, police chief, but I'm gonna put 

my next door neighbor on the spot a little bit here.  I 

apologize for that.  We have the documentation that will 

be public that will show everybody who has earned this 

award and it's based on a point system.  And it appears 

that 50 is the magic number.  Can you give some context 

on what that means, please. 

  ALD. GREEN:  Yeah, absolutely.  I will be also 

abstaining from this vote just to put it out there.   

  ALD. WITT:  No, I apologize. 

  ALD. GREEN:  No, that's all right.  So, as you 

saw in your packets, basically, there are -- there's 94 

names on the list of active members of the fire 

department.  Just being on the list does not necessarily 

mean that you are eligible to receive the LOSAP award 

which we increased as a Council to $1,200 per year which 

is, basically, a retirement-type benefit to the 

firefighters. 
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  There's different categories in which you 

accrue points and numbers.  So, at that rate, you know, 

it's based off of call volume, what you make.  You know, 

you can max out certain -- certain categories there; 

social events you make; meetings; if there's any, you 

know, kind of hydrant cleanups, things like that that are 

details that are done, that's where you'll accrue your 

numbers. 

  I believe the magic number is a little over 50. 

  ALD. WITT:  Oh, is it?  I'm sorry. 

  ALD. GREEN:  Yeah.  No, it's okay.  But you 

will see that some people have numbers next to them.  

That's what they accrued in terms of points for the year.  

And, you know, those will carry on.  You'll see also 

there's a number I noticed on the sheet.  It does tell 

you how many years in a row you are -- the person has 

received it.  After five years you are vested in the 

program.  So, anyone whose got a five or above is 

eligible to receive that at age 62 I believe it is. 

  ALD. WITT:  Thank you. 

  ALD. GREEN:  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Anyone else?  

Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues. Abstain:  
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Green.  Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray authorizing amendment to 

City Code Ordinances to provide for a student 

transportation medallion.  

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderwoman Wray, seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.   

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing a reduction in the 

performance bond for ADC Middletown LLC Magnolia Park to 

$197,580. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderwoman Witt, seconded by Alderman Kleiner.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.   

13.  Local Laws 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  We have a local 

law this evening sponsored by Alderman Johnson in its 

introduction.  It's a local law allowing delinquent, 

overgrown vegetation, snow removal, garbage can, bulk 

pickup, dead tree removal, and building demolition 
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charges to be relevied into real property tax bills. 

14.  Audit of Claims and Accounts 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  For the record.  

Audit. 

  ALD. MASI:  Mr. President, I move the accounts 

be audited, the claims be adjusted and the City Treasurer 

be authorized to issue warrants for their payments. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Motion by Alderman Masi, 

seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Ayes: Jean-Francois, Johnson, Wray, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

15. Adjournment 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Move for adjournment. 

  ALD. MASI:  So moved. 

(PROCEEDING CONCLUDED) 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, LISA KANE, certify the foregoing transcript of proceedings 

of the February 20, 2024 Middletown City Council meeting was 

prepared using the required electronic equipment and is a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings. 

Signature: LISA KANE 
Date:  April 10, 2024 

Agency:  Veritext Legal Solutions 

   330 Old County Road - Suite 300 

   Mineola, NY 11501 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

  
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 3.1. Accept the Minutes of January 16, 2024 

4. CORRESPONDENCE, COMMUNICATION AND REPORTS 

5. FOR THE GOOD OF THE CITY 

6. REMARKS OF THE MAYOR 

7. REMARKS OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND GRIEVANCES 

9. PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS 

10. REMARKS OF THE ALDERMAN AND REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

12. NEW BUSINESS 

  34-24 Authorization to enter into an agreement with the County Of Orange for the Fire 
Safety Trailer for National Night Out  

  35-24 Authorization to Surplus Vehicles in the Police Department  

  36-24 Authorization to increase the Part Time Police Assistant rate increase to $23/hr 

  37-24 Authorization to Amend the 2024 Transportation Program Contract to Increase the 
Total Cost to $25,635.00 



  38-24 Authorization to Increase Senior Trips Revenue Line 

  39-24 Authorization to Accept the 2023 COPS Technology Grant in the amount of 
$300,000 

  40-24 Authorizes an Agreement with H20 for services at the Water Treatment Plant at a rate 
of $24,062.50 per month and at the Waste Water Treatment Plant at a rate 
of $31,918.75, per month 

  41-24 Authorization for 2024 Annual Spring Clean Up and Electronic Drop Off Day 

  42-24 Approval of the Volunteer Firefighters Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) 
List for 2023 

  43-24 Authorization to Amend City Code ordinances to Provide for a Student Transport 
Medallion 

  44-24 Authorization for a Reduction in the Performance Bond for ADC Middletown LLC, 
(Magnolia Park) to $197,580 

13. LOCAL LAWS 

   Introduction of Local Law #1 of 2024: A Local Law Allowing Delinquent 
Overgrown Vegetation, Snow Removal, Garbage Can, Bulk Pick-Up, Dead Tree 
Removal, And Building Demolition Charges To Be Relevied Into Real Property 
Tax Bills 

14. AUDIT OF CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 

 14.1. Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the 
Treasurer be Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Masi 
Seconded by: Alderman Johnson 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Accept the Minutes of January 16, 2024 
 

Accept the Minutes of January 16, 2024 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. 01.16.24 CC Minutes 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Seconded by: Alderman Masi 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 34-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to enter into an agreement with the County Of Orange for the Fire Safety 
Trailer for National Night Out  

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the attached agreement with the County Of Orange for the use of 
the Fire Safety Trailer for the National Night Out Against Crime event. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
John Ewanciw, Chief of Police 
 
Attachments: 
1. smoke trailer contract 
 















 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Masi 
Seconded by: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 35-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to Surplus Vehicles in the Police Department  
 

WHEREAS, the following vehicles are in disrepair, needing work that would cost more than the 
value of the vehicles; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and declares the following vehicles as surplus property and authorizes their disposal at a 
vehicle auction. 
  
Year Make VIN Number Vehicle 

number 
Color Issue(s) 

2014 Ford 1FAHP2MKXEG101152 33 Marked patrol Engine, exhaust, 
frame 

2007 Chevrolet 1GNFK03087R405178 31 TAC  Various electrical 
issues 

2009 Chevrolet 2G1WT57N691292859 29 Parking Electrical issues 



  
  
 
Prepared by:  
John Ewanciw, Chief of Police 
 
Attachments: 
1. 2024 VEHICLES SURPLUS- AUCTION 
 



 
 TELEPHONE

  JOHN EWANCIW 845-343-3151

     CHIEF OF POLICE  FAX NUMBER

 845-343-2660

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT
2 JAMES STREET

MIDDLETOWN, NEW  YORK  10940
ESTABLISHED 1888

February 9, 2024

Honorable Joseph M. DeStefano &
City of Middletown Common Council
16 James Street
Middletown, NY   10940

Dear Mayor DeStefano and Members of the Common Council:

Please accept this letter as my request to declare the following 
vehicles as surplus property:  

year make vin number vehicle 
number

color issue(s)

2014 Ford 1FAHP2MKXEG101152 33 marked patrol engine, exhaust, frame
2007 Chevrolet 1GNFK03087R405178 31 TAC various electrical issues
2009 Chevrolet 2G1WT57N691292859 29 Parking Electrical issues

These vehicles are in disrepair needing work that would cost more than 
the value of the vehicles. They would be disposed of by utilizing a 
vehicle auction. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Very truly yours,

John Ewanciw 
Chief of Police 

JE:ccd



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 36-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to increase the Part Time Police Assistant rate increase to $23/hr 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
and authorizes a one-dollar ($1) an hour change from $22/hr to $23/hr for a part-time Police 
Assistant. 
 
Prepared by:  
John Ewanciw, Chief of Police 
 
Attachments: 
1. pt police assistant increase 
 



               TELEPHONE 
  JOHN EWANCIW                        845-343-3151 

     CHIEF OF POLICE            FAX NUMBER  

              845-343-2660 

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2 JAMES STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, NEW  YORK  10940 
ESTABLISHED 1888 

 

 
 

 

 

February 9, 2024 

 

Honorable Joseph M. DeStefano & 

City of Middletown Common Council 

16 James Street 

Middletown, NY 10940 

 

Dear Mayor DeStefano and Members of the Common Council: 

 

I am requesting consideration for the change of rate for the Part time 

clerical position as Police Assistant from $22 per hour to $23 per hour.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 
 

John Ewanciw 

Chief of Police  

 

JE:ccd  

 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: Alderman Witt 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 37-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Authorization to Amend the 2024 Transportation Program Contract to Increase the Total 

Cost to $25,635.00 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the  Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes an amendment to an agreement with the County of Orange for 
Title III-B funding for the Transportation Program, increasing the cost from $23,200.50 to 
$25,635.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to add the additional funding 
to GA.4089 Other Government Aid. 
 
Prepared by:  
Julisa Sierra, Senior Center Dir 



 
Attachments: 
1. Amendment #5 for 2024 
2. City of Middletown Resolution 
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ORANGE COUNTY 

AMENDMENT 

NO:  5 EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2024

VENDOR:   City of Middletown

AGREEMENT FOR: Title III-B Funding for Transportation Services for the Elderly (RFP OFA01-20)

The Agreement for Vendor Services, dated January 1, 2021,  between the COUNTY OF ORANGE (“County”) 
and City of Middletown (“Vendor”) as previously amended by Amendment No. 4 dated November 8, 2023, as 
previously amended and extended by Amendment No. 3 dated January 1, 2023, as previously amended by 
Amendment No. 2 dated September 1, 2022, as previously amended and extended by Amendment No.1 dated 
January 1, 2022 (“Agreement”) is hereby further amended and extended as follows: 

1) EXTENSION OF TERM. The County hereby exercises its third option to extend the term of the Agreement 
for an additional one (1) year period commencing January 1, 2024, and ending December 31, 2024. (Renewal 
Term #3)

2) The annexed Schedule B-4 hereby supersedes and replaces Schedule B-3 (annexed to Amendment #4) in its 
entirety. 

3) NOT-TO-EXCEED COST.  The not-to-exceed cost set forth in Article 3 of the Agreement is increased by 
$25,635.00 to $137,740.50 as more particularly set forth below.  

4) SEXUAL HARASSMENT CERTIFICATION.  Pursuant to the New York State Finance Law §139-l, by 
execution of this Amendment No. 5 the Vendor and the individual signing this Amendment No. 5 on behalf of 
the Vendor certifies, under penalty of perjury, that the Vendor has and has implemented a written policy 
addressing sexual harassment prevention in the workplace and provides annual sexual harassment prevention 
training to all of its employees. Such policy shall, at a minimum, meet the requirements of Section 201-g of the 
New York State Labor Law. A model policy and training has been created by the New York State Department 
of Labor and can be found on its website at: 

https://www.ny.gov/programs/combating-sexual-harassment-workplace

The County’s policy against sexual harassment and other unlawful discrimination and harassment in the 
workplace can be found on the County’s website at:

https://www.orangecountygov.com/1137/Human-Resources

5). INTEGRATION.  Except as modified by this Amendment No. 5, the Agreement shall remain unchanged and 
in full force and effect.  The terms used in this Amendment No. 5, unless otherwise defined in this Amendment 
No. 5, shall have the meanings as set forth in the Agreement.  If there shall be any conflict or inconsistency 
between the terms and conditions of this Amendment No. 5, and the Agreement, the terms and conditions of 
this Amendment No. 5, shall control.  

https://www.ny.gov/programs/combating-sexual-harassment-workplace
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1137/Human-Resources


2

6).    SIGNATURES.  A manually signed copy of this Amendment No. 5, delivered by facsimile, email, or other 
means of electronic transmission shall be deemed to have the same legal force and effect as delivery of an 
original signed copy of this Amendment No 5.

The foregoing changes result in the following adjustment of Agreement not-to-exceed cost and term as 
follows:

Agreement Not-to-Exceed Cost Prior to this Amendment $112,105.50
Net Increase resulting from this Amendment $25,635.00
Agreement Not-to- Exceed Cost including this Amendment $137,740.50

Agreement Term Prior to this Amendment                         1/1/2021 – 12/31/2023
Agreement Term including this Amendment 1/1/2021 – 12/31/2024.

COUNTY VENDOR

_____________________________________ _____________________________________

By: __________________________________ By: __________________________________

Title: _______________________________ Title: _______________________________

Date: _______________________________ Date:  _______________________________
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SCHEDULE B-4

FEES AND EXPENSES

UNITS OF SERVICE UNIT COST TOTAL BUDGET/
COST OF SERVICE

6,344 units of Transportation $20.77 (per one way trip 
per person) $131,764.00

The COUNTY and VENDOR agree that the sources utilized to fund the Total Cost of Service of 
$131,764.00 shall be as follows:

(a) Area Agency Funds – For the satisfactory provision of the SERVICES, the COUNTY will 
reimburse VENDOR in a total amount not to exceed $25,635.00;

(b) Anticipated Income – Voluntary contributions in the amount of $6,315.00 anticipated to 
be received during the term of this Agreement from those individuals who receive the SERVICES from 
VENDOR pursuant to this Agreement, which shall be retained by VENDOR and used to expand the 
SERVICES; and

(c) Subcontractor Funds – VENDOR shall contribute the sum of $99,814.00. 
to the cost of the SERVICES after application of those voluntary contributions received from those 
individuals who receive the SERVICES.

Please Note - Vendor acknowledges and understands that the risk that the voluntary contributions actually 
received may be less than the $6,315.00 projected on Schedule B-4 to the Agreement shall be borne by 
Vendor.





 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Masi 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 38-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to Increase Senior Trips Revenue Line 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
and authorizes an increase in the Senior Center Trips and Activity Revenue line (A. 2351) and the 
expense line (A.6772.467) from $70,000 to $87,917.27, to cover the anticipated cost of upcoming 
senior trips. 
  

 
 



Prepared by:  
Julisa Sierra, Senior Center Dir 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Green 
Seconded by: Alderman Kleiner 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 39-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to Accept the 2023 COPS Technology Grant in the amount of $300,000 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
and accepts a $300,000 grant to participate in the COPS Technology and Equipment Program 
effective through December 31, 2024.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment  and authorizes the Treasurer to deposit the funds into the COPS grant budget line, 
A.3134.200 
 
The FY 2023 COPS Office Technology and Equipment Program (TEP) is an invitation only 
grant program designed to develop and acquire effective equipment, technologies, and 
interoperable communications that assist in responding to and preventing crime. 
 
Prepared by:  
John Ewanciw, Chief of Police 



 
Attachments: 
1. DOJ COPS GRANT 20232024 
 



               TELEPHONE 
  JOHN EWANCIW                        845-343-3151 

     CHIEF OF POLICE            FAX NUMBER  

              845-343-2660 

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2 JAMES STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, NEW  YORK  10940 
ESTABLISHED 1888 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 2024 

 

Mayor Joseph DeStefano  

Members of the Common Council  

And Board of Estimate 

City of Middletown  

16 James Street  

Middletown, New York 10940 

 

RE: 15JCOPS-23-GG-01692-TECP 

FY 2023 COPS Technology and Equipment Program Invitational Solicitation 

 

Dear Mayor DeStefano and Members,  

 

The City of Middletown Police Department has been awarded $300,000 to 

participate in the COPS Technology and Equipment Program effective 

through December 31, 2024.  

 

The FY 2023 COPS Office Technology and Equipment Program (TEP) is an 

invitation – only grant program designed to develop and acquire effective 

equipment, technologies, and interoperable communications that assist in 

responding to and preventing crime.  

 

Upon approval, I am asking that this funding be added to the already 

created COPS grant budget line, A.3134.200. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

John Ewanciw 

Chief of Police 

 

 

JE:ccd  



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Witt 
Seconded by: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 40-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorizes an Agreement with H20 for services at the Water Treatment Plant at a rate 
of $24,062.50 per month and at the Waste Water Treatment Plant at a rate of $31,918.75, per 

month 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and 
authorizes an agreement with H2O, dated February 8, 2024, for monthly services at the Water Treatment Plant 
(WTP) and Waste Water Treatment Plan (WWTP). The fee for services at the WTP for 2024 will be a total of 
$24,062.50 per month for 12 months. This is currently a budgeted item.  The fee for services, plus an 
additional full-time 3A operator, at the WWTP for 2024 will be a total of $31,918.75 per month for 12 months. 
This is currently a budgeted item. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
Jacob Tawil 
 



Attachments: 
1. MEMO- BOE H2O-JCO 2024 RENEWAL WTP WWTP 
 



   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

                            MEMORANDUM

Date:      February 9, 2024

To:         Honorable Mayor DeStefano, Members of the Board of Estimate

               and Apportionment, Members of the Common Council

Cc:         Leonora Liz, Treasurer and Richard McCormack, City Clerk

From:     Jacob Tawil, Commissioner of Public Works

Re:         Approval of Proposal from H2O for Services at the WTP & WWTP

We are hereby requesting you to consider and approve the enclosed proposal 
from H2O, dated February 8, 2024, requesting renewal of the contracts for 
monthly services at the WTP and WWTP.

The fee for services at the WTP for 2024 will be a total of $24,062.50 per 
month for 12 months. This is currently a budgeted item.

The fee for services, plus an additional full time 3A operator, at the WWTP 
for 2024 will be a total of $31,918.75 per month for 12 months. This is 
currently a budgeted item.

Thank you.                   
     

JT/kg



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Seconded by: Alderman Johnson 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 41-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization for 2024 Annual Spring Clean Up and Electronic Drop Off Day 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the 2024 Annual Spring Clean Up and Electronic Drop Off Day 
based on the following schedule: 
 
Week of April 8, 2024, 4th Ward 
Week of April 15, 2024, 3rd Ward 
Week of April 22, 2024, 2nd Ward 
Week of April 29, 2024, 1st Ward 
 
Saturday, May 11, 2024, Electronic Drop Off Day from 8 AM-3 PM under the same conditions as in previous 
years with drop off to be located at DPW facilities at 76 Monhagen Ave. DPW employees will be present to 
assist in the operation.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes the Commissioner of Public Works to hire Advanced Recycling at $1,900 per 



day for picking up the electronic recycling.  
 
Prepared by:  
Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. MEMO- 2024 SPRING CLEAN UP AND ELECTRONIC PICK UP MEMO 
 



 

   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 

                            MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:      February 13, 2024 

 

To:         Honorable Mayor DeStefano, Honorable Members of the Board 

               of Estimate and Apportionment, Members of the Common Council 

 

Cc:         Leonora Liz, Treasurer, Richard McCormack, Clerk 

 

From:     Jacob Tawil, Commissioner of Public Works 

 

Re :        2024 Spring Annual Clean Up Week and Electronics Drop Off Event 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

We are respectfully requesting a resolution approving the attached dates for the 

City’s annual spring clean-up and electronic drop off event. 

 

Spring Clean Up will begin on Monday April 8, 2024 in the Fourth Ward, April 

15, 2024 in the Third Ward, April 22, 2024 in the Second Ward and will end the 

week of April 29, 2024 in the First Ward. The pickup schedule is attached.  

 

Following the Spring Clean Up, an Electronics Drop Off Event for City residents 

will be scheduled for Saturday May 11, 2024 from 8:00am until 3:00pm, under the 

same conditions as per previous years with drop off to be located at DPW facilities 

at 76 Monhagen Ave. DPW employees will be present to assist in the operation. 

We are requesting authorization that the Commissioner of Public Works be able to 

hire Advanced Recycling at a price of $1,900 per day for picking up the electronic 

recycling.  

 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderman Witt 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 42-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green   X  

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 7  1 1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Approval of the Volunteer Firefighters Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) List 
for 2023 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby approves the 
attached Volunteer Firefighters Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) List for 2023. 
 
Prepared by:  
Andrew Green, Secretary 
 
Attachments: 
1. LOSAP_City Hall Forms 
 





















 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: Alderman Johnson 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 43-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to Amend City Code ordinances to Provide for a Student Transport 
Medallion 

 

WHEREAS, at the recommendation of the Police Department, the Common Council wishes to amend 
the City of Middletown’s taxicab ordinances to provide for a student transport medallion, and 

NOW, therefore, be it RESOLVED AND ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown as follows: 

Section 1.  Chapter 433 of the Code of the City of Middletown, Taxicabs, is hereby amended by adding a new 
Subsection F to Section 433-14, License Plate and Card, to read as follows: 

            F.  Student transport taxicab license.   Owners of vehicles larger than a four-door sedan or station 
wagon that are used to lawfully transport children to and from schools must apply for a student transport 
taxicab license.  Such applicants must comply with all of the requirements of this section and chapter, except 
the auction provisions contained in § 433-24D(3) and the rate card provisions contained in § 433-20B, and 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter.  The fee for a student transport taxicab license shall be 
$300.  Student transport taxicab licenses shall be limited to 15 and are not transferable. Such licenses shall be 

https://ecode360.com/11068525#11068525
https://ecode360.com/11068504#11068504


issued as of April 1 in each and every year and shall expire on the March 31 next succeeding, unless sooner 
suspended or revoked.  A student transport taxicab license must be issued for a specific vehicle, and shall not 
be used for any other vehicle, except by permission of the Chief of Police or his designee.  A violation of any 
provision of this subsection shall result in the revocation of the student transport taxicab license, as well as 
subject the violator to any of the penalties provided in Section 433-27 of this chapter. 
Section 2.  Chapter 433 of the Code of the City of Middletown, Taxicabs, is hereby amended by adding a new 
Paragraph (6) to Subsection C of Section 433-13, Inspection before licensing vehicles; insurance, to read as 
follows: 

            (6)  Student transport vehicles.  Student transport vehicles licensed pursuant to the provisions of § 433-
14F of this chapter must be inspected in accordance with all of the provisions of Subsection B and 
Subsection C(1) through (4), above. 
Section 3.  Chapter 433 of the Code of the City of Middletown, Taxicabs, is hereby amended by adding a new 
sentence at the end of Paragraph (1) of Subsection A of Section 433-20, Rates of fare, to read as follows: 

            The provisions of this Subsection shall also not apply to any provider of student transport services who 
has received a student transport license pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter. 

Section 4.  Chapter 433 of the Code of the City of Middletown, Taxicabs, is hereby amended by adding a new 
sentence at the end of Paragraph (1) of Subsection C of Section 433-20, Rates of fare, to read as follows: 

            The provisions of this Subsection shall also not apply to any provider of student transport services who 
has received a student transport license pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter. 
Section 5.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

  

 
Prepared by:  
Alex Smith, Corporation Counsel 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 

https://ecode360.com/33301609#33301609
https://ecode360.com/11068492#11068492
https://ecode360.com/11068492#11068492
https://ecode360.com/11068476#11068476
https://ecode360.com/11068478#11068478
https://ecode360.com/33301608#33301608


 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Witt 
Seconded by: Alderman Kleiner 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No: 44-24 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin    X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization for a Reduction in the Performance Bond for ADC Middletown LLC, 
(Magnolia Park) to $197,580 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
and authorizes a reduction of the performance bond for ADC Middletown LLC from $3,440,107.41 
to $197580 based on the attached recommendation. 
 
Prepared by:  
Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. ADC Middletown LLC Bond Reduction Request and Maintenance Bond Ltr. Updated 

1.18.24. 
 























 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: February 20, 2024 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Introduction of Local Law #1 of 2024: A Local Law Allowing Delinquent Overgrown 
Vegetation, Snow Removal, Garbage Can, Bulk Pick-Up, Dead Tree Removal, And 

Building Demolition Charges To Be Relevied Into Real Property Tax Bills 
 

LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2024 
  
A LOCAL LAW ALLOWING DELINQUENT OVERGROWN VEGETATION, SNOW 
REMOVAL, GARBAGE CAN, BULK PICK-UP, DEAD TREE REMOVAL, AND BUILDING 
DEMOLITION CHARGES TO BE RELEVIED INTO REAL PROPERTY TAX BILLS 
  
BE IT ENACTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN AS 
FOLLOWS: 
  
Section 1.  Purpose of this Enactment. 
  



The purpose of this enactment is to allow delinquent overgrown vegetation, snow removal, 
garbage can, bulk pick-up, dead tree removal, and building demolition charges to be re-levied 
into real property tax bills. 
 
   
Section 2.  Section 79 of the Charter of the City of Middletown is hereby amended to add a new 
Paragraph 4, to read in its entirety as follows: 
  
Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph 1, above, in this Section, and notwithstanding any 
other provision in this Charter, any overgrown vegetation, snow removal, garbage can, bulk 
pick-up, dead tree removal, or building demolition charge not received by the Treasurer by its 
due date shall be considered delinquent, and shall be levied, together with late-payment fees, into 
the general city property tax at the time of the next levy.  Such amounts shall be indicated in a 
separate column on the tax roll issued against the subject real property.  Such re-levied 
overgrown vegetation, snow removal, garbage can, bulk pick-up, dead tree removal, and building 
demolition liens shall be subject to the same penalties imposed for the nonpayment of City taxes, 
and shall be collected in the same manner as provided in this Charter for the collection and 
enforcement of delinquent property taxes. 
  
Section 3.   Severability. 
  
If the provisions of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or clause of this Local 
Law shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such order of judgment shall 
not affect or invalidate the remainder of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision 
or clause of this Local Law. 
 
   
Section 4.  Effective Date. 
  
This Local Law shall be effective upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
Prepared by:  
Alex Smith, Corporation Counsel 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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