
 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
JANUARY 20, 2026  

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 3.1. Accept the Minutes of January 2, 2026 

 3.2. Accept Minutes of December 9, 2025 

 3.3. Accept Minutes of December 16, 2025 

4. CORRESPONDENCE, COMMUNICATION AND REPORTS 

5. FOR THE GOOD OF THE CITY 

6. REMARKS OF THE MAYOR 

7. REMARKS OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND GRIEVANCES 

9. PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS 

10. REMARKS OF THE ALDERMAN AND REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

12. NEW BUSINESS 

  22-26 Resolution Re-appointing Alderman Paul Johnson to the City of Middletown Local 
Development Corporation 

  23-26 Resolution Authorizing a Proposal from RBT CPA, LLP for the Auditing Services 
for Fiscal Year 2025 

  24-26 Resolution Authorizing An Agreement With Orange County For Compensating Use 
Tax Sharing 



  25-26 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Tri-State Geese Police Patrol 2026 

  26-26 Resolution Authorizing An Updated Agreement With CivicPlus (Recreation 
Management) With Five-Year Locked-In Pricing 

  27-26 Authorization to transfer within the 2025 Fire Budget to cover the cost of a new 
vehicle. 

  28-26 Resolution Authorizing First Instance Funding For The Middletown Traffic 
Operations, Stage 1 Transportation Project 

  29-26 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Pepsi-Cola of the Hudson Valley 

  30-26 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with The Humane Society of Port 
Jervis/Deerpark 

13. LOCAL LAWS 

14. AUDIT OF CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 

 14.1. Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the 
Treasurer be Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Accept the Minutes of January 2, 2026 
 

Accept the Minutes of January 2, 2026 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. 01.02.26 CC Minutes 
 



COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

January 2, 2026 Minutes 
City Hall 

16 James Street 
Middletown, New York 10940 

J. Miguel Rodrigues, President 
Ald. Jude Jean-Francois

Ald. Andrew Green 
Ald. Paul Johnson  

Ald. Gerald Kleiner  
Ald. Sparrow Tobin  

Ald. Kevin Witt  
Ald. Kate Wray 

Ald. Joseph Masi (Absent) 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Richard McCormack, City Clerk  

Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Middletown, New York 

Common Council Reorganizational Meeting 

January 2, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

ALL:  Pledge allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America, and to the republic 

for which it stands, one nation, under God, 

indivisible with liberty and justice for all. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  If we 

could just remain standing, and I asked 

Middletown High School graduate Vincenzia Elia to 

come up and sing The National Anthem. 

VINCENZIA ELIA:  Hello?  Okay.  That's 

okay. 

(The National Anthem Performed by  

Vincenzia Elia) 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Great 

job.  Thank you.  At this time, I would like to 

introduce our Congressman Pat Ryan, and he will 

do the oath of office.  Got a whole crew coming, 

huh?  (Indiscernible). 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Oh, no wait.  

It won't go over on TV.  Oh, okay.  Do you want 

to use -- how can I help you? 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  We've got that 

all sorted now.  As an Irish Catholic, I can 

appreciate the size if these families.  Before we 

do the swearing in, I just very briefly want to 



 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

say thank you both and thank you to the entire 

council and, Mayor DeStefano, especially thank 

you to you for including me and inviting me.  

It's really truly an honor to be in this room.   

There's a lot of things we need to work 

on in this country in our democracy.  If the 

energy, the sense of community, the working 

together regardless of any party or any other 

labels that happened here in the city of 

Middletown were happening around the country, and 

certainly within the body in which I serve, we'd 

be in a much, much better place.  So it's truly 

an honor for -- 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- for me to be 

here.  And I will take the model that you all 

have set here in the city and try to bring it 

down to my colleagues in D.C. and talk some 

sense, maybe knock some sense into everybody down 

there. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Good 

luck. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Yeah.  Good 

luck.  That's right.  Luck of the Irish.  The 

second thing that I just want to briefly say 
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before we swear in each of these incredible 

public servants is that this year starts for 

those of you -- I think a lot in this room are 

probably history buffs or nerds like me.  This 

year is the beginning of the 250th birthday of 

our nation, the greatest nation in the history of 

the world in the United States of America. 

And on July 4, 2026, it is a pivotal 

testing point for us of can we keep this going.  

Can we continue to live up to what we -- the 

words we just said in the Pledge of liberty and 

justice for all?  Can we live up to the words and 

the spirit of the incredible performance of the 

Star Spangled Banner that we just heard sung? 

And I worry about that.  I think a lot 

of us worry about that right now in the country.  

And so the solution to those challenges is not 

going to come top down, it's going to come bottom 

up.  It's going to come from these chambers.  

It's going to come from the elected officials 

here who are sacrificing for the greater good who 

are giving up time with family, giving up time 

with friends, giving up time, what I call sweat 

pants time when you're home, and you know, you 

just don't -- you can let your guard down. 
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You're giving that time up to serve 

this community, and you all are true patriots for 

that.  And so my closing words and request to 

each of you before we swear you in, some of you 

for another term, some of you for beginning of 

hopefully a long term of service, think about the 

founders 249, almost 250 years ago who wrote 

those words in The Declaration, our founding 

mothers and fathers. 

Looking around this room, we are that 

next generation of founding mothers and fathers 

and brothers and sisters.  No one else is going 

to do it.  If we don't do it, if we don't figure 

out how to come together and rebuild trust 

between the government and the people, we're in 

real trouble. 

But knowing everybody here, especially 

knowing your great mayor and knowing all of the 

elected officials here, I am optimistic that 

we're going to do that, and I know that that is 

the commitment that each of you are going to take 

in this oath as we take an oath of support to our 

constitution of both our U.S. Constitution and 

the Constitution of the State of New York. 

So, congratulations to each of you to 
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whom much is given, much is expected.  So, you 

know, we're going to continue to ask you all to 

do more and to serve the community.  And anything 

that you need in the city of Middletown, I think 

you all know this, I know the mayor knows this, 

I'm here.  Your great state senator is here.  Not 

only is your assembly -- one assembly person 

here, but you've got a bonus assembly person in 

Jonathan Jacobson and Paula Kay and Senator 

Skoufis.  All of us are one team together working 

to serve the people in Middletown. 

So, again, congratulations and now 

we'll get to the part that you're all here for, 

which is the swearing in.  All right.  So do you 

guys want to do this together then?  Is that what 

we're going to do?  All right.  So we're going to 

start with Mayor DeStefano and Alderman-At-Large 

Rodriguez.  Ready?  You both have -- that's very 

cute that you're sharing the Bible like that. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  We've done 

this a lot. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  All right.  

Please raise your right hand, repeat after me.  I 

do solemnly swear -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I do solemnly 
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swear -- 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I do 

solemnly swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- that 

I will support the Constitution of the United 

States -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- and 

the Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- and 

that I will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of Mayor -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- of Mayor -- 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- 

Alderman-At-Large -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and Alderman-

At-Large according to the best of my ability -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- according 

to the best of my ability. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- 

according to the best of my ability -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- so help me 

God. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- so 

help me God. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations.  

All right.  Next we're going to swear in your 

judge.  Judge, please come forward.  Let's give 

him a round of applause. 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Do you want to 

use that (indiscernible) Bible?  If you want to 

hold it, ma'am, on his left?  Please raise your 

right hand and repeat after me.  I, state your 
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full name -- 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  I, Steven 

Brockett -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I will 

support The Constitution of the United States -- 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- that I will 

support The Constitution of the United States -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and The 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- and The 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of Judge -- 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- of the 

Office of Judge -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- to the best 

of my ability -- 
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JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- to the best 

of my ability -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- so help me 

God. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Of course.  Of 

course.  Take your picture after too. 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  Oh, okay.  

We'll do that. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Yeah, yeah.  

I'll be around.  Of course.  I'm going to put 

this so that -- we want people to be able to hear 

that. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  So at 

this time, we'll go by ward.  First Ward? 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Alderman Kevin 

Witt. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you, sir. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Please give him 

a round of applause. 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  (Indiscernible) 
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you rather than me. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  That's fine.   

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Because we're 

going to get better each time -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- we do this. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you, sir.  

Thank you. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  I, state your 

name -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  I, Kevin Witt -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 
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ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- that I will 

faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of First Ward Alderman -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- of the Office 

of First Ward Alderman -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- according to 

the best of my abilities -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- according to 

the best of my abilities -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- so help me 

God. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you, sir. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Second 

Ward? 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Do you guys want 

to do it together or separate?  It's up to you. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Oh, this is 

your first time? 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Yeah, let's do 

it separate.  We've got time. 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Yeah. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  We've got time. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Good to see 

you. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Thank you so 

much. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  You got a Bible? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Yeah.  That's 

my father. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations, 

sir. 

MR. GREEN:  (Indiscernible). 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  If you want to 

go on his left. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  You got it.  

Okay. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Closer. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Oh, all right.  

Yeah, here.  We can move a little closer. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  I, state your 

full name -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  I, Andrew Green 

-- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- do solemnly 
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swear -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of Second Ward Alderman -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- of the 

Office of Second Ward Alderman -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- to the best 

of my ability -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- to the best 

of my ability -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  -- so help me 

God. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Alderman Kevin 

Gomez. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  Thank you.  

(Indiscernible).  Four. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Step up 

(indiscernible). 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  Thank you. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Are you guys 

proud of this guy?  I, state your full name -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  I, Kevin Gomez -

- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 
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ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of Second Ward Alderman -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- of the office 

of Second Ward Alderman -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- to the best 

of my ability -- 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- to the best 

of my abilities -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  -- so help me 

God. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Alderwoman Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  We're going 

together.  We've been together (indiscernible). 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  They're 

special.  Third Ward, best ward. 
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ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Best ward. 

ALL:  Oh. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Miguel knows 

which ward is the best ward. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  There's 

three versus all of them. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  You're in charge 

of our book. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Left hand on 

the book, right hand high. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Left hand on the 

book, right hands up.  Team spirit here.  You're 

both going to have to say your name at the same 

time though, right? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  We'll be good.  

I'll remember mine.  (Indiscernible). 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  I, state your 

name -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  I, Katie Wray -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  I, Paul Johnson 

-- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 
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ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I'll 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and I will 

faithfully discharge the duties -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- and I will 

faithfully discharge the duties -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- and I will 

faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of the Third Ward Alderperson -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- of the Office 

of Third Ward Aldermen -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- of the 
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Office of Third Ward Aldermen -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- according to 

the best of my ability -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- according to 

the best of my abilities -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- according to 

the best of my ability -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  -- so help us 

God. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  -- so help us 

God. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Fourth 

Ward? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.  

Appreciate it. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Together? 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  First time. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  I, state your 

name -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  I, Alex 

Rodriguez -- 
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ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  I, Jude 

Jean-Francois -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- do solemnly 

swear -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- do 

solemnly swear -- 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- do 

solemnly swear -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- that I 

will support the Constitution of the United 

States -- 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- that I 

will support the Constitution of the United 

States. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- and the 

Constitution of the State of New York -- 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- and 

the Constitution of the State of New York -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- and I will 
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faithfully discharge the duties -- 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- and I 

will faithfully discharge the duties -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- of the Office 

of Fourth Ward Aldermen -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- of the 

Office of Fourth Ward Aldermen -- 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- of the 

Office of Fourth Ward Alderman -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- according to 

the best of my ability -- 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- according 

to the best of my ability -- 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- 

according to the best of my ability -- 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  -- so help me 

God. 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  -- so help me 

God. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  -- so 

help me God. 

CONGRESSMAN PAT RYAN:  Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 
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right.  For the first time, I'll ask the clerk to 

call the roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Rodriguez? 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman -- 

yeah, here.  Alderman Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderwoman 

Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Gomez? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Masi?  Mr. Masi is absent.  President Rodriguez? 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Quorum is 

present. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Remarks of the mayor. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I'm going to 

do them from up here this evening.  So, first, I 

want to thank Vincenzia Elia for once again 

performing the Star Spangled -- or National 

Anthem, I mean.  You did a great job, and 

Middletown High School is very proud of you.  So 

thank you. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I want to 

begin by thanking all of you for being here 

today.  It's truly an honor to stand before you 

once again in the humble and trusted place, and 

the trust that you have placed in me, and I'm 

grateful for the opportunity to once again serve 

the residents of the City of Middletown. 

I want to begin by thanking Congressman 

Ryan for administering the oath of office to all 

of us this evening.  Congressman, your support 

and partnership and your advocacy on behalf of 

all of us, all of our cities and all of the towns 
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in your district and in our region, has made a 

real difference.  We need you in Washington, 

D.C., and we're going to be there next year for 

you when you're running for re-election.  I can 

assure you of that. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I also want to 

acknowledge our other state and local officials 

that are here this evening, Senator Skoufis and 

Assemblywoman Kay and our visiting assemblyman 

from Newburgh, Jonathan G. Jacobson, who I've 

known for many, many years going back to his 

chairmanship.  And I still like him.  That's a 

surprise. 

So along with Janet Sutherland, our 

county legislator, who's done a fantastic job for 

us for the past four years, and Sparrow Tobin, 

our new county legislator.  Your presence here 

reflects the importance of working 

(indiscernible) -- 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- of working 

together across all levels of government 

regardless of party affiliation and for the good 

of all our residents.  I extend my sincere 
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congratulations of thanks to the Honorable Judge 

Brockett for his service and dedication to 

justice and to our community.  And your years of 

service here in the city of Middletown are deeply 

appreciated, and we look forward to another 

successful term from Judge Brockett.  So thank 

you. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I also need to 

recognize our leadership of our legislative 

branch, Council President Rodrigues.  I need to 

thank him for his friendship, his partnership, 

his leadership, and your dedication to the people 

of the city of Middletown.  And that includes to 

the entire -- that extends to the entire common 

council. 

Those of us who are -- those of you who 

are returning for a new term, and our new 

members, Kevin Gomez and Alex Rodriguez.  We're 

going to have some confusion in the future.  We 

have to go with Rodrigues with an S and Rodriguez 

with a Z.  But we'll get there.  We'll make it 

work. 

You know, our families are a very 

important part of the -- what we do here because 
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they really -- this -- as the congressman touched 

on, our families do pay a price.  And also, 

running a campaign.  I don't want to be 

political, but campaign volunteers like Marie 

Ingrassia.  I think Maria is here this evening.  

She's our Middletown Democratic Chairperson. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  She is just an 

outstanding volunteer here in the city of 

Middletown, not only party/partisan ways, but for 

the community as a whole.  So I think Maria. 

We have some of our young superstars 

from the campaign.  Natlie, Amaya, Kayla, Sheila, 

Maidson, Noah, Elijah.  They did some great 

videos and some great campaigning, so thank you, 

and thank you to those that are here today. 

And we know about that beautiful mosaic 

that we call Middletown, our diverse immigrant 

communities that are here in our community that 

came together as a coalition of different groups 

in our city.  The Latino community, they're here 

tonight.  The Asian community and so many more 

groups that came out.   

And the congressman referenced the D.C. 

politics.  And we sort of had like a D.C. 
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political campaign here in Middletown this last 

time.  And Middletown rejected that type of 

campaigning.  And this community came together.  

I see Juan in the back and others who were just 

fantastic people who came together from the 

Latinos, the Asian communities, all groups that 

were being attacked came together during this 

campaign and really did a solid job for us. 

And as the whole ticket -- not just me, 

but the whole ticket, and we -- you know, through 

it all, we stood tall.  I'm going to be a little 

Frank Sinatra for you, right?  I'm not really 

going to sing the rest of it, but we did manage 

to win a close one this time. 

So I want to thank them for all their 

dedication and commitment because it's important 

to recognize those who really put our city before 

politics, and they all did.  So thank you very 

much, and it was great to see young people 

involved in the political process. 

So, Alderman Gomez, Alderman Rodriguez, 

welcome.  Welcome to your families to be part of 

our Middletown government family here.  I look 

forward to working with you collaboratively, 

respectfully and the entire council responsibly 
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as we move this city forward together.   

I also want to recognize Gerry Kleiner, 

who's in the audience.  Gerry, for his 20 years 

of service or 20 years plus of service because 

he's involved in so many things.  And 

congratulations to you. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I mentioned 

Sparrow Tobin.  He has, I guess, a promotion from 

city council to Orange County legislator.  And we 

will, once again, have representation in Orange 

County government.  So thank you, Sparrow, for 

being here. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I mentioned 

that public service is not a solo effort, never a 

solo effort, and I would not be standing here 

tonight without the support of my family.  I've 

been doing this job for a long time.  You know, 

some claim 42 years. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  49. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  That's not 

true, but some people have bad math.  But so to 

my wife, Linda, thank you for your constant 

encouragement, your patience.  Well, maybe -- I 
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don't know about the patience, but your strength.  

To my children, Nicole and -- she was the letter-

writer during the campaign, Allie, my daughter 

Allie, the photographer, and the internet video 

creator who did a great job.  Thank you both for 

your commitment and your dedication to what we 

have accomplished together. 

My grandchildren, Miles, Rosey, Manny, 

and Eli, my assistant campaign manager, all of 

you are a part of my -- are my pride and my 

inspiration to do these things that we do here.  

My sister, Maria, who's probably crying off onto 

the side.  The congressman told me that he's met 

you a couple of times, and you're quite the 

character.  I said you don't know the half of it.  

So, thank you for your lifelong belief in what we 

do as a family. 

To our city hall staff, I offer my 

sincere appreciation.  Mary Zahorchak, where are 

you, Mary?  Yay.  I'm going to say stand up, 

Mary, or -- right? 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yeah.  Stand 

up, Mary.  Stand up.  Oh, standing up.  All 

right.  Thank you for your professionalism, your 
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dedication, and your steady presence, and also 

for running all the city hall pools at Superbowl 

time.  To our department heads, Jacob Tawil, 

Chief J.J. Ewanciw, Chief Brady, Maria Bruno, 

Leonora Liz, Rick McCormack, Marianne Feely, Alex 

Smith, Raelyn, and Pam Welch.  I saw Pam Welch 

here.   

Thank you all for your hard work, your 

leadership, your commitment in delivering 

services to our residents.  The quality of 

services is second to none in this region.  So I 

want to thank you on behalf of our residents for 

everything you do every single day. 

This moment is particularly meaningful 

to me as it marks 16 consecutive years of service 

with President Rodrigues as a team.  As you saw, 

we got sworn in together.  We've been sworn in 

together I believe every time, and part of that 

is symbolism because we are a team.  We've acted 

that way since 2009 since our campaign back then 

and every, you know, four years since then. 

But what happens every four years is 

not really important.  It's what happens in 

between those four years.  And we do work like a 

team.  Sometimes it looks like we're all in 
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agreement up here, but believe me, we have our 

times, we have our disagreements, but we try to 

reach consensus and we try to move Middletown 

forward.  And I think we've had a lot of luck 

doing that. 

But this is -- this experience has 

reinforced for me that good government is built 

on fiscal responsibility, stable taxes, strong 

public services, and a constant focus on the 

quality of life for those who call Middletown 

home. 

We have made real progress together, 

but important work remains.  I remain committed 

to listening, to transparency, to accountability 

to working collaboratively with the common 

council by partners in the government, and most 

importantly, the residents of this city.  Thank 

you for the people of the city of Middletown for 

your continued trust and your continued 

confidence. 

It's an honor to serve as mayor.  I 

want to once again thank Congressman Ryan for 

swearing us in and for taking time out of your 

busy schedule this evening to be here.  I'm proud 

of our city.  I'm optimistic about our future.  
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That's something you will see in my state of the 

city address if you have an hour and a half 

sometime in February.  And I'm excited to 

continue moving Middletown forward together.  So 

thank you, and God bless the City of Middletown.  

God bless the United States of America, and I 

appreciate all of you coming out tonight.  And 

now I wanted to introduce our state Senator James 

Skoufis. 

(Applause) 

SENATOR JAMES SKOUFIS:  Give it up one 

more time for our great mayor.  Woo. 

(Applause) 

SENATOR JAMES SKOUFIS:  I'm said this 

at other swearing ins before.  The immediate mark 

of a wise public servant, a grizzled, veteran 

public servant is they don't have their swearing 

on January 1st.  Nobody likes going out to an 

oath of office administration on January 1st.  

We're hung over, we're tired, and so thank you, 

Mayor, and all of your aldermen, council 

president, for your service to this great 

community. 

Look, you know, there is -- I want to 

say a few things.  There are some people, 
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especially if you don't follow government 

politics, especially local government and local 

politics, they see things happen in a community, 

especially when it's good stuff happening like 

here in Middletown.  And most folks don't realize 

the incredible energy and effort and blood and 

sweat and tears and time and commitment that's 

involved in making all of those good things 

happen. 

And you all know here, and certainly 

the people involved in moving this city forward 

know that this is not magic.  It's not 

coincidence.  It's not happenstance that so much 

good is happening in the city of Middletown. 

I'm very privileged to be a part of 

this team.  There was a moment, and the mayor 

would tell you this, and he's told me this, that 

during redistricting there was a time when I 

think the mayor almost had a heart attack.  I 

almost had a heart attack.  I was going to 

represent Middletown.  Then I wasn't going to 

represent Middletown.  I am thrilled to represent 

this community because this is the best team in 

the business that you've got in Orange County, 

and I would dare say in all of New York state. 
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(Applause) 

SENATOR JAMES SKOUFIS:  And I have only 

been here formally representing this area for a 

few years now, but certainly I've spent a great 

amount of time in Middletown.  I've lived in 

Orange County for my entire adult life.  And I 

know what Middletown looked like and felt like 10  

years ago, 15 years ago.  Does not feel like it 

does today. 

And this team and under your 

leadership, Mayor and Council President, and with 

the support and the effort of the entire council 

and county team, state team, and federal team, 

you've filled empty storefronts and turned 

downtown into a vibrant, vibrant, vibrant place 

here in the community. 

You've literally replaced wooden water 

pipes with real 21st Century pipes.  Go figure.  

I -- you have and you're continuing to replace a 

derelict -- quite frankly, the state should be 

admonished for the old psych campus that was 

turned over to the city.  And you have brick by 

brick revitalized that campus into a -- literally 

a college and health providers and so much more 

on the horizon. 
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You've filled old factories with 

breweries and cannabis packaging manufacturers.  

This city is not just going through a 

revitalization.  Yes, the work is always ongoing.  

This city has been revitalized under your watch.  

You deserve all the congratulations in the world.  

Thank you, Mayor, for your friendship, your 

partnership, and I certainly look forward to, as 

long as I'm in this position working with 

everyone in this room, to make sure the city 

continues to move forward.  Congratulations, 

everybody.  Best wishes in the new year. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  At this 

time I'll call Assemblywoman Paula Kay. 

ASSEMBLYWOMAN PAULA KAY:  Big 

congratulations to everybody in this room.  This 

is Middletown.  We are Middletown strong, 

Middletown proud.  Mayor, thank you for 

everything you do.  You -- everything you do 

every to bring this city together.  And I just 

want to say to each and every one of you, I look 

forward to 2026 working with you. 

And one of the most unique things, and 

thanks to the mayor, is I get to work here in 
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this building.  And today, I think this is the 

first time this has happened, my officemates are 

here, my officemates Senator Skoufis and 

Congressman Ryan.  I don't think we've ever been 

in this building all together, but we work 

together upstairs because the mayor put it 

together so that there can be seamless 

interaction between federal, state, and local 

officials so we can get things done for our 

constituents together, and that's what we do.  We 

work together to do things for the people of 

Middletown. 

So thank you, Mayor, thank you to all 

of you.  We're going to have a tremendous 2026 

working together and doing great things for this 

city.  I'm really looking forward to it.  Thank 

you. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  At this 

time I'll call Assemblyman Jonathan Jacobson. 

ASSEMBLYMAN JONATHAN JACOBSON:  So 

you're probably wondering how they let me out of 

my district to come over to Middletown.  I was 

going to pay you a compliment that before that 

was the nicest you've ever been to me in public.  
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It still is. 

It's good to see a lot of people that 

I've known in the past.  You know, and the new 

people, let me tell you that one thing you'll 

discover, and I remember when I was on the 

Newburgh City Council, that a lot of people, your 

neighbors, watch the meetings on television.  

It's shocking.  And they really do.  And so you 

got to remember that.  So it's a surprise, but 

it's very good. 

You really have done a great job, and 

Middletown really is a model for the whole state.  

And I don’t think that particularly Joe and the 

others here get enough credit.  There's an old 

line that Bill Clinton said.  He said, where I 

come from, when you see a turtle on top of a 

fence, the odds are it didn't get there by 

itself.  And these things don't happen by 

accident, as was pointed out. 

And you've done a great job.  And 

you've got my great colleague as your partner 

here.  And it's always great to see my 

congressman as well, Pat Ryan.  So thank you for 

having me here.  It's good seeing everybody, and 

congratulations. 
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(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  So we 

have our two county legislators, Janet 

Sutherland.  You guys want to come up?  Sparrow 

Tobin. 

(Applause) 

LEGISLATOR JANET SUTHERLAND:  Okay.  

Well, it's an absolute honor to be standing here 

with our newly elected legislator Sparrow Tobin.  

I just have to say, you know, when I was running, 

the support that I received from the council, 

from the mayor, from everybody who lives in the 

city of Middletown was an absolute thrill, and I 

couldn't have been re-elected without all of you. 

So, to be able to stand here and 

welcome in new aldermen and to stand here with 

seasoned aldermen and to be able to celebrate 

this evening with you is tremendous.  So I really 

look forward to continuing our work together and 

moving forward, keeping things moving in the 

right direction.  Thank you. 

(Applause) 

LEGISLATOR SPARROW TOBIN:  I'd just 

like to wish our new Aldermen Rodriguez and Gomez 

the best of luck.  You're part of a great team, 
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great department chairs, great mayor.  So, good 

luck.  Thank you. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

At this time we'll go around.  Remarks of 

aldermen?  Alderman Witt. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  I had a feeling I 

was going to be asked to follow all of that.  

Thank you all for coming out tonight.  It was -- 

it's so nice to have you all part of this.  Thank 

you to the people who put me and us in these 

positions.  It's an incredible honor, and I know 

we all try to work really hard for everybody and 

to try to do the right thing for our city. 

You know, we've heard different things 

about the timing of, you know, 250 years and how 

long the city's been around.  I mean, you see 

right up there, it's 1888.  And there have been 

people in these seats since that time, and they 

may even be these seats.  I don't know.  But 

that's pretty incredible when you think about it, 

you know, that we are tasked with keeping this 

going. 

And it's a lot.  We know, right?  We 

try hard and it's a great city and we have great 
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leadership, but it's -- sometimes it can give you 

a good perspective that there was like 40 years 

ago or 50 years ago, like nobody in this room was 

in this room and tasked with making it work.  So 

I appreciate all the support we get.  My wife, 

Gretchen, and my daughter, Madison, here are big 

helps, big supports.  And thank you very much for 

being a part of all of this. 

It's a great day.  You know, I mean, 

the first person I saw outside was Gerry Kleiner, 

and then the first person I saw in here was 

Sparrow.  So I thought maybe they changed their 

mind or something and they were going to come 

back.  But, you know, Gerry, good luck again in 

retirement.  And, Sparrow, I know you're going to 

do great.   

So -- and just one final thing is 

there's like -- on this agenda, there are a lot 

of appointments of different, you know, panels 

and boards and everything.  And they're all 

volunteer people who do this, and they help make 

us, you know, do what we do; planning board, 

board of assessment, board of appeals, you know?  

And it's just -- they're a big part of this, and 

sometimes they don't get recognized like we do.  
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So I just want to thank them and thank you for 

this time, everybody. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Green. 

(Applause) 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Thank you.  

First off, to our two newest aldermen, 

congratulations.  Welcome.  I look forward to 

working with both of you.  And just to piggyback 

off of what Assemblymember Jacobson said, not 

only do they watch the TV, but those are also 

your delivery people and your doctors and that.   

So, you know, next time you're on the 

dentist chair, maybe somebody's watching and it 

hurts a little more.  You might not have voted 

the right way.  So I've learned that the hard way 

in the past, but no.  It truly is an honor to be 

up here, to be able to serve again.  This will 

be, you know, hard to think about that at the end 

of this term it'll be a decade that I'll be 

sitting here on this board. 

And it's been a pleasure to get to know 

every single one of you, to work alongside you, 

to work alongside the mayor and the council 

president to do such wonderful things, and to 
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know that the trajectory that the city is on, you 

know, with such wonderful department heads and 

wonderful leadership on local, state, federal 

level that I'm pretty sure this train would keep 

moving even if all the lights turned off and we 

couldn't get any business here done tonight or 

for the next ten years.  But we're here to do our 

jobs.  We're here to serve the people, and look 

forward to doing it again with everyone here.  So 

thank you. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Gomez. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  Thank you.  Boy, 

it's truly an honor.  I'm very humbled to be here 

and I'm grateful to all the wonderful souls who 

are here, all the men and women, the heart and 

soul of Middletown, family, friends, my beloved 

bride, my children, all the foot soldiers who 

make possible our election to move our city 

forward, our mayor for his vision and clarity in 

leading our city. 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer once said, to 

work for the common good is the greatest creed, 

and, in essence, that's why we're here.  We're 
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here to work for the common good, to make a 

difference, to uplift our democracy, to build a 

future for our children.  The different times I 

went out campaigning, and many times I would take 

my children with me, I always think it's about 

them.  It's about the young ones.  What kind of 

future, what kind of legacy we're going to leave 

for them. 

And I know the wonderful men and women 

who I'm going to be serving here with, many who I 

have known for many years.  And I have been 

involved here in politics since I was in high 

school, but I think the wonderful people I've 

seen on this council and in this city government 

are exceptional, and they have that heart to put 

together to make that creed their guide, their 

inspiration to work for the common good. 

So all I have to say is let's roll up 

our sleeves, let's do it, and so help me God, I'm 

ready here to serve. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderwoman Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Good evening.  

You know, it's funny, listening to, you know, all 
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the speeches this evening, we talk about how long 

this -- most of this board has been functioning 

together.  And I think that length of service 

really speaks to a formula that really works.  

When you have passion for what you do, when you 

have a love for this city that is genuine and 

true, it never goes away.   

You don't want to stop serving this 

city.  You don't want to stop being a part of 

what we're doing here in Middletown because it's 

evident in every ribbon-cutting, and every 

building that's opened and renovated and becomes 

a thriving business. 

In our homebuyer program, we're putting 

families into what used to be dilapidated homes.  

Like who doesn't want to be a part of what we're 

doing here?  And we don't.  We don't want to 

stop.  And even the ones who have left us, 

Sparrow Tobin will still be serving Middletown.  

And Gerry Kleiner will never stop serving 

Middletown, and that's just a fact. 

And it's been a pleasure to work with 

all of you, and I just feel very lucky, and I 

welcome our new members of the board to this 

team.  I like to say team.  A better word is 
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probably family.  If you've been in this 

building, if you've interacted with employees of 

this city, you will understand that this is a 

little bit more than a team.  And for all our 

city employees, I am a huge fan of all of you 

because we aren't Middletown without the actual 

boots-to-the-ground work that you guys put in 

every day. 

And it's not just the work you do.  

It's the customer service you give.  It's our 

interaction with our community, and I think 

that's what makes us so successful.  And I'm 

super excited to be a part of our new team, and 

obviously back with my partner in crime.  So I 

wish everyone great things and onto new things in 

2026. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thank you.  As 

our guests have testified, so to speak, our 

accomplishments are self-evident.  And the entire 

council congratulates the mayor and all -- you're 

all hiding back there somewhere, all the 

department heads.  You make it work, and we're 
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thankful for that. 

So, 2025.  You know, the word "primary" 

has taken on a very different connotation in the 

last few years.  Kind of like a punishment, like 

if you don't do what we want you to do, we'll 

primary you.  So were we happy to have a primary 

in Middletown for the first time maybe ever?  I'm 

not sure. 

I wouldn't say we were warm and fuzzy 

at the moment or the circumstance.  But a primary 

is something that should be embraced.  It gives 

you an opportunity to look inside and say, are 

you really doing what you're supposed to be 

doing, number one? 

Are you really serving the people to 

their level of expectations, number two?  Do 

people actually know who you are despite 

television, number three?  And do the people 

understand how we make these things work, how all 

these ribbon-cuttings and parking spaces and new 

stores and new restaurants, how it happened? 

So, it actually was an opportunity to 

validate ourselves, to make ourselves more 

familiar to our constituency.  And as the 

election results testified, it allowed them to 



 

 

 

 

 

 

47 

come to the polls and appreciate what we're 

doing.  As all of us on the council, we thank the 

residents.  Without you, we wouldn't be sitting 

here, and we look forward to the next year.  

Thank you. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Jean-Francois. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Good 

evening.  First of all, I want to say happy New 

Year's to everyone here.  And I want to welcome 

everyone that came here this evening to actually 

have this moment with us. 

First of all, I'd like to thank our 

leader, Mayor DeStefano, and what's his -- Common 

Council President Rodrigues.  You guys did a 

wonderful job. 

To our department heads, you guys have 

proved yourselves over and over and over again 

every year.  Never stops.  And you guys did a 

wonderful job.  And without you guys, we wouldn't 

be in this position that we are right now. 

I want to thank our constituents for 

the Fourth Ward to come out and support us, Alex 

and I, to win the election, and to support us, to 
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believe in us for doing the job that we've been 

doing for 12 years.  And, Alex, this is your 

first year.  I want to thank you again from the 

bottom of my heart.  And in 2026, I think we're 

going to do a lot better than what we have done 

over the past years.  Thank you for the 

opportunity.  God bless you all. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Rodriguez? 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you.  

Good evening, everyone, mayor, fellow 

councilmembers, and residents of Middletown.  I 

am truly honored and grateful for the opportunity 

to serve as your councilman. 

Middletown is our home.  I'm sorry if 

I'm a little nervous.  It's the first time.  

Middletown is our home, a city built on hard 

work, strong families, and a sense of community.  

And I'm committed to protecting and strengthening 

that foundation. 

My focus will always be on what is best 

for the people of Middletown.  I believe progress 

comes from working together with respect and 

common purpose.  I look forward to collaborating 
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with my fellow council members and city 

leaderships to address challenges, to support 

growth, and keep our city safe and striving.  

Thank you for placing your trust in me.  I will 

work hard every day to earn it. 

Thank you to my family for putting up 

with it and dealing with it.  I know it was hard, 

and I might cry.  And thank you.  And God bless 

the city of Middletown. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Before 

I go, I want to call up our Judge Steve Brockett.  

He would like to say a couple of words. 

(Applause) 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  Thank you, 

President Rodrigues.  Because of political or 

ethical constraints with being a judge, I don't 

get to go to political things or council meetings 

or get involved politically, and this will 

probably be the last time that I get to come and 

speak.  So I did want to take a couple of minutes 

and just thank everyone in the city, thank 

everyone that's here for the honor that I've had 

in serving the city. 

I'm not sure how you keep score of 
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these, and you probably need official 

scorekeepers, but one of the things that I'm 

proudest of is that, despite how long the mayor 

has been here, I believe I have the longest 

consecutive streak of service in the city of 

Middletown. 

(Applause) 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  This is my 21st 

year.  He has more time, but he's so much older 

than me that he's...  I wanted to thank my wife, 

Doreen, who really, really dislikes this 

political stuff and has (indiscernible) to do 

that. 

I wanted to thank my daughter, Megan, 

who is not here.  She's the deputy mayor in the 

city of Binghamton, actually.  And -- 

(Applause) 

JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- she -- and 

thinking about what the congressman said, her 

mayor in the city of Binghamton is not the same 

political party that I am from, but he is a fine, 

fine public servant.  And Congressman Ryan is 

right.  We don't need more democrats or more 

republicans.  We need more good servants. 

(Applause) 
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JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  Herb Ross is a 

fine public servant, although he did not take 

Senator Skoufis' excellent advice.  And they did 

their swearing in yesterday and no one was happy.  

But I wanted to thank my wife and my 

daughter and the people that I've had a chance to 

work with.  I go to judge things around the 

state, and I talk to a lot of judges from a lot 

of places.  And what I really remember in the 21 

years that I've been here, when the whole George 

Floyd thing happened, there was -- it was a very 

hard time for our country. 

We did not have -- and in talking to 

other judges, we did not have the problems in 

Middletown that people had in other places.  And 

it's because of the relationship that the mayor 

has with the community.  I see the chief of 

police here.  The police department are fair and 

impartial, and they make mistakes like I make 

mistakes and everybody makes mistakes. 

But I can honestly say I am so proud of 

the police department in this city for the 

relationship that they have fostered with the 

whole community.  And because of that -- 

(Applause) 
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JUDGE STEVEN BROCKETT:  -- we're really 

blessed and we don't have problems that other 

cities have.  I look at other cities in the 

region and I see how -- cities that are very 

similar to Middletown like Poughkeepsie and 

Kingston, they struggle.   

And thank God we are in a better place 

than a lot of other places of a very similar 

nature, and it's because of the really good 

people that we have working in this city.  And 

you should all be proud of them, and it's been my 

honor to serve with them.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  I'm going to put my glasses on.  So, when 

I first started, I was 26 years old.  This year 

will be turning 50, so I don't want to miss 

anybody. 

First, I want to thank Congressman Ryan 

for administering the oath of office.  Thank you.  

We have your back.  The City of Middletown has 

your back.  Whatever close race is, you tell us, 

we'll be there.  We'll support them even if it's 

in Texas or Pennsylvania.  We know what we've got 

to do in Middletown. 

Thank you, Senator Skoufis, 
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(Indiscernible) Kay, and my good friend Jonathan 

Jacobson.  We were co-chairs in Orange County 

together, so we go back a long time.  I want to 

thank our fellow aldermen, welcome our two 

council men.  Mayor, he said we're friends.  We 

work together.  I look for his leadership all the 

time.  His leadership, his guidance, it's what 

makes us work.  Yes, we do fight a lot, but you 

won't see it in public, but we get the job done 

for the city of Middletown. 

City staff, department heads, the 

department heads that are here took time today on 

a Friday to come out and listen to us.  They 

support us.  We support you.  Thank you.  And all 

the partners in government, I thank you. 

Most importantly, my family, my wife 

Wendy, my super-smart daughter Natalie.  In 2004 

she was born.  I was on the council.  Now she's 

graduating from Pace as a chemistry major.  So 

congratulations. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  My twin 

Noah.  He's already 18 years old and a business 

owner and everything, so he's going in the right 

direction following his dad.  Most importantly, 
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the city of Middletown, the voters, the people 

that have voted for us.  We didn't want to 

campaign, but, you know, it was good to see 

knocking on doors, especially the ones I had to 

go up the stairs.  The mayor goes across the 

street to level ones.  You know, it's always me 

going up the stairs.  But, you know, we get to 

see the people all the time, so we want to thank 

everybody for their patience, their support, and 

everything. 

As alderman-at-large, I get to 

represent every neighborhood, every ward, every 

resident of the city of Middletown.  I represent 

-- that responsibility matters to me.  It's 

accessibility.  It's listening to what the mayor 

has said.  Conversations sometimes are difficult.  

We have to make those decisions, and we have to 

bring it to you guys.  So it's there.  It's what 

we do. 

Middletown, like everybody said, was 

built on hard-working people with pride, and we 

are the city of Middletown.  We're families, 

small business owners, first responders, 

educators, laborers, and volunteers.  People who 

keep -- care about our community, deeply care 
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about our community that live here. 

I -- it's an honor to be here today to 

see how everybody is here, and I just want to say 

thank you.  I know we've got a lot of work.  I'm 

going to put a lot of stuff on your committees.  

I'm going to make you guys work.  But it's going 

to be fun work, and we're going to get there. 

So again, thank you to the voters for 

trusting me, for, I don't know, five terms 

already.  But who's counting, right?  The mayor's 

got more time than I do.  It is an honor to serve 

as alderman-at-large.  God bless you.  God bless 

the city of Middletown.  Thank you. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Now, 

for new business, I'm going to just say all in 

favor, and then if you want to oppose something 

or abstain just raise your hand.  New business. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

We have a resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt 

establishing common council's standing committees 

and membership for 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt.  Seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  Roll.  All 
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in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

opposed?  No. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson adopting an 

investment policy for 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson, 

seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Green adopting a fee 

schedule for 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green.  Do I 

have a second?  Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  

All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray adopting a 

procurement policy for 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray.  
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Seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Discussion?  All 

in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois readopting 

the fund balance policy for 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois.  

Seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  All 

in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson appointing a 207A 

officer. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  

Seconded by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  

All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored -- 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Here we go.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt readopting 

the rules of decorum for city meetings. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  
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Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt.  Seconded 

by Alderman Gomez.  Any discussion?  All in 

favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

Sponsored by Alderman Green confirming the 

mayor's reappointment of Maria Bruni as the 

Director of Economic and Community Development. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green.  Seconded 

by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  All in 

favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray confirming the 

mayor's reappointment of Joseph DeStefano, Andrew 

Britto, Anthony Cantoli, David Madden, Wayne 

Hawkins, Elizabeth Nemeth, and Brian Seigerman to 

the Industrial Development Agency. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray.  

Seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  

All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 
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sponsored by Alderman Rodriguez confirming the 

mayor's re-appointment of Peter Laskaris as city 

historian. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Rodrigues.  

Seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Gomez confirming the 

mayor's re-appointment of Jerry Caliendo, Robert 

Metz, Sixto Martinez, and Mark Fellenzer to the 

Electrical Licensing Board. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Gomez.  Seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  All in 

favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson confirming the 

mayor's re-appointment of J. Miguel Rodriguez to 

the Police Commission. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  

Seconded by Alderman Witt.  Any discussion?  I 
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will abstain.  All in favor? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  Aye. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

ALDERMAN ALEX RODRIGUEZ:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I 

abstained. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Council 

President Rodrigues abstains.  Motion carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois 

confirming the mayor's re-appointment of Maria 

Bruni and Gef Chumard to the Architectural Review 

Board. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois.  

Seconded by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  

All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Witt confirming the mayor's 

re-appointment of Andrew Britto to the planning 

board. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt.  Seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  All in 

favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green confirming 

the mayor's re-appointment of Kathleen Flessa to 

the Board of Assessment Review. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green.  Seconded 

by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  All in 

favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Gomez confirming the 

mayor's re-appointment of Jim Burtis to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Gomez.  Seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Discussion?  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray confirming the 

mayor's re-appointment of Richard Croughan as 
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assistant corporation counsel. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray.  

Seconded by Alderman Rodriguez.  Any discussion?  

All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  We have an 

unsponsored resolution confirming the mayor's re-

appointment of Alex Smith as corporation counsel. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  I'll sponsor it. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderwoman Wray. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN GOMEZ:  Second. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  So 

resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray.  

Seconded by Alderman Gomez.  I guess we're going 

to have to vote on this one.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson authorizing a 

salary schedule for the non-union employees for 

2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  

Seconded by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  
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Alderwoman Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  I still think 

Mary needs more. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Is that 

an official amendment? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  She's in there 

all day with -- Mary needs more. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Rodriguez re-

authorizing an Orange and Rockland easement for 7 

King Street. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Rodriguez.  

Seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Audit? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Mr. President, 

I move the accounts be audited, the claims be 

adjusted, and the city treasurer be authorized to 

issue warrants for the payment. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  

Seconded by Alderman Witt.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Move 

for adjournment? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  So moved. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right. 

(Applause) 

(Adjourned) 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
JANUARY 2, 2026  

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. NATIONAL ANTHEM: PERFORMED BY VINCENZIA ELIA 

3. OATH OF OFFICE 

 3.1. Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor 

 3.2. J. Miguel Rodrigues, Alderman-at-Large 

 3.3. Steven Brockett, City Court Judge 

 3.4. Kevin Witt, Alderman, 1st Ward 

 3.5. Andrew R. Green, Alderman, 2nd Ward 

 3.6. Kevin Gomez, Alderman, 2nd Ward 

 3.7. Katie Wray, Alderwoman, 3rd Ward 

 3.8. Paul K. Johnson, Alderman, 2nd Ward 

 3.9. Jude Jean-Francois, Alderman 4th Ward 

 3.10. Alex Rodriguez, Alderman 4th Ward 

4. ROLL CALL 

5. REMARKS OF THE MAYOR 

6. REMARKS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

7. REMARKS OF THE ALDERMAN AND REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

  1-26 Resolution Establishing Common Council Standing Committees and Membership 
for 2026 

Docusign Envelope ID: 3B13A0F0-21E9-4BC6-A994-9505278EB7DC



  2-26 Resolution Adopting an Investment Policy for 2026 

  3-26 Resolutions Adopting a Fee Schedule for 2026 

  4-26 Resolution Adopting a Procurement Policy for 2026 

  5-26 Resolution to Re-Adopt the Fund Balance Policy for 2026 

  6-26 Resolution Appointing 207A Officer 

  7-26 Resolution to Re-Adopt Rules of Decorum for City Meetings 

  8-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Maria Bruni as the Director 
of Economic & Community Development 

  9-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappointment of Joseph M. DeStefano, 
Andrew Britto, Anthony Cantoli, David Madden, Wayne Hawkins, Elizabeth 
Nemeth and Brian Seigerman to the Industrial Development Agency (IDA). 

  10-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Peter Laskaris as City 
Historian 

  11-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Jerry Caliendo, Robert 
Metz, Sixto Martinez, and Mark Fellenzer to the Electrical Licensing Board 

  12-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-appointment of J. Miguel Rodrigues to the 
Police Commission 

  13-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappoint of Maria Bruni and Gef Chumard to 
the Architectural Review Board 

  14-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Andrew Britto to the 
Planning Board 

  15-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Kathleen Flessa to the 
Board of Assessment Review 

  16-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-appointment of Jim Burtis to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals 

  17-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappointment of Richard Croughan as 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 

  18-26 Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappointment of Alex Smith as Corporation 
Counsel 

  19-26 Resolution Authorizing a Salary Schedule for Non-Union Employees for 2026 

  20-26 Resolution Re-Authorizing a Orange and Rockland Easement for 7 King Street 

9. AUDIT OF CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 
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 9.1. Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the 
Treasurer be Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Witt 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 1-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Establishing Common Council Standing Committees and Membership for 2026 

 

Resolved, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby establishes the following 
committees and their membership as Standing Committees of the City of Middletown Common 
Council: 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN COMMON COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

2026 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Masi, Chairperson 
Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Jean-Francois  
Green 
Wray 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
Johnson, Chairperson 
Masi, Vice-Chair 
Green 
Gomez 
Wray  

PLANNING AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Green, Chairperson 
Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Jean-Francois 
Witt 
Wray 

PUBLIC WORKS/TRAFFIC  
Jean-Francois, Chairperson 
Green, Vice-Chair 
Rodriguez 
Wray 
Witt 

RECREATION & PARKS 
Witt, Chairperson 
Wray, Vice-Chair 
Rodriguez 
Gomez  
Masi 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Wray, Chairperson 
Masi, Vice-Chair 
Gomez 
Jean-Francois 
Johnson 

QUALITY OF LIFE/CODE 
ENFORCEMENT  
ENTIRE CITY 
Rodrigues CP Chair  
Entire Council on Committee 

RECYLING 
Rodriguez, Chairperson 
Green, Vice-Chair 
Gomez 
Johnson 
Masi 

COMMUNITY COMMUNICATION 
AND HISTIOICAL SOCIETY 
Gomez, Chairperson 
Witt, Vice-Chair 
Rodriguez 
Green 
Jean-Francois 

Liaison  
Veterans Masi 
Seniors Green 
Police & Fire Wray   
Youth Witt  
School District Johnson  

  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council declares that the Treasurer, 
Leonora Liz, and the Chairman of the Finance Committee, Joseph Masi, are hereby 
authorized and directed to sign all checks, drafts, acceptances, undertakings or, other 
orders on bank accounts of the City of Middletown by personal or by facsimile signature. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 2-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Adopting an Investment Policy for 2026 
 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown does hereby adopt the 
attached Investment Policy for the City of Middletown. 
 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
1. Investment Policy 
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Chapter 65

INVESTMENT POLICY

§ 65-1. Scope.
§ 65-2. Objectives.
§ 65-3. Delegation of authority.
§ 65-4. Prudence.
§ 65-5. Diversification.
§ 65-6. Internal controls.
§ 65-7. Designation of depositories.
§ 65-8. Collateralizing of deposits.

§ 65-9. Safekeeping and
collateralization.

§ 65-10. Permitted investments.
§ 65-11. Authorized financial

institutions and dealers.
§ 65-12. Purchase of investments.
§ 65-13. Repurchase agreements.
§ 65-14. Operations, audit and

reporting.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Common Council of the City of Middletown 1-3-2022 by Res.
No. 3-221. Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 65-1. Scope.

This investment policy applies to all monies and other financial resources available for
investment on its own behalf or on behalf of any other entity or individual.

§ 65-2. Objectives.

The primary objectives of the City of Middletown's investment activities are, in priority order:

§ 65-3. Delegation of authority.

The governing board's responsibility for administration of the investment program is delegated
to the Treasurer who shall establish written procedures for the operation of the investment
program consistent with these investment guidelines. Such procedures shall include an adequate
internal control structure to provide a satisfactory level of accountability based on data base
or records incorporating description and amounts of investments, transaction dates, and other
relevant information and regulate the activities of subordinate employees.

§ 65-4. Prudence.

A. Legal: to conform with all applicable federal, state and other local requirements;

B. Safety: to adequately safeguard principal;

C. Liquidity: to provide sufficient liquidity to meet all operating requirements; and

D. Yield: to obtain reasonable rate of return.

A. All participants in the investment process shall seek to act responsibly as custodians of the

1. Editor's Note: This resolution superseded former Ch. 65, Investment Policy, adopted 1-2-2020.

City of Middletown, NY

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/MI0232 on 2023-12-26

Supp 48, Feb 2022
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§ 65-5. Diversification.

It is the policy of the City of Middletown to diversify its deposits and investments by financial
institutions, by investment, and by maturity scheduling.

§ 65-6. Internal controls.

§ 65-7. Designation of depositories.

The bank and trust companies authorized for the deposit of monies up to the maximum amounts
are:

Depository Name Maximum Amount

JP Morgan Chase $18,000,000

TD Bank $18,000,000

Sterling National Bank $18,000,000

Orange Trust Bank $12,500,000

Key Bank $5,250,000

§ 65-8. Collateralizing of deposits.

In accordance with the provisions of General Municipal Law § 10, all deposits of the City of
Middletown, including certificates of deposits and special time deposits, in excess of the amount
insured under the provisions of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act shall be secured:

public trust and shall avoid any transaction that might impair public confidence in the City
of Middletown to govern effectively.

B. Investments shall be made with judgment and care, under circumstances then prevailing,
which persons of prudence discretion and intelligence exercise in the management of their
own affairs, not for speculation, but for investment, considering the safety of the principal
as well as the probable income to be derived.

C. All participants involved in the investment process shall refrain from personal business
activity that could conflict with the proper execution of the investment program, or which
could impair their ability to make impartial investment decisions.

A. It is the policy of the City of Middletown for all monies collected by any officer or
employee of the government to transfer those funds to the Treasurer within one day of
deposit, or within the time specified in law, whichever is shorter.

B. The Treasurer is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure
to provide reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that deposits and investments are
safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, that transactions are
executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly, and are
managed in compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

A. By a pledge of eligible securities with an aggregate market value as provided by GML § 10,
equal to the aggregate amount of deposits from the categories designated in Appendix A2

City of Middletown, NY
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§ 65-9. Safekeeping and collateralization.

§ 65-10. Permitted investments.

to the policy.

B. By an eligible irrevocable letter of credit issued by a qualified bank other than the bank
with the deposits in favor of the government for a term not to exceed 90 days with an
aggregate value equal to 140% of the aggregate amount of the deposits and the agreed upon
interest, if any, or 100% in the case of an irrevocable letter of credit issued in favor of the
local government by certain federal home loan banks. A qualified bank is one whose
commercial paper and other unsecured short-term debt obligations are rated in one of the
three highest rating categories by at least one nationally recognized statistical rating
organization or by a bank that is in compliance with applicable federal minimum risk-based
capital requirements.

C. By an eligible surety bond payable to the government for an amount at least equal to 100%
of the aggregate amount of the deposits and the agreed upon interest, if any, executed by
an insurance company authorized to do business in New York State, whose claims-paying
ability is rated in the highest rating category by at least two nationally recognized statistical
rating organizations.

A. Eligible securities used for collateralizing deposits shall be held by a third party or trust
company subject to security and custodial agreements.

B. The security agreement shall provide that eligible securities are being pledged to secure
local government deposits together with agreed upon interest, if any, and any costs or
expenses rising out of collection of such deposits upon default. It shall also provide the
conditions under which the securities may be sold, presented for payment, substituted or
released and the events which will enable the local government to exercise its rights against
the pledged securities. In the event that the securities are not registered or inscribed in the
name of the local government, such securities shall be delivered in a form suitable for
transfer or with the City of Middletown, or its custodial bank.

C. The custodial agreement shall provide that securities held by the bank or trust company, or
agent of and custodian for the local government, will be kept separate and apart from the
general assets of the custodial bank or trust company and will not, in any circumstances, be
commingled with or become part of the backing for any other deposit or other liabilities.
The agreement shall also describe that the custodian shall confirm the receipt, substitution
or release of the securities. The agreement shall provide for the frequency of revaluation of
eligible securities and for the substitution or release of securities when a change in the
rating of a security may cause ineligibility. Such agreement shall include all provisions
necessary to provide the local government a perfected interest in the securities.

A. As authorized by General Municipal Law § 11, the City of Middletown authorizes the
Treasurer to invest monies not required for immediate expenditure for terms not to exceed
its projected cash flow needs in the following types of investments:

(1) Special time deposit accounts authorized to do business in New York State;

2. Editor's Note: Appendix A is included as an attachment to this chapter.
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§ 65-11. Authorized financial institutions and dealers.

The City of Middletown shall maintain a list of financial institutions and dealers approved for
investment purposes and establish appropriate limits to the amount of investments, which can
be made with each financial institution or dealer. All financial institutions with which the local
government conducts business must be credited worthy. Banks shall provide their most recent
consolidated report of condition (call report) at the request of the City of Middletown. Security
dealers not affiliated with a bank shall be required to be classified as reporting dealers affiliated
with the New York Federal Reserve Bank as primary dealers. The Treasurer is responsible
for evaluating the financial position and maintaining a listing of proposed depositaries, trading
partners and custodians. Such listing shall be evaluated at least annually.

§ 65-12. Purchase of investments.

(2) Certificates of deposit;

(3) Obligations of the United States of America;

(4) Obligations guaranteed by the agencies of the United States of America where the
payment of principal and interest are guaranteed by the United States of America;

(5) Obligations of the State of New York;

(6) Obligations issued pursuant to LFL § 24.00 or 25.00 (with the approval of the State
Comptroller) by any municipality, school district or district corporation other than the
City of Middletown;

(7) Obligations of public authorities, public housing authorities, urban renewal agencies
and industrial development agencies where the general state statutes governing such
entities or whose specific enabling legislation authorizes such investments;

(8) Certificates of participation (COPs) issued pursuant to GML § 109-b;

(9) Obligations of this local government, but only with any monies in a reserve fund
established pursuant to GML § 6-c, 6-d, 6-g, 6-h, g-j, 6-k, 6-l, 6-m, or 6-n.

B. All investment obligations shall be payable or redeemable at the option of the City of
Middletown within such times as the proceeds will be needed to meet expenditures for
purposes for which the monies were provided and, in the case of obligations purchased with
the proceeds of bonds or notes, shall be payable or redeemable at the option of the City of
Middletown within two years of the date of purchase. The designated depository will
confirm all purchases and transactions in writing to the City of Middletown.

A. The Treasurer is authorized to contract for the purchase of investments:

(1) Directly, including through a repurchase agreement, from an authorized trading
partner.

(2) By participation in a cooperative program with another authorized governmental
entity pursuant to Article 5G of the General Municipal Law where such program
meets all the requirements set forth in the Office of the State Comptroller Opinion
No. 88-46, and the specific program has been authorized by the governing board.

City of Middletown, NY
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§ 65-13. Repurchase agreements.

Repurchase agreements are authorized subject to the following restrictions:

§ 65-14. Operations, audit and reporting.

(3) By utilizing an ongoing investment program with an authorized trading partner
pursuant to a contract authorized by the governing board.

B. All purchased obligations, unless registered or inscribed in the name of the local
government, shall be purchased through, delivered to and held in the custody of a bank or
trust company. Such obligations shall be purchased, sold or presented for redemption or
payment by such bank or trust company only in accordance with prior written authorization
from the officer authorized to make the investment. All such transactions shall be
confirmed, in writing, to the City of Middletown by the bank or trust company. Any
obligations held in the custody of a bank or trust company shall be held pursuant to a
written custodial agreement as described in General Municipal Law § 10.10.

C. The custodial agreement shall provide the securities held by the bank or trust company, as
agent and of custodian for the City of Middletown, will be kept separate and apart from the
general assets of the custodial bank or trust company and will not, in any circumstances, be
commingled with or become part of the backing for any other deposit or other liabilities.
The agreement shall describe how the custodian shall confirm the receipt and release of the
securities. Such agreement shall include all provisions necessary to provide the City of
Middletown a perfected interest in the securities.

A. All repurchase agreements must be entered into subject to a master repurchase agreement.

B. Trading partners are limited to banks or trust companies authorized to do business in New
York and primary reporting dealers.

C. Obligations shall be limited to obligations of the United States of America and obligations
guaranteed by agencies of the United States of America.

D. No substitution of security will be allowed.

E. The custodian shall be a party other than the trading partner.

A. The Treasurer, having custody of money, shall authorize the purchase and sale of all
securities and execute contracts on behalf of the City of Middletown. Oral directions
concerning the purchase, transaction, or sale of securities shall be confirmed in writing.
The City of Middletown shall pay for purchased securities upon delivery.

B. The City of Middletown will encourage the purchase and sale of securities through a
competitive or negotiated process involving solicitations of at least three bids for each
transaction.

C. At the time independent auditors conduct the annual financial audit of the accounts and
affairs of the City of Middletown, the auditors shall audit compliance with the investment
guidelines.

D. The legislative body of the City of Middletown shall review and approve the annual
investment report at its annual reorganization meeting.
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E. The provisions of these investment guidelines, and any amendments hereto, shall take
effect prospectively and shall not invalidate the prior selection of any custodial bank or
prior investment.
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Green 
Seconded by: Alderwoman Wray 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 3-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolutions Adopting a Fee Schedule for 2026 
 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown does hereby adopt the 
attached Fee Schedule for services for the City of Middletown. 
 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
1. City of Middletown Fee Schedule 
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City of Middletown

Fee Schedule

Code Description Fee
A500‐09 Plumbing Permit $10.00 per fixture, minimum of $25.00

389‐14 Sewer Permit

Residential $100.00 

Industrial $400.00 

193‐11 Building Permit $10.00 per $1,000.00 up to $500,000

(projects over $500,000 to pay 2% inspection fee

306‐2 Junk Yard Permit $300.00 per year

193‐11C Demolition Permit $200.00 

193‐11 Move a Building $200.00 

193‐ Certificate of Occupancy $100.00 ($25.00 if construction is under $10,000)

112‐4‐J Abstract Searc h $100.00 

394‐4 4 Sign Permit $50.00 

425‐5 Swimming Pool Permit $50.00 

112‐4G Housing Inspection $100.00 

112‐4G Re‐Inspection $100.00 

296‐16

Rooming, lodging & Multi. 

Dwelling Permit $100.00 per building plus $10.00 per unit

296‐32A Rental Permit Fee $100.00 per rental unit

296‐32B Renewal Fee $100.00 per rental unit

Copy of Fire Report $25.00 

Public Improvement Inspection

$125.00 per hour,capped at 4% of estimated cost 

of such improvements

188‐4 Remove Weeds & Vegetation

Single Family $100.00 minimum

Two Family $250.00 minimum

Business $500.00 minimum
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City of Middletown

Fee Schedule

193‐52 Sewar/Water Recreational Charge

City of Middletown

$2300 per dwelling unit (up to 12 fixture per 

dwelling unit

for each fixture in excess of 12 fixtures per dwelling 

unit an

additional fee of $10.00 per fixture).

Outside the City of Middletown

$2300 per unit, and the Common Council shall 

have the discretion to

charge a higher fee.

389‐50A Wastewater discharge permit fee $200 

416‐22B Street Opening Permit

Ditch Mobilization Charge

$50 per ditch, $3.00 per square foot of opening up 

to 50 square feet

of opening, additional squiare footage over 50 

square feet will be 

charged at$2.00 per square foot.

Septage/Leachrate Rates Taking rate to be set at $.098 per gallon

Leachate taking rate to be set at the range of $.055 

to $.06 per gallon

$.05 will be charged to large single contracts of 

500,000 gallons and

more per year $.06 per gallon will be charged to 

others.

Operating Permit

$100.00, plus $50.00 for every 50 occupants over 

150 occupants in a

public assembly.

Commercial Gargage Pickup 

Monthly Rates

2 Yard Dumpster $95.00 

$95 Gallon Trash Can (or 

equivalent) $10.00 

Additional 95 Gallon Trashcan (or 

equiv.) $10.00 

359‐7E

Emergency Standing Water Sworn 

Statement $100 Minimum

166‐8 

Architectural Review Board Job 

Estimate

$10,000 or under $10.00 
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City of Middletown

Fee Schedule

$10,001 to $100,000 $25.00 

100,001 to $500,000 $50.00 

$500,001 to $1,000.000 $75.00 

$1,000,001 or higher $100,000 

193‐53

Connection Charge, non‐

residential

Inside and outside the city

Based on the estimated consumption of water and 

sewer services

as compared with the average water and sewer 

consumption of 

individual units.  All determined by Treasurer and 

Commissioner of 

Public Works.

Planning & Zoning Fees 

Subdivision

Minor 2‐3 Lots $250.00 plus $500 escrow, if required

Major over 3 lots

$500.00 plus $100 per lot for each lot over 10 lots 

and $1000 escrow

(to be replenished as required.

Planning Board

Industrial, Commercial,Mixed Use

$300.00, plus $100 for every 1,000 sq. ft. of 

building floor area over

2,000 sq. ft., plus $500 escrow if required (to be 

replenished as

required)

Single of Two Family Residential $125.00 

Multi‐Family residential

$500 plus $100 for every dwelling unit over 10 

unts, plus $500 escrow

if required.  (to be replenished as required)

475‐53n Site Plan of 500 units or more $50 plus $50 for each multiple units of housing

Zoning Board of Appeals

Area Variance $100 

Zoning Interpretation $100 

Use Variance $350 

475‐51 Change of Zoning $250 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: Alderman Johnson 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 4-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Adopting a Procurement Policy for 2026 
 

Be it resolved that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby adopts the attached 
Procurement Policy for 2026. 
 
Prepared by:  
Paul Johnson, Alderman 
 
Attachments: 
1. City of Middletown, NY Procurement Policy 
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[1]

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

City of Middletown, NY
Saturday, January 4, 2025

Chapter 104. Procurement Policy

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Common Council 1-3-2012.[1] Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES
Finance — See Ch. 54.
Investment policy — See Ch. 65.

Editor's Note: This ordinance superseded former Ch. 104, Procurement Policy, adopted 1-3-2011.

§ 104-1. Adoption of procedures.

The following procedures are adopted for procurement of goods and services.

§ 104-2. Purchases.

For purchases, the following procedures are to be followed:

For purchases of items costing over $20,000, competitive bidding in accordance with applicable
laws and regulations is required.

For purchases of items costing between $5,000 and $19,999.99, three or more written price quotes
from suppliers are required.

For purchases of items costing between $2,000 and $4,999.99, three or more verbal quotes from
suppliers are required.

For purchases of items costing between $0 and $1,999.99, appropriate verbal quotes from
suppliers, in the discretion of the department head undertaking the purchasing, are required.

§ 104-3. Public works contracts.

For public works contracts, the following procedures are to be followed:

For contracts over $35,000, competitive bidding in accordance with applicable laws and regulations
is required.

For contracts between $5,000 and $34,999.99, three or more written quotes from qualified
contractors are required.

For contracts between $2,000 and $4,999.99, three or more verbal quotes from qualified
contractors are required.

For contracts between $0 and $1,999.99, appropriate verbal quotes from qualified contractors, in
the discretion of the department head who wishes to enter into the contracts, are required.

§ 104-4. Other services.
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A. 

B. 

C. 

A. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

B. 

(1) 

[Amended 2-5-2013]

In the event it can be anticipated that a particular service (e.g., painting services) may be required
by the City for various projects which, in total, are expected to exceed $35,000 for the year, then
the procurement of those services will be subject to competitive bidding.

There are, however, certain types of services provided to the City that may be considered routine
and delivered in the ordinary course of business that are not capable of precise cumulative
monetary calculation but are necessary to be incurred promptly and/or locally to protect the health,
welfare or safety of the residents of the City, employees of the City or structures and equipment
owned by the City. Such services include, but are not limited to, repairs to City vehicles such as
sanitation trucks or trucks used in snowplowing or street repairs; repairs to City buildings and
processes, such as electrical or plumbing work in or on the City’s sewage treatment plant or water
treatment plant; or assistance from outside companies for snow or garbage removal. In such cases,
the cumulative payment to those companies may total more than $35,000 per year, but it is
impossible to know from year to year whether such costs will exceed $35,000. In such cases, and
in accordance with § 104-b, Subdivision 2g, of the New York General Municipal Law, it is the
determination of the Common Council of the City of Middletown that the best interests of the City
will not be served by competitive bidding in such cases but that the department head charged with
such purchases may obtain such routine services as needed by the City in the ordinary course of
business from time to time.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the department head charged with such purchase determines that
the anticipated service covered by that one purchase likely will exceed the cost of $35,000 and
such service is not the subject of any exception under this procurement policy (such as an
emergency purchase or the purchase from a sole source supplier), then the procurement of such
service will be subject to competitive bidding as set forth elsewhere in this chapter.

§ 104-5. Verbal quotes.

Whenever this policy allows for verbal quotes, the department head must maintain a written log which
lists appropriate information from each supplier or contractor supplying such verbal quotes.

§ 104-6. Exceptions.

[Amended 3-19-2024]

Exceptions to the above procurement processes are to be allowed in purchases or public work
contracts which involve any of the following situations:

Emergencies;

True leases;

Sole source purchases;

Professional services, as defined and described in § 104-12 of this chapter;

Best-value analysis, as defined and described in § 104-10 of this chapter;

State contracted items; and

Purchases through preferred sources, as described in the posting of the New York State Office
of General Services.

In all of the above situations, the responsible department head or other City official engaging in the
procurement process must:

Document the circumstances allowing the exception to the above procurement processes;
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Abide by all relevant state and City ethics laws and codes;

Attempt to achieve the best value for the City; and

Should, whenever possible, attempt to make purchases and secure public works contracts at
the lowest possible cost to the extent possible under the circumstances.

§ 104-7. Requests for proposals.

Whenever possible, professional services are to be obtained through requests for proposals (RFPs)
issued by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. All responses to RFPs are to be reviewed by the
Board of Estimate, which must make a recommendation to the Common Council for final approval.

§ 104-8. Award to other than lowest bidder.

Whenever any contract is awarded to other than the lowest bidder or proposer, the reasons are to be
set forth in writing and filed with the appropriate department or board.

§ 104-9. Effect on other procedures.

Nothing in these procurement processes changes any administrative procedures required by the
Charter of the City of Middletown, such as the approval of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for
purchases and contracts.

§ 104-10. Contracts awarded based on best-value analysis.

[Added 6-3-2014 by L.L. No. 2-2014]
Notwithstanding anything else contained in this chapter to the contrary, the Common Council, after
approval of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, may award purchase contracts and service
contracts that have been procured pursuant to competitive bidding or otherwise under New York
General Municipal Law § 103(1) or this chapter by either the lowest responsible bidder standard or the
best-value standard.

"Best value" is defined in State Finance Law § 163 to mean "the basis for awarding contracts for
services to the offerer which optimizes quality, cost and efficiency, among responsive and
responsible offerers. Such basis shall reflect, wherever possible, objective and quantifiable
analysis. Such basis may also identify a quantitative factor for offerers that are small businesses or
certified minority- or women-owned business enterprises as defined in subdivisions one, seven,
fifteen and twenty of section three hundred ten of the [New York] Executive Law to be used in
evaluation of offers for awarding of contracts for services." For purposes of this section, the
Common Council adopts the above definition of "best value," as the same may be modified from
time to time by the State Legislature.

Pursuant to New York General Municipal Law § 103(1), the best-value standard may be used for
purchase contracts, including contracts for service work, but it excludes and may not be used for
any purchase contracts necessary for the completion of public works contracts pursuant to New
York Labor Law Article 8.

If the monetary thresholds of New York General Municipal Law § 103 are increased or decreased in
the future by the State Legislature, the monetary thresholds set forth herein will be deemed
simultaneously amended to match the new General Municipal Law thresholds.

Whenever any contract is awarded by the Common Council (after approval of the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment) on the basis of best value instead of the lowest responsible bidder,
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the basis for determining best value will be thoroughly and accurately documented. Such
documentation may include, but is not necessarily limited to, the cost of maintenance; durability;
availability of replacement parts or maintenance contractors; longer product life; product
performance criteria; quality of craftsmanship; or compatibility with existing City buildings or
property.

§ 104-11. Standards for federal award procurement.

[Added 11-15-2016; amended 3-19-2024]
All federal awards, including funds received through New York State pass-through entities and funds
under federal CDBG-DR grants, must comply with the provisions of 2 CFR Part 200, subparts A through
F. There shall be no contracting with, or awards made to, parties that are suspended or debarred
pursuant to federal regulations. A suspension/disbarment clause must be included in all written
contracts in which, (1) the vendor must certify that it is not suspended or debarred, and (2) the vendor
must promise to notify the City if it/they become suspended or debarred. The City must evaluate the
recipient’s risk of noncompliance in accordance with 2 CFR 200.213.

§ 104-12. Professional services.

[Added 3-19-2024]
Professional services are defined in New York case law and Comptroller opinions. Generally,
professional services require specialized or technical skills or expertise, training, licensing or
certifications, exercise of judgment or discretion, a high degree of creativity and/or a relationship of
personal trust and confidence. Examples of professional services include, but are not limited to, those
provided by physicians, nurses, therapists, engineers, surveyors, attorneys, artists, designers,
photographers, publicity agents, laboratories, and insurance or financial service firms. Procurement of
professional services does not require competitive bidding as long as there is an inextricable integration
of scientific and technical skills.
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COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 5-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution to Re-Adopt the Fund Balance Policy for 2026 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and re-adopts the attached Fund Balance Policy for 2026. 
 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
1. Fund Balance Policy 
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I. Purpose  

City of Middletown, NY  (the “City”) recognizes the significance of sound financial management and 

establishes this Fund Balance Policy for the General, Water and Sewer Fund to: 

 Ensure financial stability and resilience against economic fluctuations. 

 Maintain sufficient reserves for emergencies and unforeseen circumstances. 

 Establish guidelines for prudent use of available funds while meeting community needs. 

 Provide transparency in financial reporting to stakeholders. 

 Protect the City’s credit worthiness and provide adequate cash flow needs. 

 Protect the City  against reducing service levels or raising of taxes due to temporary revenue 

shortfall, one‐time expenditure, emergency and disasters.  

The Office of NYS Comptroller recommends local governments establish a policy to maintain 

reasonable levels of unexpended surplus funds and other principle funds to hedge against 

unanticipated expenditures and/or revenue shortfalls.  

II. Definitions 

Fund Balance is the total accumulation of operating surpluses and deficits since the beginning of a 

local government’s existence. The fund balance shall be categorized as follows in accordance with 

GASB principle 54: 

          Nonspendable: 

Amounts that cannot be spent in the current period either because of their form or  because 

they must be maintained intact. Classification: prepaid items, inventory 

 

     Restricted:  

Amounts that are subject to externally enforceable legal purpose restrictions imposed by 

creditors, grantors, contributors or law and regulation of other governments or through 

constitutional provisional or enabling legislation. Classifications: Capital Reserves, Tax 

Stabilization Reserves, Debt Reserves, Insurance Reserves, and other reserves allowed by State 

statutes.  

 

Committed:  

Amounts that are subject to purpose constraints imposed by a formal action of the 

government’s highest level of decision – making authority (the Common Council) before the end 

of the year. The same level of formal action is required to remove the constraints. Classification: 

The Office of State Comptroller recommends most local governments do not have committed 

funds due to reserves.  

 

Assigned: 

Amounts  that are subject to a purpose constrained that represents an intended use established 

by the government’s highest level of decision‐making authority or by its designated body or 

official. The purpose of the assigned fund balance represents the residual amount of fund 

balance.  Classification: The Office of State Comptroller states that resolutions, ordinance, and 
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local laws constitute a constraint of resources and will result in an assignment of resources. 

Encumbrances will typically be considered an assignment of fund balance.  

 

Unassigned: 

Represents the residual amount of fund balance in the General Fund. Use is least constrained in 

this category. In funds other than  General Fund, this classification should only be used to report 

deficit balances.  Classification: all other unassigned fund balances.  

 

III. Target Levels for Unassigned Fund Balance 

    The City recommends to maintain an unassigned fund balances at levels consistent with: 

5% ‐20% of the prior year expenditure made from General, Water and Sewer fund.   

The City Treasurer shall annually calculate and verify the compliance with this policy. The 

formula to calculate the fund balance will be as follows:  

 The audited balance available in the unassigned fund balance of the most recent fiscal 

year, divided by the total expenditures. 

Surplus: In the  event the unassigned fund balance exceeds the maximum requirement, the 

excess may be used  for any lawful purpose approved by the Common Council.  

Deficit: In the event the unassigned fund balance falls below minimum requirement of 5%, the 

City Treasurer shall prepare and submit a plan to restore balance to minimum target levels in 

the next budget year.  

IV. Use and Allocation 

   Criteria for Utilization: 

 Unrestricted Unassigned Fund Balance: Available for unforeseen expenditures, one‐time 

expense emergencies, offsetting economic downturn, covering an unanticipated or 

excess shortfall in revenues or spike in expenses or other lawful purposes approved by 

the governing body. 

 Restricted, Committed, and Assigned Fund Balances: Shall be used for their designated 

purposes only, as specified by legal or contractual obligations or governing body 

decisions. 

V. Reserves 

       As financial circumstances may warrant, the City will look to establish funds including but not limited 

to, retirement contribution, contingencies, tax stabilization and capital; emergencies including repairs.  
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VI. Reporting and Compliance 

    Regular Reporting: 

 Periodic reporting on fund balance status in financial statements and other relevant documents. 

 Ensuring compliance with accounting standards, governmental regulations, and reporting 

requirements. 

 Transparency in communicating fund balance status to stakeholders, including the governing 

body, citizens, auditors, and regulatory authorities. 

 

VIII. Annual Review and Revision 
 The fund balance policy shall be reviewed annually or more frequently if necessary, considering 

changes in financial conditions, legislative mandates, or organizational needs. 

 This policy will be presented for review and adoption annually by the Common Council.  
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RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderwoman Wray 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 6-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Appointing 207A Officer 
 

WHEREAS. for the purpose of both efficiency, and experience in administering General 
Municipal Law 207-a and 207-c claims, the Mayor recommends that the Common Council 
confirm the appoint and terms of said appointment of Marshall & Sterling and its representative 
Gregory Townsend to assist the City in managing, supervising and determining the eligibility of 
General Municipal Law 207-a and 207-c claims. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown, concurs with the recommendation of the Mayor to appoint Marshall & Sterling and 
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its representative Gregory Townsend to determine and or recommend to the City whether a 
firefighter is eligible to receive GML 207-a benefits in accordance with Appendix B, the 
Procedure of the Administration of Section 207-a of General Municipal Law for Paid 
Firefighters for the City of Middletown included in the collective bargaining agreement between 
the City of Middletown and the Middletown Professional Firefighters, Inc.; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, concurs 
with the recommendation of the Mayor to appoint Marshall & Sterling and its representative 
Gregory Townsend as the Claims Manager with the responsibility of administering the GML 
207-c procedures for City Police officers in accordance with Article 29, General Municipal Law 
Section 207-c Procedure negotiated in the collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Middletown and the City of Middletown Police Benevolent Association, Inc.; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown 
determines that said appointment is effective January 1, 2026, and said appointment can be 
rescinded at any time by the Common Council. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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By: Alderman Witt 
Seconded by: Aldermwan, 2nd Ward 
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Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
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I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution to Re-Adopt Rules of Decorum for City Meetings 
 

Be it resolved that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby re-adopts the 
following rules of decorum for Common Council meetings and any other meeting bodies, as 
deemed necessary by the Chair or by majority vote of said body. 
  
1.  Seating and Movement. 
  
            A.   All attendees of Common Council meetings must remain seated for the duration of 
the meeting. 
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            B.   Congregating along the walls or standing in the Council Chambers is 
prohibited.  Doors and aisles must remain unobstructed at all times. 
            C.   If no seat is available in the Chambers, attendees must remain in the hallway until a 
seat becomes available. 
  
2.  Signs.   No signs of any kind will be permitted in the Council Chamber nor inside City Hall. 
  
3.  Public Comment Concerning Items on the Agenda or Directly Connected to City Business or 
Affairs. 
  
            A.   Such public comment is permitted at the beginning of every Council meeting, upon 
the announcement of same by the Presiding Officer. 
            B.   Each speaker must provide his/her name and address to the Council.  Each speaker is 
allowed to speak for three (3) minutes only.  The speaker must remain at the podium. 
  
4.  Public Comment Not Concerning Items on the Agenda or Directly Connected to City 
Business or Affairs. 
  
            A.   Such public comment is permitted at the end of the first Council meeting each 
month, upon the announcement of same by the Presiding Officer.  Such public comment is not 
permitted at any other Council meeting. 
            B.   Such public comment is limited to thirty (30) minutes per meeting.   
            C.   Each speaker must provide his/her name and address to the Council.  Each speaker is 
allowed to speak for three (3) minutes only.  The speaker must remain at the podium. 
  
5.  Disruptive Behavior. 
  
            A.   No speaker may use obscenities, or issue threats that are not protected by the First 
Amendment. 
            B.   No attendee may interrupt a speaker or member of the Council. 
            C.   No speaker nor attendee may engage in any loud or disorderly behavior that disrupts 
the proceedings of the Council. 
  
6.  Presiding Officer Authority. 
  
            A.   The Presiding Officer has the authority to enforce these Rules and to warn 
violators.  Such warning should include informing the violator that if the violation persists, the 
violator may be removed from the meeting. 
            B.   If after being warned, a person persists in the violation, the Presiding Officer may 
request the Middletown Police to remove such person from the meeting. 
            C.   Upon such a request, the Middletown Police may request such person to leave.  If the 
violator refuses this request, the Police have the authority to forcibly remove such person from 
the meeting. 
            D.   The Police have the authority and the discretion to simply remove such person, or to 
arrest the person based upon violation of the City Code or New York Penal Law. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
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By: Alderman Green 
Seconded by: Alderwoman Wray 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
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I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Maria Bruni as the Director of 
Economic & Community Development 

 

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2025, the Common Council of the City of Middletown 
introduced Local Law No. 3 of 2025, entitled “A Local Law Increasing the Term of Office of the 
Director of the Office of Economic and Community Development”; and 

WHEREAS, said Local Law was duly adopted by the Common Council on December 2, 2025; 
and 
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WHEREAS, a public hearing on Local Law No. 3 of 2025 was held on December 15, 2025, in 
accordance with law; and 

WHEREAS, Local Law No. 3 of 2025 was signed into law by the Mayor of the City of 
Middletown on December 16, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, Local Law No. 3 of 2025 was duly filed with the Secretary of State on December 
29, 2025; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to said Local Law, the term of office for the Director of the Office of 
Economic and Community Development is three (3) years; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown confirms the Mayor's re-appointment of Maria Bruni as Director of the Office of 
Economic and Community Development for a three-year term commencing January 1, 2026, 
and ending December 31, 2028. 

 
Prepared by:  
Josepeh DeStefano, Mayor 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: Alderman Johnson 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 9-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappointment of Joseph M. DeStefano, Andrew 
Britto, Anthony Cantoli, David Madden, Wayne Hawkins, Elizabeth Nemeth and Brian 

Seigerman to the Industrial Development Agency (IDA). 
 

RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Mayor’s 
reappointment of the following individuals to the Industrial Development Agency for a 1-year 
term expiring on December 31, 2026: 
  
Joseph M. DeStefano 
Andrew Britto 
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Anthony Cantoli 
David Madden 
Wayne Hawkins 
Elizabeth Nemeth 
Brian Seigerman 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman, 4th Ward 

Rodriguez 
Seconded by: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 10-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Peter Laskaris as City Historian 
 

RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Mayor’s 
reappointment of Peter Laskaris as city historian, for a term expiring on December 31, 2026. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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By: Aldermwan, 2nd Ward 

Gomez 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 11-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Jerry Caliendo, Robert Metz, Sixto 

Martinez, and Mark Fellenzer to the Electrical Licensing Board 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown confirms the Mayor's 
re-appointment of Jerry Caliendo, Robert Metz, Sixto Martinez, and Mark Fellenzer to the 
Electrical Licensing Board for the term commencing January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 
2026. 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: 3B13A0F0-21E9-4BC6-A994-9505278EB7DC

1/5/2026



Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderman Witt 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 12-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

  X  

Total 7  1 1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-appointment of J. Miguel Rodrigues to the Police 
Commission 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of J. Miguel Rodrigues to the Police Commission for a 4-year term, 
expiring on December 31, 2029. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Seconded by: Alderwoman Wray 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 13-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    1 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   X 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappoint of Maria Bruni and Gef Chumard to the 
Architectural Review Board 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Maria Bruni and Gef Chummard to the Architectural Review Board 
for a 3-year term, expiring on December 31, 2028. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Witt 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 14-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Andrew Britto to the Planning 
Board 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Andrew Britto to the Planning Board for a 7-year term, expiring on 
December 31, 2032. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
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None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Green 
Seconded by: Alderwoman Wray 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 15-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Kathleen Flessa to the Board of 
Assessment Review 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Kathleen Flessa to the Board of Assessment Review for a term 
expiring on September 30, 2030. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
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None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Aldermwan, 2nd Ward 

Gomez 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 16-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodroguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-appointment of Jim Burtis to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Jim Burtis to the Zoning Board of Appeals to a 5-year term, expiring 
on December 31, 2031. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: Alderman, 4th Ward 

Rodriguez 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 17-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappointment of Richard Croughan as Assistant 
Corporation Counsel 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Richard Croughan to serve as Assistant Corporation Counsel for a 
term expiring on December 31, 2026. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
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None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: Aldermwan, 2nd Ward 

Gomez 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 18-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. 
Wray 

X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. 
Green 

X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Reappointment of Alex Smith as Corporation Counsel 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Alex Smith to serve as Corporation Counsel for a term expiring on 
December 31, 2028. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderwoman Wray 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 19-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Gomez X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a Salary Schedule for Non-Union Employees for 2026 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. Letter from Mayor Regarding Non Union Salary Schedule 
2. Non Union Salary Schedule 2026 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman, 4th Ward 

Rodriguez 
Seconded by: Alderman Jean-Francois 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 20-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Gomez X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    1 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   X 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Re-Authorizing a Orange and Rockland Easement for 7 King Street 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, reauthorizes an easement, for 
Orange and Rockland for 7 King Street. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, reauthorizes the Mayor 
to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. middletowneasementresolution2_20210322_115732 
2. Scan2026-01-02_132931 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: Alderman Witt 
Date of Adoption: January 2, 2026 
Index No: 21-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodroguez 

X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. 
Johnson 

X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. 
Gomez 

X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi    X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 8   1 
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 
 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Accept Minutes of December 9, 2025 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. 12.09.25 CC Special Meeting Minutes 
 



SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL 
MEETING CITY OF 

MIDDLETOWN 

December 9, 2025 Minutes 
City Hall 

16 James Street 
Middletown, New York 10940 

J. Miguel Rodrigues, President 
Ald. Jude Jean-Francois (Absent)

Ald. Andrew Green 
Ald. Paul Johnson  (Absent) 

Ald. Gerald Kleiner  
Ald. Sparrow Tobin  

Ald. Kevin Witt  
Ald. Kate Wray 

Ald. Joseph Masi 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Richard McCormack, City Clerk  
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor 
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City of Middletown, New York 

Common Council Meeting 

December 9, 2025 
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ALL:  -- which it stands, one nation, 

under God, indivisible with liberty and justice 

for all. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Jean-Francois?  Alderman Johnson?  Alderwoman 

Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Quorum is 

present. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Remarks 

of the mayor? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Say a few 

things.  Yes, basically this meeting is to tie up 

some loose ends for the New Market Tax Credit 

closing that will be taken place on Friday.  And 

there were some minor changes to some of the 

lease agreements.   

We have some recap to the Capital 

Improvement Agreement.  There's three of them 

total, and nothing substantial other than some 

clean-up work.  But we need to have it passed 

today so that it can be in place for Friday's 

closing. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Thank you.  Any remarks from the council? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Nope. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  New business? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

We have a resolution sponsored by Alderman 

Kleiner authorizing an amended and restated lease 
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agreement with the Regional Economic Community 

Action Program Inc., RECAP. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Who's 

it sponsored by? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner.  Do I have a second?  Alderman 

Green.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green 
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authorizing an amended and Restated Agreement 

with the Regional Economic Community Action 

Program, Inc., RECAP. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green.  Seconded 

by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing 

an assignment and assumption agreement with the 

Middletown O&W Local Development Corporation, 
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LDC. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt.  Seconded 

by Alderman Masi.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Move 

for adjournment? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  So moved. 

(Adjourned) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 

I, Sonya Ledanski Hyde, certify that the 

foregoing transcript is a true and accurate 

record of the proceedings. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions 

330 Old Country Road 

Suite 300 

Mineola, NY 11501 

 

Date:  December 24, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





















































































 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Accept Minutes of December 16, 2025 
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ALL:  -- allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation, under God, 

indivisible with liberty and justice for all. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderwoman 

Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Witt? 
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ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Quorum is 

present. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Approval of minutes? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  So move. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Motion 

by Alderman Masi.   

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Second. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Seconded by Alderman Witt.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Correspondence? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

We have a letter this evening from Alderman-Elect 

Kevin Gomez.  "As Ward 2 Alderman Elect, I'm 

writing to extend my enthusiastic support for the 

Common Council's approval at the December 2nd 
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public hearing and council meeting of the 

proposed spot zoning of 137 Linden Avenue.  As 

noted by the mayor in his address, this is a step 

in the right direction to address issues of 

density, quality of life with improved parking 

and new housing opportunities for residents in 

Linden Avenue and Chappell Parkway vicinity of 

our ward. 

"As a Ward 2 alderman, I look forward 

to supporting these endeavors along with those 

shared by our economic community development and 

new homeownership opportunities to advance the 

quality of life for all of our residents.  Again, 

I thank the mayor, the city administration, and 

the common council for moving our city forward 

with a shared comprehensive vision that advances 

our city's economic development and quality of 

life for our residents.  Respectfully yours, 

Kevin Gomez." 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Received and 

filed. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  That's it. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  For the 

good of the city, do we have anyone that would 

like to come up? 
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MAN 1:  (Indiscernible). 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Jim? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Would you ask 

to come up? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Well, when I 

get up, I (indiscernible). 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Let's 

do the special recognition right now.  No?  I 

just said for the good of the city. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  

(Indiscernible). 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  That's what it 

says. 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Look at your 

agenda. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  It's okay.  

I'm here.  I'm here to help. 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  

(Indiscernible) him up. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Oh, yeah, yeah. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I'm here to 

help.  I went home and fell asleep on the couch, 

so I had to come back.  I'm a little dazed. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Little? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yeah.  That's 

why you're here, yeah.  First we'd like to -- we 

have two people leaving the council this evening.  

First is Sparrow Tobin.  Maria, can you just 

switch to the slide there.  We had -- confusing 

Maria too.  So... 

DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  (Indiscernible). 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  On behalf of 

the city, I wanted to sincerely thank Sparrow for 

his dedicated service to our community and his 

time on the common council.  His commitment, 

thoughtful leadership, and passion for our city 

has certainly made a lasting impact on 

Middletown, and his efforts have helped improve 

the lives of our residents across our 

neighborhoods, and especially in the 4th Ward. 

When Sparrow made that extra effort, 

you went outside the 4th Ward.  You took on 

issues.  You were important citywide and to our 

community.  So we're also thankful that you're 

going to be taking the place in the county 

legislature. 

You know, for the best past three-plus 

years, we haven't had representation for the 
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majority part of our city.  People like Janet 

Sutherland, who represented at the time a small 

part of our city, and this coming term she 

represents more because of the redistricting.  

But at the time, Janet really stepped forward.  

And Mike Paduch had a smaller section -- the 

small section of the city also. 

But for the most part, we had very 

little if no representation from our county 

legislator who represented our city.  You are now 

going to step into that position.  We know you 

will do a good job, but at the same time we 

wanted to thank you for your leadership here on 

the common council and wish you the best.  So if 

you could come up, we'd like to present a plaque 

to you on behalf of myself and the members of the 

common council. 

(Applause) 

Our next is Alderman Kleiner.  You 

know, at the Middletown Democratic Committee 

meeting this past week, the dinner we had, we 

honored Gerry for his service to the Middletown 

Democratic Committee, which extends many, many 

years.  But tonight, I wanted to express my 

gratitude and the gratitude of the community and 
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the city in the 2nd Ward for Gerry and his 16 

years of dedicated service on the Middletown 

Common Council.  Unlike Mr. Masi, Gerry is a man 

of conviction on the counsel.  He's always 

looking out for -- 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  

(Indiscernible). 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- always 

looking out for others.  You really have -- 

you've been the historian for city in many, many 

respects, especially the council, bringing up 

historical issues for the city of Middletown at 

our meetings reminding us why things were the way 

they were here in the city.  So I will miss your 

thoughtful comments on national affairs here at 

the meetings too. 

And in recognition of your 16 years of 

service to the city of Middletown, we would like 

to present you this plaque for your leadership, 

your integrity, and your deep care for the city 

of Middletown.  And some day we're going to see 

all those pictures that you've taken over the 

years. 

MAN 2:  Thousands. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yeah, 
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thousands of pictures.  So we -- if you can come 

up, Gerry, we'd like to present you with a plaque 

also. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  That's it.  

(Indiscernible). 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  And now remarks of the mayor. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Just sat down. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Yep. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I already 

mentioned Legislator Janet Sutherland, and 

Janet's here this evening as the resolution that 

we have today on the floor for the Coach USA that 

we discussed on the Board of Estimate primarily 

is -- it has moved as quickly as it has over the 

past couple of months because of Legislator Janet 

Sutherland. 

When she got involved in the project, 

she took it on because the project -- you know, 

it stalled during COVID and we were unable to 

move the project.  So between Janet, Jacob Tawil, 

and the county planning department and Steve 

Neuhaus in the county, we had a meeting here at 

the Middletown Transportation Center, the current 
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one. 

And Janet took the bull by the horns 

and really made it -- made the project move.  A 

few days ago we did get an email from Coach 

clearing up the purchase issue, and we are now on 

our way to move forward on that project.  So I 

wanted to publicly thank Janet for her efforts in 

making that effort restart, I guess is the best 

word.  But it really was stalled for a few years, 

and she deserves all the thanks.  So, thank you, 

Janet Sutherland. 

The next is the O&W project.  We 

finally closed on the project.  And by closed 

that -- on the tax credits on Friday.  As you 

know, this project is a $43 million project.  

Probably will be a little bit more by the time 

we're done.  But a key part of it in order to 

make it affordable, we have a significant 

investment of Middletown money into this project, 

Middletown taxpayer money into the project. 

But in order to make this project even 

affordable, the RECAP had to step forward.  RECAP 

is putting in $9.8 million into this project.  

And the other part of it, key part of this 

project was some other state and deferral grants 
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that we received.  And the delay was the new 

market and the historic tax credits.  So the 

total of the three credits, historic tax credits 

federal, was approximately $5.3 million.  

Historic tax credits state were about $3.6 

million.  And they came through the NTCIC as the 

investor, and that's a national group. 

And then W Ventures, a -- new market 

tax credits came up with about $5.3 million.  And 

out of that, the next expense to the city was 

about $1.9.  So we're going to net about $12 

million on this project.  But the key was we 

could not award the contracts until the new 

market's tax credits were closed, and that is now 

done.  And the historic tax credits.  That is now 

complete. 

I believe next Thursday or this 

Thursday, there is a meeting at the engineer's 

office to kick off the project.  And so you will 

now see progress being made.  The erector set 

that we've seen for the past few months is going 

to change, and the project is moving forward.  

It's very costly, well worth it in my opinion and 

I think the residents of the city of Middletown, 

especially with all these additional funding 
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opportunities. 

So, I want to thank Maria Bruni, 

Caitlin McNamara, Leonora, who handled the new 

markets and historic tax credits.  I want to 

thank Jacob Tawil for his work on the project 

also and his advice as moving forward on the 

project.  If the project fails, it's Jacob's 

fault, not mine.  It won't fail.  It'll be a 

great project. 

And even our insurance agents Greg 

Townsend and Brian Seigerman.  They did a great 

job.  It was really intense with the weekly phone 

calls where 40-plus people on a call on a weekly 

basis trying to coordinate all the.  And then as 

you came down to the wire, they almost became 

dailies calls. 

I wasn't on all of them, but Maria, 

Caitlyn, Aliyah, and Leonora were, and they 

really did a great job.  Alex Smith participated 

a wee bit, but for the most part we had outside 

counsel on this, Baker and Hostetler I think out 

of Texas, but people who specialize in these 

types of deals. 

It's the first time in my recollection 

that we've ever done a new market project.  I 
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don't recall the city doing a historic tax credit 

project.  The reason why it makes it so 

complicated is that a government is not eligible 

to sell the tax credits, so we had to create 

LLCs, for-profit entities, lease banks, and all 

types of things that are really behind my -- 

beyond my pay scale.  

But all of the advisors that we brought 

in were able to make it work, and we closed on 

the project, and we now have the money in hand or 

commitments in hand, and the project is moving 

forward.  Next Maria? 

If you had the opportunity, we had a 

film at the Paramount Theater, and it was a true 

story from 1991 here in the city of Middletown, 

Teenage Wasteland where teenagers who taught 

video journalism in high school went -- who took 

teenage journalism in high school went beyond the 

typical student projects and uncovered an illegal 

toxic waste dumping scandal that became big news 

in this area and this region and nationally.  

Made a lot of national news. 

The catalyst was Fred Isseks, who 

encouraged his students to use camcorders.  They 

did a lot of filming, as I mentioned at the last 
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meeting.  Miguel was in the -- one of the 

cameramen when he was in high school with this.  

And we just had a lot of positive feedback from 

all over, emails to the city, saying what a great 

job was done in, you know, not knowing that we're 

the school district.  It really was a school 

district project. 

But as you know, the school district 

did sign off on the movie rights to -- and 

they're donating -- the producers are donating a 

$50,000 scholarship to a Middletown High School 

student.  So a great project.  Hopefully it'll 

make the big screen.  Supposedly Netflix is 

looking at it, and -- but the community really 

came out in support of Fred and all those 

involved in the movie, and it was a great movie. 

I also had the opportunity to speak at 

both Monhagen Middle School and Twin Towers 

Middle School taking questions.  Kevin was there 

as -- working with the school district, and there 

were a lot of good questions from a lot students.  

They do pay attention.  They were -- this was 

their civic class, I guess, and we had a snow 

date but we did make it up. 

And there were a lot of good questions.  
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I wanted to thank the Middletown School District 

for inviting me, and I really had -- you see some 

of the students in the picture here that were the 

proctors for the question-and-answer period, and 

they did a great job.  So I wanted to thank the 

students and the faculty and the administration 

of the Middletown School District. 

It was -- I hope I don't screw up her 

name.  Alexandra (Indiscernible), I think.  Close 

enough Kevin said, right?  (Indiscernible)?  All 

right.  See if she can say DeStefano correctly.  

But we had a great time.  There was about 45- to 

50-minute sessions, each one, and they did a 

fantastic job prepping the students.  And the 

students did a great job and -- with their 

questions and follow-ups. 

We also have restarted, not myself, but 

the Pattern -- Hudson Valley Pattern for 

Progress, has once again begun the Regional Mayor 

discussions, which up until COVID, we were 

meeting on a monthly basis.  And this group now 

is starting to meet with City of Beacon, 

Peekskill, Kingston, of course Middletown, Port 

Jervis, and the City of Poughkeepsie, and I 

believe the City of Newburgh too will be in on 
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the monthly calls or the -- whenever needed. 

But it's starting to discuss issues, 

regional issues, advocacy, and was actually a 

great forum when we had it meeting in place.  We 

are now doing it on Zoom, but we will be meeting 

probably on a quarterly basis possibly to have 

further discussions.  And this is to advocate for 

local small-city issues, both locally and 

statewide. 

So we had our first meeting last week.  

I want to thank Jonathan Drapkin, a former 

Pattern for Progress director, and Adam Bosch, 

the current president of the Pattern, for putting 

this back together.  And it really was full of 

information for all of those that were on the 

call. 

We also have -- we'd like to introduce 

-- or not introduce, invite the community to the 

eight annual Middletown Festival of Lights 

menorah lighting on Sunday, December 21st.  It 

will begin at 5 p.m. at Run4Downtown Park.  Our 

rabbi assistant from the Temple Sinai will be 

there.  I think it's especially important in 

light of what happened in Australia that our 

community step forward and show some support.  
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And so you're all invited, including the public, 

to this event at the Run4Downtown Park on North 

Street. 

And also, last night Mr. Masi I know 

attended the Middletown Police Department Youth 

Leadership Academy graduation here at city hall.  

And I believe they had at least 25 graduates.  My 

understanding is it's Sergeant Welch's last 

graduation.  She'll be retiring sometime this 

year.  And as some students were so impressed 

with the project and the program that they came 

back and took it for a second time to wish 

Sergeant Welch the best. 

So I want to congratulate the chief on 

his beautiful community outreach program, and 

it's had much success.  And you can see that by 

the looks in the eyes of the kids in the 

pictures.  So that's all I have.  If you have any 

questions, I'd be more than happy to address 

them. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the mayor?  All right.  Okay. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Remarks 

of department heads.  Economic development? 
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DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  Good evening, 

everyone.  I just want to give a special thank 

you to my department team that was working on the 

tax credit capital stacking and all those phone 

calls and Zoom calls, and just amazing work, and 

the time spent on it.  And so I would like to 

personally thank them all as well. 

We have a ribbon-cutting tomorrow.  

Wizard of Dolls on 5 South Street, 3:30 p.m.  

Come join us to welcome a new retail in our 

community.  Looking forward to the ribbon-cutting 

tomorrow.  And all -- just looking for support on 

the resolutions I have on tonight's agenda, and 

wish everybody happy holidays and looking forward 

to another successful new year.  And I thank you 

for everything. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Maria?  Thank you, Maria.  DWP 

commission? 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Good 

evening, all.  I want to start with thanking 

Alderman Kleiner and Alderman Tobin for their 

services.  Alderman Kleiner has been -- always 

kept us on our toes and all the time discussing 

every little detail about every little project 
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that we really got involved in. 

We will miss you very much.  I know 

you're not going to be going too far, and neither 

is Alderman Tobin, but I'm sure you'll continue 

to come and be a very effective influence on all 

the decisions that are made in the city of 

Middletown.  We appreciate that very much.  Thank 

you for everything. 

Alderman Masi, the reservoirs are at 69 

percent, so we keep dropping.  It's relatively 

dry.  We are in a -- very dry for a few months 

for some reason.  Hopefully Thursday night into 

Friday we'll make up some between the accumulated 

snow and a couple of inches we're going to get.  

Hopefully that will help us. 

But we are ready to start bypassing and 

skimming from Indigo if we need to.  But we're 

holding back to see where this weather is going 

to take us because it just -- there's no 

predicting it. 

I'll run through the capital projects 

as well very quickly.  We had a problem with the 

under drain system and the dissolver flotation at 

the package plant, which is -- basically it's 

failed diffuser that was fixed.  The guys from 
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the water department Brian Smith and the crew in 

there, they jumped in and they were very 

effective along with H2O, the private operators 

that we have for the water treatment plant. 

We're waiting for some test results for 

some paint system that we used.  Once the test 

results come in from the lab and they are 

cleared, then we can put the dissolver rotation 

package plant back in line again on an as-need 

basis because it's not needed because we don't 

have that much water demand at this time. 

Thirty-six water main to replace the 

twenty-four-inch raw water main.  The design is 

in progress.  I had very short meeting with the 

design engineers B&L, Barton and Loguidice, and 

we had to discuss some major tie-ins and so on 

and so forth to simplify the project.  And that's 

moving along very well, the design. 

Heritage Trail, which is segment from 

West Main Street all the way to Ingrassia Road, 

that's under design and now we're discussing 

security cameras.  And the mayor, he wanted to 

incorporate additional parking, which we -- that 

was studied, evaluated in some leftover city 

property, and that was a great idea from the 
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mayor.  And now it's going to come to reality to 

add more parking behind the Salvation Army. 

The court, city court project is moving 

very well, and just moving forward with the 

construction.  Short Line project, the mayor 

updated you on it.  And I'm just moving quickly, 

very quickly with this to come to a fluoride 

incident.  I just want to tell the public about 

the fluoride incident that happened at our water 

treatment plant. 

It occurred back in November 10th, and 

during a shift when our licensed water treatment 

operators, one operator he inputted the wrong 

decimal point on the SCADA system, which caused 

fluoride to overdose a significant amount of 

gallons into the water over a five-hour period. 

Unfortunately, the operator did not 

tell the chief operators.  And behind me sitting 

here are our private chief operators.  I asked 

them to come into the meeting in here just to 

show that, you know, they have a tremendous 

amount of investment into our system in here, and 

they have a personal investment.  I've known 

these people many, many years.  The older guy.  

The young guy, he's -- I just met him a few 
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months ago.  But the older guy, I worked with him 

for many, many years. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Which 

one? 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  But he was  

-- when he was superintendent of some private 

water system and I was the design engineer for 

that private system.  So he used to be my boss at 

some point.  I'm his boss now.  So that's -- so I 

brought him in here to show the -- you know, the 

level of commitment that they have and to help me 

answer any questions in case of any questions 

about dates, quantities, and all that stuff that 

I may not have for you readily available because 

they leave it there.   

Keith is there, you know, every day and 

he's monitoring the whole situation.  So the 

problem happened is that the operator, the 

license -- the Department of Health licensed 

operator did not follow his rules and 

regulations.  He did not report the overdose to 

the chief operator.  If he did, the chief 

operator would have immediately informed me and I 

would immediately inform the mayor.  And then we 

would have taken steps to flush and recover the 
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fluoride that was overdosed into the system. 

That did not happen.  I only found out 

about this when the chief operator came into my 

weekly meeting on Tuesday, last Tuesday, a week 

from -- last week.  So he informed me of the 

situation immediately.  We informed the 

Department of Health.  Department of Health, they 

started doing their own thing, their own 

investigations.  We started doing our own 

investigations and our own reporting, and so on. 

And we found out that there are some 

certain things that we have to improve in our 

system so this situation does not happen again or 

minimize it.  Nothing is impossible.  We're 

dealing with humans, and sometimes, no matter how 

many checks and balances we put in, things could 

happen.  And the idea is to catch them whenever 

they happen and to react, to recover. 

Things will happen at any given point 

in time, whether it is accidental or purposely or 

whatever.  It's just the idea is finding out 

immediately and getting into the process of 

recovering, meaning capturing the chemical before 

it goes into the distribution system. 

So far, based on the amount of fluoride 
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that was fed and based on the testing that was 

done, we could not detect any elevated level of 

fluoride into our distribution system.  Remember 

it was fed over a month ago.  But all the tests  

-- we are required to do five.  We're to do entry 

point three times a day.  Correct, Keith? 

KEITH HERBERT:  Correct. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Three times a 

day we have to test for fluoride, meaning the 

entry point, which is when the treated water 

leaves our water treatment plant side and it goes 

into the distribution system.  Before it gets 

into the distribution system, we're required to 

do that three times a day to test for fluoride 

with a grab sample. 

And nothing was detected for -- no 

elevated level of fluoride was ever detected.  

And in the distribution system we have to do that 

five times a week.  I'm speaking from memory 

right now.  And Keith -- 

KEITH HERBERT:  Correct. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- correct?  

Five times a week we have to take samples 

throughout the distribution system for fluoride.  

And we did not catch any elevated level of 
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fluoride.  So it's some kind of a mystery in 

here.  We're trying to pin it down more and more 

and more to see if really what happened and the 

quantity of fluoride.  Maybe it was exaggerated.  

Maybe it was not 44 gallons per minute over five 

hours.  Maybe it was over much longer period of 

time. 

So we're doing the calculations.  

Albany Department of Health is involved.  Orange 

County Department of Health is involved, and we 

all put our heads together.  So Tuesday we found 

out about the incident.  Wednesday we unplugged 

the system.  The mayor and I, we made the 

decision.   

We wrote the department of health.  We 

said, look, we're going to stop feeding fluoride 

until we install additional measures of controls 

in there.  That will safeguard against this 

matter being repeated.  Minimize the potential of 

it being repeated. 

And one of the things we did, so 

everybody can understand, we took a larger 

chemical feed pump, put it to the side, and we 

installed a small chemical feed pump.  So the 

operator even, by inputting the wrong number on 
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the SCADA system -- and the SCADA, basically it's 

the computerized system that controls the entire 

water treatment plant.  It varies the quantity of 

chemicals.  It varies the flow.  It -- we can 

decide which drain to run.  All the drains, none 

of the drains, what amount of flow, what amount 

of chemicals.  All that's done through that 

computerized system.  But the operator has to do 

that, input the information. 

There are lots of alarm systems in 

there.  So improved -- so we threw out the larger 

chemical feed pump.  Now we have much smaller 

chemical feed pump capable of feeding basically 

just a little bit higher than what we anticipate 

to be using.  So even if the operator makes a 

mistake, chemical feed pump cannot pump much 

higher number than 12 gallons per day versus 7 

gallons per day is what we need.  So 4 gallons 

versus 7 gallons, the amount. 

So, also, we set up alarms in there.  

It changed our operating procedures, so no 

operator, licensed operator can change any set 

points of the alarm or alter any alarms without 

written instruction from the chief operator.  

Although they are licensed, although they are -- 
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some of them are -- most of them are the highest 

level license that you can have an operating 

water treatment plant, but we want to have all 

the checks and balances and following the chain 

of command.  And this way we will have more 

accountability. 

We changed our SCADA system so that it 

will log people out two minutes after they sign 

in.  So if you make any changes, the SCADA system 

will capture your name and will tell us exactly 

what you did at that time.  It's all 

accountability and all that stuff.  Again, this 

water treatment plant has been running without 

any hiccup 24 hours a day for the past over 15 

years without any issue. 

This is the first time that I recall 

that we ever had any overdose.  And the trouble 

is it was not reported.  With that, I will 

conclude my remarks.  If you have any questions 

for me... 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Commissioner Tawil?  Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Fire 

chief. 
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CHIEF ROBERT BRADY:  Good evening.  

Tonight you guys are going to be voting on nine 

new volunteer members, which is great.  Again, 

we're bringing in a lot of new members, a lot of 

new faces.  Hitting the high schools and getting 

the younger members in is really working for our 

recruitment side.  That's a good problem that 

we're having. 

Fire calls, we are ending the year with 

a bang.  Working fires, we are up probably 25 

percent from last year.  On Thanksgiving we had a 

second-alarm fire on Bonnell Place, and then on 

12/7 we had a second-alarm fire on 127 Academy 

Ave., which I also would like to thank the police 

chief and his members that were there that helped 

evacuate four of the residents. 

Daytime fire was well advanced.  Yeah, 

aggressive attack and everyone went home.  I 

think the one resident was taken to the hospital 

for smoke inhalation.  And that's all I have. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the fire chief?  All right, thank 

you, Chief.  Police chief. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Good evening.  The 

graduation last night was actually a great 
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turnout.  It's a great event.  As it was 

mentioned, Sergeant Welch will be retiring the 

early part of 2026.  I don't know exactly yet.  

Hopefully it gets pushed off for a time.  The 

kids last night were great.  They actually -- as 

the mayor mentioned, several of them -- this is 

more than -- they've done it more than one time 

because they enjoy the program.  They enjoy 

interacting with Sergeant Welch. 

We know they are going to be big shoes 

to fill.  That was the eighth graduation of the 

Youth Leadership Academy.  That was something we 

built from the ground up.  That was a quick 

conversation between myself and Sergeant Welch 

that has grown.  She's taken that and really, you 

know, expanded it and like allowed it to grow 

into what it is today, along with all the other 

members of the department what work with her to 

make that successful.  So little recognition 

there. 

But none of that can be done without 

the support of all of you as well.  So we 

appreciate that you continue to give us the 

support to do the programmings that we want and 

the things that we want.  And I'd like to thank 
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you all for everything that you've supported the 

police department with through 2025.  Alderman 

Kleiner, Alderman Tobin, I wish you the best as 

you enter into the next part of your journeys.  

You will be missed.  I'll still be here, so if 

there's anything I can do for you, by all means. 

This Thursday, the police department 

has partnered with the fire department, the 

school district, several of our local businesses 

from restaurants to some of the grocery stores 

and the Salvation Army.  We're going to do a 

community dinner to give back to some of the 

people in the community that maybe have fallen on 

hard times or need some extra support. 

So this Thursday, Salvation Army will 

be prepping throughout the day cooking and then 

serving between 4 and 7.  So if anybody would 

like to join us, we'll be over there.  We have 

several volunteers.  We appreciate all of the 

support.  All of the businesses that we spoke to 

didn't even hesitate; absolutely, we'd love to 

help the community. 

All of our partners from the fire 

department, the school district, everybody is 

like absolutely we'll be there.  So we appreciate 
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that, and we're hoping for -- to have a positive 

impact on the community.  And it's going to be 

great for us to be able to give back to the 

community as well. 

And then lastly, I have happy holidays.  

You know, I wish you all and your families a 

happy, safe holiday, and I look forward to 

working with you in 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Thank you, Chief.  Any questions?  Thank you, 

Chief.  Senior director? 

DIRECTOR JULISA SIERRA:  Good evening 

to all.  Thank you so much for this opportunity.  

I want to just say we're ending the year with 

happiness and good things, and I pray that for 

the next coming year the senior center will 

continue to grow with your support and your 

encouragement of new programs. 

I want to especially thank Alderman 

Kleiner for always supporting us, and now you 

have the time on your hands.  So I hope that you 

visit us in our programs.  And Alderman Tobin, 

same with you, that you continue to flourish in 

your new endeavors.  And that's all I have.  

Thank you. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for our senior director?  All right.  

Thank you.  City clerk? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  I just wanted 

to also extend thanks and congratulations to 

Alderman Tobin and Alderman Kleiner for your work 

on behalf of the city.  It's been a pleasure 

working for you the last few years.  Sparrow, I 

look forward to working with you on the county, 

and, Gerry, I'm sure I'll see you around.  Don't 

be a stranger.  Happy holidays. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Remarks of aldermen.  Alderman Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Thank you.  

Alderman Tobin, we've only been together for a 

short period of time, but you've certainly 

demonstrated leadership, and thank you for all 

the hard work.  And now teaming up with Janet 

representing Middletown, we're looking forward to 

working with you. 

Gerry, you and I have been together for 

many, many, many years.  You know, with you 

leaving, you now make me the oldest person on 

this council.  But we always didn't agree on 

every issue, but you were very passionate in 
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whatever you did and whatever you believed in, 

and you went forward with it.  And I think you 

did a tremendous job, and you are going to be 

missed here.  And I wish you, obviously, the 

best.  And I know we'll continue to see you. 

Everyone out there, whether it's merry 

Christmas, happy Hanukah, or happy Kwanzaa, I 

wish you all the best, and a happy and healthy 

new year to everyone. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Witt. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you very 

much.  First, I just want to mention that 

tomorrow on Wednesday, December 17th, the 

Middletown School District is having a job fair, 

the lower level gymnasium from 5 to 7 in 

Middletown High School.  They're hiring or we're 

hiring full-time educators, teaching assistants, 

security aides, and bilingual keyboard 

specialists. 

They're hiring part-time special 

education aides, monitors, and food service 

workers.  So if you're looking to work even, you 

know, part time or full time, I know a lot of 

cases where part time becomes full time.  So 



 

 

 

 

 

 

34 

please consider this.  It's on our website.  

There it is.  Thank you. 

To Gerry and Sparrow, this was a good 

team right here, and I'm going to miss it.  I 

really am.  I think you guys both served 

honorably.  I think you both remain true to who 

you are.  You tried hard, and you both made a 

difference.  So I wish you both the best of luck, 

and thank you for your service. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Excuse me.  

Thank you very much.  Yeah.  Alderman Tobin, we 

came in the same freshman class of aldermen, as 

you would say.  It's been a pleasure to work with 

you and I look forward to continuing to work with 

you as you move to the county level and see all 

of the wonderful things you'll be able to do for 

us there. 

Gerry, we've still got two weeks, so I 

don't know why I'm saying anything right now.  

But, you know, it's been nothing short of a great 

learning experience for me.  You've been a 

wonderful colleague, a wonderful mentor, and a 

wonderful friend.  I'm going to miss having you 
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sitting next to me, but I know you'll never be 

far away.  And I'm sure we'll see you at plenty 

of constituent meetings.  I hope you still come 

and be in the audience there and certainly we'll 

lean on your for your historical expertise and 

all you are so passionate about.  So thank you so 

much for your service.  And that's all I have.  

Happy holidays, everyone. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  I was going 

to say nothing this evening, but no one would 

believe me.  So, I want to report -- well, first 

let me say that this was the youth leadership 

academy, and thank you to the chief and for 

Sergeant Welch.  

It is amazing to see the young people 

understand that the police do and what community 

is all about and want to get their picture taken.  

So that was terrific, and I'm happy to be invited 

to it. 

We had our constituents' meeting last 

Monday, and it was cold.  But I thank Chief 

Ewanciw and Officer Brownstein for being there.  

They explained a lot about the new software.  And 
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it's amazing what it tells you and -- without 

reading plates or anything specific like that.  

It just gives you a whole lot of information on 

traffic patterns.  And so, Chief, thank you very 

much for that. 

The warming station will have two 

training dates coming up at 7 p.m. on January 6th 

and January 26th.  So if you think you'd like to 

help and you think you'd like to volunteer, 

please come to the Mulberry House on those days.  

We had our big meeting today with everyone from 

the county and locally involved in the warming 

station.  And again, the chief and lieutenant 

were there and very proactive in dealing with 

issues in transportation. 

And when you -- the warming station's 

been full most nights.  Been more than full, so 

you have a question of what do you do with the 

overflow.  And they've been working on that and 

very successfully.  So thank you, chief.  Thank 

you, Lieutenant Thoelen. 

I hope to see everybody at the Festival 

of Lights.  That's -- I think this is the eighth 

one now that we've done, and it's a good -- it's 

a very good way for the community to get together 
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and show support.  Thank you for the Democratic 

Committee, who also gave me a special plaque and 

very meaningful inscription.  And it was really 

nice to get that.  So thank you. 

The Middletown city departments have 

been terrific.  And I don't think people 

appreciate really how good the departments are.  

And our police department is unbelievably good 

and gets compliments from everywhere.  DPW, you 

know everything they do.  It's an amazing, really 

unbelievably well-functioning department. 

Our assessor has been terrific.  I know 

they're supposed to be independent from the city, 

but she's appointed by the city and she's been 

terrific.  The whole department has corporation 

counsel.  Give Alex credit. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Some 

credit.  Don't give him too much credit. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Well, he's 

done everything we've asked.  And the finance 

office, you know, we couldn't ask for more.  

Maria, community development, and Caitlin and 

everybody in her office, the city clerk's office, 

Indira and Laura -- Lori.  And Rick has done a 

great job. 
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The mayor's office runs this city 

beautifully.  The senior center is very popular, 

and we -- thanks, Julisa, and everybody and the 

staff there.  They do a great job.  The bid, the 

Paramount, parks and rec, it's -- we had that 

presentation at the last meeting, and anybody who 

says there's nothing for kids to do in Middletown 

just isn't paying attention.  But kids and adults 

too.  

So -- and also, the fire department, 

both paid fire department and the volunteers, to 

-- amazing turnout and -- we get.  And thank you, 

Andrew, for what you do for the fire department.  

It's terrific. 

I'll not only be around, but I'm still 

going to be the president of the Middletown 

Historical Society.  That's technically the 

Historical Society of Middletown and the Wallkill 

Precinct, Inc.  We're open.  And this is my 

twelfth year as president.  So I'm -- I say I'm 

the involuntary president of the all-volunteer 

society. 

But until someone else wants to take 

over, we really think it's important.  And Peter 

Laskaris has been our city historian for 40 
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years, and just an encyclopedia of Middletown 

history.  And last year we were open on Christmas 

day and New Year's day.  This year we'll be open 

on Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve because 

everyone stays from 1 to 4 regardless.  So unless 

the whole city gets closed down for ICE or 

something, that's it. 

I have learned, not having the Empire 

Plan anymore, what a mess the insurance field is.  

So we're doing the best we can to deal with that, 

but it's amazing.  And the federal government is 

not helping at all.  There are so many human 

rights that people don't understand.  There's 

human rights that we officially as a country no 

longer recognize. 

So -- and I noticed this year they did 

not have the student art exhibit in -- and it's 

their take on human rights.  There isn't one this 

year.  So unless that comes up sometime in the 

future, but it's hard to tell what human rights 

means anymore.  Corruption, it's just out of 

control. 

So I don't know.  Trump Derangement 

Syndrome means something different to me than it 

does to Donald Trump.  But anybody who calls 
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people low IQ and then says they're going to 

reduce healthcare costs by 700, 800 percent by 

1,200 percent, and they're calling someone else 

low IQ, it's really unbelievable. 

So that's -- there's so much, but I 

just basically say thank you to everyone  Thank 

you to everyone on the council.  It's been 

terrific working with you.  Thank you, Miguel.  

Thank you, Rick.  Thank you, Mayor.  Thank you to 

everyone in the city.  And maintenance, I mean, 

he's terrific.   

So I guess I'm a fan of the 

constitution.  That's what my political science 

and my graduate philosophy work tells me.  I do 

tell people when I went to Austin to graduate 

school, my tuition was $50 a semester.  But what 

I don't remember to say is that high-test was 

$.16 a gallon.  So those were different days. 

But I hope to make it to the ribbon-

cutting tomorrow.  I'll be at the historical 

society.  I'll see if I can get out for that, but 

meanwhile happy Winter Solstice.  Happy -- merry 

Christmas.  Happy Hanukah.  Happy Kwanzaa.  Happy 

New Year, and thank you very much, everyone. 

(Applause) 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderwoman Wray. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  It's hard to 

believe we're not going to hear your remarks 

again.  That's concerning.  Because I've got to 

say over the years, Gerry, the amount of things I 

have learned about not just Middletown, but your 

pretty cool and fantastic life, I really hope 

you've documented it in some way. 

Because I would love having a 

conversation with you and going home and be like, 

kids, did you know what Gerry Kleiner did when he 

was younger?  It was just that you really have 

such an amazing story, and it's such a pleasure 

to have worked with you these years.  And I love 

that you have an unwavering passion for what you 

do. 

And you being at the historical 

society, I can't imagine who I would go to about 

anything Middletown besides you.  So it's been an 

absolute pleasure and honor, and I hope you enjoy 

relaxing and not having to be here mixing it up 

with us all the time. 

And, Sparrow, it's been great to work 

with you, but we're going to still work with you 
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because now you're a legislator.  How great did 

that work out for us?  So I congratulate you on 

your win, and I'm excited to see what you do up 

there at the county level. 

I would like to thank all of the 

employees here in the city of Middletown because 

we sit here and we approve the projects, and we 

approve how we spend the money, but you guys are 

the reason it all works.  You know, between our 

fire department, our police department, every 

city employee, parks and rec, what we're doing 

here and what we offer is astonishing. 

And it's because our employees are just 

a cut above.  I mean, I've been to other 

municipalities, and I -- the friendliness and the 

helpfulness of our staff, this is why we are what 

we are here in Middletown.  So I'm proud of you 

all, and thank you for a very successful year. 

And as we close out this year, on a 

personal note, I just would like to say to 

everyone here in the city, you know, my family 

and I had a tough year.  And I cannot thank you 

all enough for the support for myself and my 

kids, and just really reaching out.  And I just 

feel very, very loved here, and I just thank you 
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very much for all that you've done for me and for 

mine.  So, with that, I can't say enough how 

lucky I am to be a Middie.  Happy holidays. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Well, well, 

well.  So several years ago, I referenced the 

movie The Boys in the Boat, and I still think 

it's a good analogy today.  We pull in 

synchronicity with the same oars.  We don't have 

a lot of substantive dialogues here at the 

council table, but that does not mean that 

substantive dialogues did not take place. 

I want to wish both of you the best.  

Of course, Gerry, you're not totally rid of me 

because you're still going to be on the Community 

Campus Committee, first Wednesday of every month.  

So mark that back down on your calendar. 

Sparrow, we're obviously looking 

forward to great things, and we appreciate all 

that you've done for this council. 

O&W, congratulations.  You had brief 

glimpses over the last few months of a very 

arduous and painstaking process involving dozens 

of people at various points in their levels of 
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organizational skills, shall we say, of trying to 

keep everything straight.  And just 

congratulations.  It just was not easy even 

though you tried to make it look easy. 

Teenage Wasteland, you know, I was on 

the board back in that day, and that whole 

department and project was not without 

controversy at the time.  Mayor referenced going 

to the middle schools and being -- noting the 

civic mindedness of those children.  And when you 

watch this movie, which I assume most of you did, 

which was -- if you lived it, it was riveting, 

just think how all those elected officials in all 

those clips, when they went to work that day and 

said, oh, there's a bunch of teenagers coming in 

to talk about the environment.   

And then the look on their faces when 

those were the questions, and it was all being 

filmed.  And the answers really didn't work out 

that well for many of those people as history 

proved.  So congratulations to Dr. Isseks.  And I 

think one of the best parts of that were seeing 

the clips of the kids in high school and then 

interviewing those four or five people as adults 

thinking back to how it was. 
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Of course, Miguel was on the cutting 

room floor, but you probably had a noteworthy 

mention for that.  So I appreciate that. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I made 

60 Minutes. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Oh, was that 

you there?  Oh, okay. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I was 

there. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  

Congratulations. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  And for 

four years I was a camera guy. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  See?  I didn't 

see you in the credits, but I'll go back and 

watch it again. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I'm 

there. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Okay.  You 

know, it is the holiday season, but I'm sorry 

that we have to acknowledge the events of the 

last week.  Three -- at least three of you on 

this council have children who are either in 

undergraduate or graduate levels of their 

education.  I finished giving my students at Fei 
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Tian, all four of them, their final exam. 

My granddaughter just started high 

school, so I'm in a tunnel of sorts.  I will try 

to hold down the septuagenarian seat here at the 

council table, but it won't be easy.  They're 

children.  Some may say, well, they're not 

children, they're young adults.  But in my world, 

in my mind, they're children.  I spent a semester 

with four children who -- many of whom came from 

Vietnam, came to a different country, mastered a 

second or third language, and tried to navigate 

being a freshman at college taking biology. 

All of your children have done the same 

thing, and whether we want to talk about guns or 

not, I don't.  But the fact of the matter is we 

should never lose sight that all of these 

children know what it means to shelter in place.  

And that is not a good thing.  Thanks. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Jean-Francois. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCIOS:  Yes.  

Good evening.  I have to start with Gerry.  

Gerry, thank you for your wisdom and your 

knowledge.  I don't know if you remember when I 

first come on board, you took me to the 
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historical building, and you took me aside to 

show me around all of those pictures.  To me, it 

looked -- the place looked like a big flea 

market.  It has so much stuff in there, and Gerry 

was showing me the pictures, you know, and 

plates, and all kind of stuff.  I was like wow. 

And when I left there, it was -- I had 

so much knowledge just being in the city of 

Middletown.  Thanks to you for your wisdom.  

Thank you for your service.  You definitely will 

be missed.  The meeting will be a lot shorter 

without you, but... 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  We still have 

Jacob. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCIOS:  But thank 

you for all you do, Gerry.  Appreciate it.  Good 

luck moving forward in anything that you do.  All 

right. 

Sparrow, on behalf of the 4th Ward 

community, we thank you for what you do.  Thank 

you for being a great partner over the years.  We 

really pushed each other, especially during the 

campaign season and with you calling me.  Are we 

going to go out today?  Usually you picked three 

days out of the week.  I said, man, I'm not up to 
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it.  Come on, let's go for a couple of hours.  

And once I hear that, that gets me going.  And we 

always, you know, go out there and do what we're 

supposed to do.  I want to thank you for 

everything that you do, all right?  You rock, 

man.  I think you'll do well as a county 

legislator.  Good luck with everything.  Thank 

you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Tobin. 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Well, I 

encourage everybody to go to the Festival of 

Lights.  It's very festive.  It's a great event.  

As I step down after eight years, I have two 

things that I've been working on I'll pass off to 

the next public safety committee chair.  The 

speed bumps, we have two locations.  The plan was 

to put them in as a pilot and see how they work. 

So the next step is to get the data 

from the police chief to see how effective they 

are and then decide if you guys want to move 

forward with them.  And then how effective they 

are.  I think they're effective.  And then step 

two would be to create guidelines to, you know, 

and requirements if you want to put them in other 
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places in the city. 

The nuisance calls, I think Alex is 

working on the third draft of the iteration of 

the nuisance calls.  So someone will have to pick 

up on there.  Gerry, you know, it's been such a 

pleasure to work with you.  I know you're on the 

Democratic Committee.  You have so much 

institutional and historical knowledge about the 

city.  It's been great to work with you and get 

your perspective. 

And I would say you're the John Perrino 

of the city council.  And if you know John 

Perrino, I think that's a compliment.  So you're 

always everywhere, and I truly look forward to 

seeing those pictures too. 

I don't usually speak at great length, 

but tonight at my final city council meeting as 

alderman, I want to take a moment to say thank 

you.  Thank you to the voters, my fellow aldermen 

and women, the mayor, and all the people I've had 

the privilege of working with in this role.  It 

has truly been an honor. 

And as I look ahead, I'm excited to 

continue serving by representing Middletown and 

the county legislature.  Sitting here, I realize 
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I will miss these meetings more than I expected.  

While we handle serious business, there's always 

been a great sense of humor in this room, and you 

could see that tonight.  You could feel that.  

And that has made the work both meaningful and 

enjoyable. 

I especially want to thank my partner 

Jude.  We work well together, always pushing each 

other to do our best.  I couldn't have asked for 

a better partner over the last eight years.  I 

will truly miss working alongside you. 

I look forward to working with 

Legislator Janet Sutherland in the future for 

Middletown.  Over the time -- over my time on the 

council, I've learned a great deal about our 

water system and our sewer system, screw pumps, 

copper sulfate.  Tonight I learned about 

fluoride.  Traffic lights, code enforcement, 

local laws, how the local government really 

works. 

But more importantly, I've learned how 

deeply this mayor and common council care about 

the city and how thoughtful every tax dollar is 

stretched to deliver the greatest benefit to our 

residents.  Because it really is. 



51 

I've also learned that we are fortunate 

enough to have some of the most talented 

department heads in the region.  Their work 

speaks for itself.  The way they collaborate is 

so impressive.  They're exceptional professionals 

and even better people. 

I've never brought them a problem that 

they didn't give their full effort and attention 

to solving or find the right person who could.  I 

have learned what a forward-thinking police chief 

and dedicated police force we have.  They truly 

are the heroes and our city is safer because of 

it.  The same could be said of our fire 

department. 

I've walked almost every street and 

every neighborhood in this city, and in doing so, 

I've learned just great our neighbors and our 

family owned businesses are, and how they care 

about our city.  And one thing I still haven't 

learned, though, is what's going on with that 

taxidermy dog in front of DPW, why we have so 

many streets named after oak trees, and how keeps 

stealing all my pens.  I'm down to my last one. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCIOS:  I've got 

one. 
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ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  But some 

things -- yeah, I think that's mine.  Some things 

I guess will remain a mystery.  But I could go 

around the room and praise each of you 

individually, but that would take a long time.  

So instead, I'll close by saying how much I have 

appreciated your opinions, your perspective, and 

your dedication.  Each of you brings unique 

talents to this team, and our city is better 

because of it.  Thank you. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Lastly, I want to congratulate Gerry on 

his retirement.  I met Gerry once taking pictures 

of me and my kids, and I didn't know who he was.  

Then I thought he was the media or he was The 

Record or something. 

And then I realized that he's just a 

regular guy, and he got involved.  And we had 

some battles, but we always respect each other.  

We've gone back and forth for many, many years.  

I think Gerry only missed one or two meetings the 

whole time, right?  Only two meetings.  That 

takes a lot, you know?  That's a lot of 

commitment and dedication. 
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So I know you're going to be around.  I 

know you'll speak up if we do something not right 

or anything.  I know how you are, and I do 

appreciate you.  You know, when you come in here 

and you tell us about the history and everything, 

I always double check and I always Google it to 

make sure you're right.  You are right, and it's 

always a pleasure. 

Any time you talk about Gettysburg, I 

take the trip down to the Gettysburg and look for 

anything from Orange County, and especially from 

the city of Middletown.   

And Sparrow Tobin, we've been friends, 

we've been going back and forth.  You email me 

any time of the night, 2:00 in the morning if 

there's a stop sign that's broken or anything. 

It's always been great. 

The county is changing, but I -- you 

know, I know that you will bring the right 

leadership.  I don't want a $15,000 grant every 

year.  Hint, hint, I want money, you know?  It's 

like we want representation.  It's, I believe, 

one meeting a month. 

So -- and I know you'll do good.  I 

know that you will represent the city of 
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Middletown in the right way, and I look forward 

to working with everybody on the county level.  

And just make sure that if Newburgh gets 

something, we get double what Newburgh gets.  If 

Port Jervis gets something, we get double than 

Port Jervis.  Just make sure you bring it back 

home.  So that's the biggest key. 

Congratulations again.  I know you are 

welcome any time at the county -- at our meetings 

to speak and come up and give us any updates.  

Heritage Trail, let's not wait another 30 years.  

Let's get it done.  Let's work on it.  And go 

from there.  Thank you. 

All right.  New business. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

We have a resolution sponsored by Alderman 

Kleiner authorizing an amendment to the city code 

to remove a handicapped parking space at 9 

Sunnyside Avenue. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  

Roll.  Alderman Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Yeah.  Thank you.  

So we agreed about a year or so ago to put this 
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in.  This is -- a landlord had a tenant who was 

in need of this, and it was with the idea that we 

would get rid of it when it was time to get rid 

of it, and that time has come.  And the landlord 

held up her end of the deal by letting us know 

about this.  So I just wanted to give you the 

background on that, okay?  Thank you very much. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Anyone else?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 
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ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing and amendment to the 2026 budget for 

senior trip funding. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $20,779.71 budget transfer for the 

purchase of desks for the Department of Public 

Works. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $6,744 budget transfer within the 

2025 Parks and Rec budget for the repair and 

replacement of the boxing room carpet. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an agreement with Docu Sign. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  I just wanted 

to mention that these resolutions were all 

discussed at the board of estimate.  So we do 
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know what they're about.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Anyone 

else?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray?  I was 

looking right at you too. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Thank you very much.  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Kleiner authorizing the approval of the 

2026 tax warrant. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois?  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

62 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $350 transfer within the 2025 

senior center budget for telephone expenses. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an agreement with Pets Alive Inc. for 

the trap, neuter, and release program, TNR. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an agreement with Pets Alive Inc. to 

shelter stray cats and dogs. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $20,000 transfer in the 2025 

Department of Public Works budget for repair and 

maintenance to sanitation vehicles. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleinter 

authorizing a $13,191 transfer for repairs to the 

sprinkler system at the Paramount Theater. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $10,025 transfer within the 2025 

water budget to cover costs and repairs to a 

water main break. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  
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Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing transfers within the 2025 Paramount 
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Theater budget. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $2,643 transfer within the 2025 

city clerk's budget for city code updates. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution by Alderman Kleiner.  Seconded by 

Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 
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Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an $852 transfer within the city 

clerk's '25 budget for EZ Pass tags. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $2,000 transfer within the city 

clerk's '25 budget for end-of-year expenses. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution by Alderman Kleiner.  Seconded by 

Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an $815 transfer within the 2025 

Economic and Community Development budget. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois?  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an $8,709.22 transfer within the 2025 

Office of Economic and Community Development 

budget for the small business loan program. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 
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ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $50,673 budget transfer within the 

2025 police budget for cameras at Wolslayer 

Field. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 
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ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing the mayor to execute Paramount 

Theater rental and related agreements. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 
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ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing the acceptance of Amendment Number 8 

for additional 2025 funding for the Golden Era 

Transportation Program. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  
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Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 
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accepting the transfer of real property located 

at 19-35 Roberts Street and authorizing execution 

of related documents. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 
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Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an amendment to City Code Chapter 

460, Vehicles and Traffic as it Pertains to 

Scooters. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

81 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

accepting the -- 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  

(Indiscernible). 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  I got that.  

I don't have to repeat.  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Kleiner authorizing a $27,000 transfer 

within the Department of Public Works budget to 

replace pedestrian crossing poles and related 

equipment. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 
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ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an agreement with the Humane Society 

of Port Jervis and Deerpark for stray animals. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 
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ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois?  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing and agreement with the Humane Society 

of Middletown for sheltering stray dogs and cats. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a $66,384 budget transfer within the 

'25 Department of Public Works budget for a 

vehicle for the commissioner of public works. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

85 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Motion 

by Alderman Kleiner.  Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  

Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois?  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Fine.  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

appointing Juanita McMillan, Thomas Preston Lee, 

Shawn Williams, Nicole Everett, Talaya Miller, 
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Mackenzy Hagan, Isaiah Soto, Ashley Ortiz, and 

Erick Rodriguez as volunteer firefighters. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Big thank you 

to all of them. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Well said. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Anyone 

else?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 
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ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolutions sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing budget transfers within the 2025 fire 

department budget for a replacement vehicle. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

88 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Audit? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Mr. President, I 

move the accounts be audited, the claims be 

adjusted, and the city treasurer be authorized to 

issue warrants for their payment. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi.   

ALDERWOMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Second. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Move 

for adjournment. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  So move. 

(Adjourned) 
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ALL:  -- United States of America and 

to the republic for which it stands one nation 

under God indivisible with liberty and justice 

for all. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Roll? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderwoman 

Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Green?  

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Witt? 
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ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Quorum is 

present.  

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Approval of minutes? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  September 16, 

2025, please. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I have 

motion by Mr. Masi.  Do I have a second?  By 

Alderwoman Wray.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye.  

Correspondence? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  We have one 

letter this evening.  "Dear Members of the City 

Council, We respectfully request that the City of 

Middletown Common Council approve a zoning change 

from OR2 to UR3 for our property located at 137 

Linden Avenue, Middletown, New York. 
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"This project will preserve the 

property, benefit the community, and address 

current zoning restrictions in a manner 

consistent with the board's standards for 

granting variances.  The redesign of the 

conversion will preserve the historical façade 

and conditions of existing historic building 

while modernizing the interior to provide much 

needed housing of the community. 

"It will also preserve a historic 

structure, maintain the aesthetic and cultural 

value of the neighborhood.  The proposed zoning 

change aligns with the city's goals of promoting 

economic development, increasing housing 

availability, and enhancing community services, 

such as creating parks with walking trails and 

picnic areas. 

"The property's location at 137 Linden 

Avenue cannot only increase the housing capacity, 

but also provide off-street parking, which will 

improve the convenience and safety for park 

visitors.  I believe this change will benefit the 

neighborhoods and support the overall growth and 

development of the City of Middletown. 

"Additionally, I am committed to 
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working with the city to ensure the project 

complies with all applicable regulations and 

enhances the surrounding area.  I kindly request 

that the city council review the proposal and 

schedule a public hearing to discuss the zoning 

change.  I am happy to provide additional 

information, including a detailed site plan, 

environmental impact assessment, and other 

documentation as required.   

"Please feel free to contact me at this 

number to discuss this matter further.  Thank you 

for your time and consideration.  I look forward 

to the opportunity to collaborate with the city 

to ensure this project serves the best interest 

of our community.  Sincerely, Charlie Jay." 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  And received and forwarded to the 

committee.  And for the good of the city, we have 

a special recognition tonight. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Good evening.  

You know, we began recognizing and honoring some 

of our long-term businesses, our long-time 

businesses in the city.  Because what we were -- 

we started finding ourselves doing was a lot of 

ribbon-cuttings for new businesses.  And then we 
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said, well, what about the people that have been 

here for a long time?  So we started with a -- 

you know, a few here and there of 20 years, I 

think of 30 years.  We talked of the Boffa 

family.  We had others in that went some time. 

But when we get to the center of the 

city, there's nobody that's been more of a 

Middletown legend atmosphere I'll call him, and 

that's Stephen Keeler, the owner and founder of 

Rock Fantasy.  Rock Fantasy is celebrating 40 

years in downtown Middletown.  They opened on 

November 4, 1985 at 79 West Main Street right 

behind city hall here. 

They were inspired by selling concert 

t-shirts at fairs and flea markets.  Stephen 

started with $2,000 and the support of his 

parents.  He grew quickly to selling LPs, shirts, 

pins, posters, patches expanding his business.  

He hosted autograph signings with bands.  The 

store became a local music hub.  He hosted many 

famous bands, such as Alice In Chains, Skid Row, 

Overkill and more.   

He then continued to expand his 

outreach into the community by hosting pro-

wrestlers for meet-and-greets: Jake the Snake 
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Roberts.  I'd like to see him take on Masi in a 

little...  The Iron Shiek, Tommy Dreamer, and 

many others.  And it became a destination for 

both music and wrestling fans.  You know, Stephen 

was ahead of his time because we're -- you know, 

we -- we're trying to get younger downtown, and 

we're also trying to reach different groups and 

different types of arts, and Stephen was doing it 

going all the way back to 1985. 

He expanded into additional new scenes.  

He had started a punk section and it thrived.  He 

supported local bands, sold demos, and employed 

many musicians.  He brought back pinball and 

vinyl.  He added a pinball room and founded the 

Orange County Pinball Club, which meets every 

Thursday at his place. 

He hosted nationally ranked pinball 

tournaments, became a showroom for the latest 

pinball machines.  So, in the new era of this 

club or this organization, Rock Fantasy, he moved 

to 12 East Main Street.  It included a larger 

storefront, expanded the record department, a 

bigger smoke shop, and major pinball display 

area.  Still Middletown's hub for music, pinball, 

and rock culture. 
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So, after nearly 40 years of serving 

generations of music fans, a living part of the 

Hudson Valley's rock history, Rock Fantasy, more 

than a store, it's a lifestyle.  And when Stephen 

gets up here, he's going to tell you all about 

it.  And so we wanted to at least recognize 

Stephen, present him with this plaque from the 

City of Middletown from myself and the council 

president and the members of the board.  If he'd 

come up, we can -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Whoo. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  -- present it 

to you. 

(Applause) 

(Indiscernible speaking while photo is 

taken.) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Why don't you 

say some words? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Good call last 

minute. 

STEPHEN KEELER:  Well, it's definitely 

been a long journey.  I don't know where the -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Yeah, 

(indiscernible). 

STEPHEN KEELER:  -- time went, you 
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know?  And 40 years and I don't plan on stopping 

any time soon.  So we just signed another lease 

for another five years.  And I love what I do, 

and I'm blessed to be able to do what I do.  I 

love going to work every day.  And pinball -- 

like you were talking, pinball's become a big 

part.   

It's weird because years ago we got rid 

of the records.  Nobody was going to buy a record 

again.  It was like 8-tracks, right?  So we got 

rid of the record bins and we made the pinball 

bigger.  And then at one time, we got rid of most 

of the pinballs and made the smoke shop bigger. 

Now in the last couple of years, we've 

made the smoke shop smaller and made the pinball 

bigger.  So we've been moving with the times.  

But -- and we're having a celebration in town, a 

40th anniversary.  We're going to have a concert 

over at The Zone at Clemson on November 1st.  

We've got a bunch of bands, including a Black 

Sabbath tribute with Ozzy we lost this year.  So 

we're looking forward to celebrating. 

And it's an honor to have this plaque 

from you guys, and hope to keep going and 

bringing more people to downtown Middletown.  You 
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know? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  

Congratulations. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Thank you. 

(Applause) 

STEPHEN KEELER:  Alice in -- people 

still talk about when Alice in Chains were there.  

We didn't know who they were when the record 

company called up because it was a brand new 

band.  Alice in Chains, that's a weird name for a 

band, you know?  And they said, well, do you want 

to do it?  And now I've got 20-year-old kids 

coming in to buy Alice in Chains records.  We've 

got a plaque up on the wall with all the photos 

from that day. 

And I think there's a picture of the 

line of kids.  And it was funny because when 

Equilibrium opened, people thought I had bands 

doing (indiscernible).  I said, no, they're lined 

up for beer.  Thanks. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  

Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

STEPHEN KEELER:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 
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right.  For the good of the city. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  We have one 

speaker this evening, Orange County Legislator 

Janet Sutherland. 

COUNCILWOMAN JANET SUTHERLAND:  Hey, 

good evening.  Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity to speak with you this evening.  So 

many years ago, Orange County and the City of 

Middletown began a project for a transportation 

hub here in the city over by the bus garage.  The 

bus terminal, excuse me.  And that was many moons 

ago. 

And then COVID happened, and things 

kind of got in the way.  However, I'm very 

pleased to be able to say that Mayor DeStefano 

and I and along with the county executive have 

had several meetings to try to get this project 

up and moving again.  The -- many years ago, the 

county was able to secure almost $7.5 million in 

grant money to make this project happen. 

I believe that a very positive meeting 

happened today with several people to get this 

project off the ground again and moving in the 

right direction.  So I'm very excited to be able 

to share that.  I appreciate the mayor.  I, of 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

course, appreciate the work that Alan Sorensen 

did in the county and working alongside the 

county executive to kind of make sure that this 

takes off and we can get it up and running again.  

So, thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Thank 

you. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Remarks of the mayor. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yes.  I'll 

just pick up where Janet left off.  She has been 

very instrumental in reviving this project.  

Jacob and I -- we were on a conference call today 

with a -- what do you call, the Zoom -- 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  A virtual 

meeting. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Virtual 

meeting.  That's what you call it, with Coach 

USA, Alan Sorensen, and representatives of the 

county.  Whatever you did, Janet, you really made 

a difference because everybody was on the call 

today, including the county attorneys, and we're 

hoping to have a significant announcement in a 

very short period of time on the project once 
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again moving forward.  It's complicated.  It's 

seven and a half millions dollars.  It involves 

the city injecting property.  It involves Coach 

injecting property that they paid $220,000 for 

many, many years ago.   

But it will be a new terminal.  It'll 

be an off-street bus pull-in.  It'll be safe 

parking connectivity with the Heritage Trail.  So 

a whole bunch of positive things.  And because of 

COVID and the hold on money, it did not seem like 

it was moving as quickly or it wasn't moving as  

-- at all. 

So Legislator Sutherland did approach 

me about it and said, hey, I think I can be 

helpful.  I said whatever you can do.  And he did 

it.  And so I appreciate it and appreciate your 

efforts on behalf of the city. 

So, moving on, we have today and Eagle 

Scout named Joseph Galdamez whose dad happens to 

be a Middletown fireman and who is working on a 

project called the Civil War Restoration at 

Hillside.  That's part of his Eagle project.  I 

met with the young man a few weeks ago, and he 

described the project.  He submitted to me a 

several-page proposal that includes describing 
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his project, how it will be helpful to the 

community along with many other -- you know, how 

many volunteers it'll take.  What is the ask of 

others in the community?   

And one of the asks from us is a -- 

some of the old sidewalks, the flagstone 

sidewalks.  So he needs about 30 feet of that and 

possibly moving some boulders, moving some stone, 

and transporting it.  So in order for us to do 

that, you, the common council, would have to vote 

on that.   

So I told Joseph that he had to come 

here and make his presentation.  And I didn't 

have to ask him.  He was very willing to come 

here and do that.  So at this point, what I'd 

like to do is bring Joseph up and let him make 

his presentation on this project.  So, Joseph, 

come on up. 

JOSEPH GALDAMEZ:  Hello.  My name is 

Joseph Galdamez, and I'm a 10th grader in 

Middletown High School.  I'm currently working on 

my Eagle project, and the plan is just to move 

the graves from Hillside, which were dumped in a 

pond, and kind of forgotten for and make them 

more open and I felt the community could learn 
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more about it. 

The graves were retrieved and just laid 

down on the floor, and it looks like a walkway.  

And I wanted to make more respect for them so 

they could be shown more to the public.  I'm 

going to be asking for 30-feet of flagstone 

because the (indiscernible) need reconstructed 

stones, and they have all the stones in their 

inventory.  So the flagstones would be really 

helpful for my project so I could connect it -- 

my project to the main road of the cemetery so 

you could easily walk over to it.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Good job. 

(Applause) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  So after this 

evening and this evening's vote, Jacob will be 

authorized to cooperate with them.  I know Andy 

Mills is here from Hillside and mentioned that 

there is a possibility that some other stones may 

be needed to be moved in addition to, but he's 

going to discuss that with Joseph and the 

project.  

We all look forward to cutting the 

ribbon on the project, I guess will be the best 
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thing we can say.  But it is a Civil War 

restoration project, and we're very thankful for 

his efforts. 

Next would be the Department of State 

and the community campus.  The -- at the last 

meeting we had the Brownfield Opportunity Area 

Plan.  Kate Stryker was here and she did make a 

presentation to the city and to the council.  

They also attended the Hispanic Heritage Festival 

on Sunday.  They're doing a lot of their outreach 

on this project. 

And as you know that we're trying to 

develop a community-led vision for the area and 

for the neighborhood for the former psychiatric 

center now called the Community Campus.  They're 

creating development concepts for strategic 

vacant and underutilized sites on the campus.  

They identified site development opportunities 

and enhancements consistent with a community 

vision. 

And that's the key is community vision, 

that we have been doing a lot of outreach into 

the community.  And the -- I think the most 

consistent feedback that myself, and I'm sure the 

-- Alderman Johnson and Alderwoman Kate will 
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attest to, is that they like the development 

that's been happening on the campus.  They're 

attracted to the restoration of the buildings, 

the open space.  There is no interest in -- or 

very limited interest, I could say, through the 

community outreach and to high-density housing at 

the campus. 

But we're also continuing to do that 

outreach.  So whatever feedback the public may 

have, please continue to do so through your 

aldermen, through myself, or directly through 

Maria Bruni's office or through the -- directly 

with Pattern For Progress who is managing the 

grant. 

This study is being handled by the 

Pattern For Progress.  It's a $250,000 grant.  

And you can see some of the community output -- 

or input that we've been going through.  We've 

had public meetings, focus meetings, survey, 

table events, and this is where the community 

input is coming from. 

So we're excited about the potential at 

the campus.  As you know, we just received a $10 

million grant or $6.6 million grant for the 

Kleiner facility.  We're hoping for another 3.3 
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to come in.  It's a much larger project than 

that, so we're putting that together.  This is 

separate from that grant, but the -- we want to 

make sure that the campus, once again, becomes a 

vibrant and inclusive space that serves as the 

central hub for education, innovation, culture of 

the arts, commerce, and outdoor recreation. 

And if you look at the campus in its 

current state, it's all of those things now, but 

it can be much, much more than it is now.  So I 

want to thank Pattern for Progress for doing all 

that good work. 

Next is the status of the parking 

garage.  We have two projects on South Street.  

One is the parking garage.  The other is the 

court.  I checked with Jacob today.  He gave me 

an update on the court.  We're still targeted for 

the December finishing up with the court 

facility.   

As you know it's a $6 million project, 

3 million funded through Senator Skoufis, 3 

million funded through city taxpayers as the city 

is responsible for providing facility, and the 

court has expanded to two courts based on going 

to regionalization. 
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But Phase 1 on the left of the screen 

is underway.  The parking area, as you can see, 

the lower parking area has been dug out.  The 

bank has been removed.  You can see equipment.  

This is back in August of this year when the 

equipment started being moved in.  Orange and 

Rockland is moving the utility line.  You know, 

there's a lot that has to be done with the EV 

chargers and the movement of those lines and the 

underground lines.  They have to be -- go forward 

with that. 

And if you remember that this project 

is being designed and constructed Phase 1 so that 

we can go up to a Phase 2.  Phase 2 would include 

much more parking than the current project will 

offer.  It has about a -- this I think is a net 

plus 80 in that area parking spots for downtown, 

which will be very helpful for Paramount events.  

But the -- overall, the project has 

been moving at a steady pace after much delay 

from Orange and Rockland.  But the heavy 

equipment is there.  You see them digging.  You 

see them moving earth, and I know the -- Malum 

Construction is the company that's doing the 

work.  And so it's a slight inconvenience for the 
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businesses over there, but they do see the 

benefits in the long run.  So that's your update 

on the court and the South Street parking garage. 

Here we had a call from Senator Skoufis 

who wanted to do some outreach on the North 

Street corridor with some of the Latino 

businesses.  So we visited many of the 

businesses, four or five at least, and had 

conversations.  And the common denominator with 

many of the businesses was most of the businesses 

are suffering in a sense of sales because of ICE.  

And this is not -- and it's not just 

undocumented people they're talking about.  We're 

talking about families who are staying home 

because they have a family member who may be 

undocumented they don't want to bring attention 

to.  So the community is hurting in that area and 

the businesses are hurting. 

But the senator was there to show his 

support, also hear from them on different ideas, 

opened his office up for offering to meet with 

more business leaders in his office here in 

Middletown to see if there's any way the state 

government can help or the city government can do 

more.  So I want to thank Senator Skoufis.  I 
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want to thank the business leaders for opening 

their doors and sharing, you know, very candidly 

their experience with what's going on in 

downtown. 

The general -- the average -- not 

average.  The lowest one that -- who said the 

lost of business resulting from ICE was about 15 

percent, and that number went up to some 

businesses all the way to 60 to 70 percent.  So 

it's devastating to some of the businesses.  

They're surviving.  They're hanging in there, but 

there's -- so if you have an opportunity to stop 

in one of the stores and spend a couple of bucks, 

please do so. 

We had another ribbon cutting, which I 

commented on before.  The -- we're doing a lot of 

welcoming to new businesses downtown, and that's 

why we're here honoring Stephen tonight.  But 

this was Alondra's Pizzeria, and it's on 202 

North Street.  We had a great ribbon cutting 

there. 

The -- Alondra and his family -- this 

is the third restaurant in the city of 

Middletown.  They have Alondra's at 14 -- I think 

it's 14 North Street or -- yeah, 14 North. 
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MAN 1:  14. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  They have the 

52 Cottage.  His brother has that operation, the 

old Diana's, and this is the third.  So Alondra 

and his family, the -- you know, they're making a 

huge investment into our community, and we were 

happy to be there.  The pizza was fantastic.  We 

had a little meeting last night.  We had about 

six pies delivered.  They were hot.  They were 

good, and I'm sure you'll enjoy it. 

Over the weekend we also had the 

opportunity to visit Alloy.  I referenced COVID 

before.  Alloy, which is located at 42 North 

Street, she opened in March of 2020.  So she had 

her lease signed in March of 2020.  And you know 

what happened in March of 2020.  Right after was 

COVID.   

So since she never had her ribbon 

cutting, she called and said, hey, I'm going to 

throw a five-year party and I'd like to invite 

you all to come and cut the ribbon.  So myself, 

Maria, Alderman Johnson, as you could see in the 

picture, we all attended.  It was a great night, 

and I want to congratulate Alloy for their 

commitment to downtown. 
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Stephen mentioned he just signed a new 

five-year lease.  She also mentioned she's 

looking for a lease extension, so not only are 

businesses coming.  We know some will fail, of 

course, like anywhere, but it's good to see 

people signing lease extensions. 

And then we went over to East Main 

Street yesterday at the last minute.  So not all 

of you got invited, but -- because we had a 

little communication issue, but we were able to 

make it to the restaurant at 14 East Main Street.  

It's Viva Mexican Grocer and Deli.  Again, great 

food, great people making a big commitment into 

the city.  And we had a nice lunch in there also.  

So... 

And then to round up the weekend, we -- 

the -- we had two events on Sunday.  One -- the 

first one was at the Masonic Lodge.  We're -- we 

were invited.  I was invited to come together 

with a group for Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month.  As the speakers noted, it's not an easy 

subject to talk about, but it's one that people 

do have to talk about. 

The Middletown Police Department was 

represented by two officers, Sergeant Gallagher, 
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and I'm not sure -- I don't recall the other 

officer.  But also Fearless was there, and a good 

turnout from the Mason Lodge folks and others.  

So we have a local author who her -- I only know 

her by Suzetta Brown, but -- I know her by 

Suzetta Brown because I -- she grew up on Prince 

Street.  And very difficult to talk about what 

she has gone through in her life.  But not only 

is she talking about it, she has written two 

books about it. 

So Suzetta had her second book signing 

there on Sunday.  And I just want to say thank 

you to Suzetta, her husband Derek for putting on 

this event.  It's the second one, a second 

annual.  Hopefully next year it will be more 

well-attended, and -- but she does talk about the 

pain and struggle, and she chose to turn that 

experience into purpose. 

And she shared her journey, and she's 

helping others find their voice.  And that's part 

of her mission in life now.  So congratulations 

to Suzetta and good luck with your newest book 

that you have out. 

And then we headed over to the 

Discovery America in Middletown, New York 
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festivities at Erie Way Park.  I don't think we 

could've asked for better weather.  I think most 

of you had showed up at one point during the day.  

We -- again, this was put together in three or 

four weeks by the merchants.  They approached the 

city and said, listen, we think we would like to 

do something to support heritage -- Hispanic 

Heritage Month.  So we told them we'll put 

together a plan. 

So they started meeting themselves, put 

together a little bit of a plan.  Then they 

started to meet with Maria and her staff.  And 

then we included others in.  And so I wanted to 

thank the Alondra's Cuisine, Estelitas Mexican 

Kitchen, La Amistad, La Esquina, Nana's Columbian 

Bakery, Olivia's Empanadas, and The Taco Factory.  

Those were the businesses that were there. 

But also the Recreation Department was 

there with pumpkin giveaways by the Middletown 

YMCA with face painting.  The soccer club was 

scheduled to be there but were unable to make it 

because of a last minute death in the family.  

There was so much music and dancing for five 

consecutive hours.  And it was an opportunity to 

share in the traditions and culture of the 
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Hispanic community. 

So they were very thankful.  I know 

Maria had a follow-up meeting this morning and 

there's already talk of not only doing it again 

next year but expanding it for -- expanding the 

footprint and inviting more local businesses in.  

So the -- you can see the crowds were nice.  At 

one point the crowds were very heavy. 

I saw Miguel with his Giants pullover.  

He was very happy at one point because the Giants 

were up 19-nothing and Green Bay was losing at 

that point.  And he made some sarcastic comments, 

and then it ended up Green Bay won and the Giants 

lost.  But I don't want to point that out. 

But the -- as you can see, the -- 

colorful.  They were -- the people were 

fantastic.  And when I had the opportunity to 

speak, I thanked them for coming because I know 

it's a lot, as I said, with the stores being 

hurt.  It was a lot for people to come out and 

meet in a large group such as this.  So they all 

did a great job, and they were very proud of 

their heritage and their traditions.  So that's 

my presentation.  If you have any questions, I'll 

be more than happy to address them. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Please bear with 

me.  I'm a little confused.  I know you just gave 

a great presentation.  Some of it was concerning 

the downtown parking.  I walked by the site and I 

see progress, and yet your little opponent on 

Saturday wrote -- and in my opinion disparages 

not only, but our common council, he wrote, and I 

quote, "I've heard your comments loud and clear.  

Parking in downtown Middletown has become a real 

problem. 

"Every day residents and visitors 

circle the blocks, park far away from the 

destinations, or risk tickets due to unclear 

regulations.  We've all heard promises about 

parking garages during election season, but talk 

stops once votes are counted.  It's time for real 

action."  That's the end of the quote. 

Of course, we must recognize that this 

came from someone who represents much of the city 

of Middletown as our county legislator who missed 

almost three years of meetings stating, "I don't 

have to attend meetings."  Talk about no action.  

My question, are there some issues with this 
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project that I am not aware of?  Is the project 

not moving forward?  Would you please clarify 

that? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Sure.  I'd be 

happy to.  Maria, can you back to the video?  I 

think the pictures speak for themselves.  I mean, 

that -- in regards to the parking garage, the 

parking garage is moving forward.  It's under 

construction.  You see the heavy equipment.  You 

see the whole row of parking has been removed up 

on top.   

The lower mountain has been removed.  

The -- Orange and Rockland's been on the scene 

working.  They're -- you know, the picture speaks 

for itself.  In regards to the parking -- 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  (Indiscernible) 

-- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  It's nonsense.  

It's so -- listen, it's silly season nonsense, 

and we understand the silly season nonsense.  But 

more importantly, the -- when someone says the 

people are -- there's too many people downtown in 

regards to parking, it goes back to what we were 

just addressing before is, you know, having a 

parking issue in downtown, if you were doing 
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nothing about it would be a concern. 

But we have done a lot about it.  We -- 

all these lots have been reconstructed.  The DRI 

money, James Street lot, lot back here, Orchard 

Street lot, Canal Street, all these lots have 

been reconstructed.  South Street you have the 

two lots.  So the parking is there.  Our report, 

if he had read it in 2017, the strategic plan, 

identifies over 1,200 parking spots alone within 

the center core of downtown. 

But when you have ribbon cutting after 

ribbon cutting, and businesses such as Stephen 

Keeler bringing in people, bringing in book 

signings, or record signings or pinball 

tournaments on a weekly -- that's people.  When 

you have Equilibrium Brewery, people lined up to 

buy a case of beer for hours, those are good 

problems to have. 

You know, when you see -- it’s like the 

baseball analogy too much pitching.  You can't 

have too much pitching?  Well, you can't -- who's 

going to complain that there's a lot of people 

downtown?  You've got to be an idiot if you're 

complaining that too many people are downtown for 

what's here. 
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So we have the parking.  We have the 

businesses.  Businesses are viable.  The 

restaurants are doing beautifully downtown.  

We're seeing other types of businesses coming 

into our downtown.  We have recently met with a 

medical wig company.  They're opening at 27 West 

Main Street.  You got Tracy at the antiques on 

West Main Street.  All -- everyone's doing well. 

There is some fallback on some of the 

Latino-owned businesses, as I mentioned, but for 

the most part, people are doing well.  They have 

access to parking, and they know that based on 

our district meetings, based on our communication 

to them, that we are addressing additional 

parking, and the additional parking is for the 

growth. 

Because we have 34 units plus retail 

proposed on Union Street.  We have the hotel 

project proposed on Canal Street.  We have just 

sold 12 King Street for $500,000.  That's going 

to have 15 apartments and first-floor commercial.  

We're selling 7 West Main.  Our 7 King Street, 

$100,000, a dilapidated building that will be 

renovated with two apartments and commercial 

space out front. 
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46 North Street, the old Montgomery 

Ward building, several millions of dollars into a 

historic renovation with an -- I believe it's 24 

apartments upstairs and commercial on the first 

floor.  If there was a problem as you described 

from the writer, people would not be investing 

millions of dollars in downtown Middletown. 

And if you note in our audit, the audit 

referenced that we, as a city, has probably the 

largest bulk of capital projects in Orange 

County.  I think the number was 52 million with 

the overwhelming majority of them funded by grant 

moneys, grant funding.  So I think we're doing 

the right thing.  We'll stay on the right track.  

And I don't listen to the silly season type of 

talk. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Thank you. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Hope that 

addressed your question. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you.  

Mayor, I think maybe this is more of a question 

for Joseph or for Andy Mills.  But I'm wondering 

if the graves they're talking about are the ones 
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that are in the back of the cemetery on the other 

side of the pond. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I'd have to 

bring them up for it.  One of them.  Joseph? 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Okay. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Andy, 

you want to come up? 

ANDY MILLS:  No.  He's got it. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right. 

JOSEPH GALDAMEZ:  Yeah, these are the 

ones in the back.  They're the African American 

ones lying on the ground (indiscernible) walkway. 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Right. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Like 

the one up on the hill too, right?  They're on a 

hill? 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  No, these 

are along the back.  I wanted to make sure that 

that's what you were talking about and make the 

point that, as they say on their gravestones, 

these were some of the colored troops.  That's 

what they call them.  But these are African 

American Civil War veterans.  

And there's a book on Hillside 
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Cemetery.  It's got beautiful pictures and does a 

wonderful job, but it really refers to that 

almost as a walking path and it's not.  So 

anything you can do to help preserve those and 

make them more visible will be greatly 

appreciated just so people understand that's what 

it is.  Okay.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Anymore questions for the mayor?  

Alderman Johnson. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Mayor, with 

respect to the transportation center, and I 

second the gratitude for Legislator Sutherland, 

the original renderings, are we still working off 

that, or is does it have to be started over? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Not started 

over, but be built on.  The county will hire an 

engineer.  I don't know which one.  It might be 

the same one who prepared that.  We're not 

involved in the design.  That is done between 

Coach and the county. 

Of course we have input.  The trail 

location is going to be important.  The location 

of -- you know, they're going to have bike-

sharing.  They're planning on having that.  EV 
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stations.  So we'll be involved in all that.  But 

more or less, the goal is to make the -- that 

area much more attractive for commuters.  As you 

know, part of its not lit.  There's a lot of 

potholes on some of the private property.  Bring 

it together, make it more accessible, usable, and 

hopefully increase ridership with -- for Coach. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thank you very 

much. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Anyone else?  All right.  Reports of 

department heads.  Economic Development? 

DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  Good evening.  

Besides all the great economic development stuff 

that's happening out there, this was an exciting 

weekend on Sunday.  You know, the mayor touched 

upon everything that went on.  I have some 

special thanks because the business community 

downtown took stronghold of this. 

They wanted to show their support, 

their strength.  You know, they are facing 

challenges, as the mayor mentioned, but they 

wanted to show their strength.  And they wanted 

to give back to the city however they could, and 

this event was just spectacular. 
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Even we had Run 4 Downtown, who 

contributed funds to buy all the pumpkins.  The 

YMCA was down here.  We had Huerta Farms and F&G 

Family Farm.  They're farmers that are at our 

farmers market every week.  They came down and 

also we had Gente Nueva, a truck and car club.  

They were there giving out Halloween candy.  They 

helped us clean up.  We all -- it was just 

amazing. 

And we also had the Future Business 

Leaders of America Club from Northern Academy.  

So you can see how this is going to have some 

legs because what they kept stressing to me is 

the unity.  They want to bring more on board.  

They want to do more and show unity, how unified 

Middletown is, how strong Middletown is, the 

diversity. 

So I'm looking forward to working with 

them for next year.  Like the mayor mentioned, we 

did meet this morning.  We had a big meeting, and 

they're ready to go.  You know, special thanks 

again.  Juan Avalos from Taco Factory.  Alvaro 

Garcia, Garcia's Market.  Jose Linares from 

Alondra's and Nohemy Cid from Nohemy's Hair Salon 

on North Street and all the businesses that came 
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down.  It was just a great event.  And I want to 

thank them for making it a huge success. 

And I -- shout out to my staff too, the 

team.  Stefania, Joseph, Eileen helping with 

social media.  We had translations done.  Rick, 

thank you.  Your department helped out.  And it 

was just, again, awesome, awesome weekend. 

More to come.  This weekend at the 

Paramount, we have the 2025 Horror-Thon weekend.  

So all the classic movies starting Friday.  

Frankenstein, the 1931 version.  Gremlins, the 

1984 version.  Saturday we have The Thing, 1982.  

Psycho, 1960.  Creature From the Black Lagoon, 

the 1954 move.  Pet Sematary from 1989.  And then 

Sunday, we're excited about this, Phantom of the 

Opera, the 1925 -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  '25. 

DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  -- 50th 

anniversary.  We have the live organ accompanist 

there.  And the special guest Haunted Barn will 

be there with amazing displays in the lobby.  And 

so Halloween is here, and we're ready to 

celebrate.  And then just more events coming at 

the Paramount as well.  And that's all I have 

unless you guys have any questions for me. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Maria?  Great job, Maria. 

DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  DPW Commissioner. 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Good 

evening, all.  I'm going to be very brief tonight 

because the mayor did report on the capital 

projects that are going on around us in here.  

The reservoir level, Alderman Masi, 76 percent.  

We're very concerned.  It's been very dry.  All 

the rain they talk about and the flooding, it 

keeps missing us.  So we're at a deficit. 

Usually we have last month and this 

month over five inches.  We only got just over 

two inches last month.  This month is almost over 

and we only got a couple of inches.  So we are -- 

we're getting ready to start skimming operation.  

Hopefully in November we will start if it 

continues to be this dry.  Just to be on the safe 

side.  

Not like we're running out of water or 

anything like that.  We would like to plan ahead 

so that we'll be prepared.  If a drought is to 

take hold in our area, then we will be ready for 
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it as much as we can. 

There was a big project taking place 

with a grant from the state about over $100,000 

for digitizing our underground utilities; storm 

sewer, sanitary sewer, and water lines.  And 

we've been working with CDM Smith on this project 

for a couple of years now.  

We are at a point right now we're going 

to start deploying that digitized utility system 

so that our guys will be running around with 

iPads and so on and so forth in the field taking 

pictures, pinning down location of plugged sewer 

or water main break exact location, and pictures 

and what will be uploaded into the cloud and into 

our system, and will be forever kept for us to 

troubleshoot which water main will have to be 

replaced, which sewer line would have to -- we'll 

have to address more closely, and so on and so 

forth. 

That's a great project.  We are looking 

forward to its deployment.  And CDMD purchased 

equipment for us and we'll start using it very 

soon, and we'll keep you posted.  Do you have any 

questions for me? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 
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questions for Jacob?  Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Yes.  I 

know leave pick up starts I think November 3rd.  

Excuse me.  The question is whether a lot of 

houses that have leaves out in the street 

already, so we can bypass that.  But yard waste 

pick up, does yard waste pick up stop for the 

winter months, or does it stop during leaf pick 

up?  Or can people still put out cans full of 

yard waste? 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  No, they can 

still put out the cans.  They can.  They can put 

up the yard waste in a can as well. 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Okay. 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  So if you 

have branches or anything like that, that's your 

question, you can put them in the cans -- 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Yeah, that 

-- 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  -- and we 

will pick them up or you can wrap them just per 

the code.  You know, you can wrap them 30-inch 

long.  You just wrap them in there and we can 

pick them up. 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER: 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



 

 

 

 

 

 

40 

Okay. 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Yeah, but 

we'll continue to pick up, yes. 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Good.  

Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Yeah.  

You're welcome.  By the way, we did send code 

enforcement all over as much as we can to advise 

people to take the leaves back because they are 

dangerous.  And then the people, they should 

comply with the rules and regulations.  Do not 

put them on the street.  Keep them on your front 

yard because they do represent danger to, you 

know, the kids, the public, to the line of sight 

for cars, and so on.  Yeah.  So, thank you for 

bringing this up.  Yeah. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Anyone 

else?  Alderman Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Yeah.  Just to 

finish up on that, when -- just so people do 

understand, what are the rules that you want 

people to follow when this does start and people 

are putting out? 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Yeah.  

Basically, we have the wards.  We're going -- 
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we're going to be going ward by ward.  So if you 

can hold off, and that is on our website, which 

ward goes first.  If you can hold off the first 

couple of weeks until your ward -- until we get 

closer to you, then that will make our life 

easier and ours streets safer.   

You know, so try to wait.  Don't dump 

everything like November 3rd you said, Alderman?  

Or it starts somewhere around there.  Yeah.  

Don't wait for that day and then every -- the 

whole city -- we cannot pick up the whole city in 

one day or two days or one week or two weeks. 

So wait.  Please just follow our -- 

which ward goes first for pick up and just follow 

that as much as you can, and we would appreciate 

your cooperation.  You can leave it on your front 

yard, it doesn't have to be on the street, and 

then you can push it into the street when the 

time comes for your area to be picked up.  Yeah. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Anyone else?  Thank you, Jacob. 

COMMISSIONER JACOB TAWIL:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Senior 

department? 

DIRECTOR JULISA SIERRA:  
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(Indiscernible).  I'm Julisa.  I'm the director 

of the senior center.  And I'm very proud to be 

the director of the senior center.  We've 

accomplished a lot in this year.  And as we are 

wrapping up, I want to thank Maria.  She did a 

nice job on the Hispanic heritage.  It followed 

in line with what we started with the Mulberry 

House Senior Center. 

And I just want to also just bring out 

that we not only do senior programming.  We're 

very community oriented.  For years we've been 

doing driver ed courses there every month.  We 

also host the Middletown Art Group.  We also host 

the fire police that do a lot of their 

fundraising projects there at the Mulberry House 

Senior Center. 

We have a group of women that's called 

God's Heart for Women.  They just had Saturday a 

community dinner, which was very successful.  So 

on top of all that, we also have Orange County 

Archaeology Society that meets in our senior 

center.  We have the Orange County Railroad 

Historical Society, which is very big for the 

Middletown.  That’s what we're known for, and 

they meet there. 
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So Lion's Club, women's veteran group, 

I mean, we are not just 55 and above.  We are a 

community site that -- I just wanted to recognize 

it because I know that I'm kind of a quiet 

person.  I don't stand up here or post 20,000 

pictures of everything that I do and my staff, 

but we are very active and we are very much part 

of the community. 

So talk about getting together and 

being unified, that includes the senior 

department as well.  And I just want to say 

tomorrow we have a fun thing.  We have our 

Halloween party, and we also are looking forward 

to preparing for our international -- we do an 

international Thanksgiving. 

Last year we served over 150 people, 

and this year I hope to serve as many too.  And 

that's my staff and I.  We put together a 

Thanksgiving meal, and each person can bring a 

side dish of their country.  And it's a beautiful 

event.  So if any of you can -- want to stop by, 

that's on November 20th from 1 to 3.  It's day of 

the week, but if anybody's able to stop by, it's 

very beautiful event. 

And I just don't want to minimize what 
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we're all about.  The senior department is very 

active, and we're very fortunate to have a senior 

department.  And I'm very thankful to be the 

director of the senior department, so thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Any questions?  All right.  Thank you.  City 

clerk. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

Just want to remind everybody that early voting 

will begin on October 25th at the senior center.  

The full schedule is available on the Orange 

County Board of Elections website as well as the 

city website and through our social media pages.  

Election Day is Tuesday, November 4th.  The polls 

are open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.  All the poll 

sites in Middletown remain the same. 

If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call us here at the city clerk's office 

845-346-4168 or reach out to the Board of 

Elections in Goshen.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the city clerk?  Hearing none, 

remarks of aldermen.  Alderman Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  The mayor 

brought up the -- I was approached by the 
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Catskill Mountain Keepers about doing a week 

without driving.  I tried a day, and made me feel 

really empathetic for people that don't have 

cars.  I got a ride to work in the morning from a 

co-worker and a ride back.  And -- because if I 

tried to take a bus in this city, I think it 

would lead to my job in Washingtonville, I would 

have to take a Coach bus to the city and then 

back to Washingtonville, which is impractical. 

And then I figured I would go to the 

grocery store after work, but the -- I would be 

able to get there, but I wouldn't be able to get 

back because it closes early.  And then I'd have 

to walk three-quarters of a mile to get the bus 

even though it drives by my house -- and then to 

go a mile and a half to Shoprite.  So, you know, 

I only did it for a day, and it really made me 

feel for people that don't have access to cars. 

The Hispanic Heritage Festival was 

amazing.  I drove by at quarter to six.  It was 

still -- the people were dancing.  It was filled.  

Great food, so it's a terrific event. 

And finally, I took part in the breast 

cancer walk in Monroe/Woodbury at the commons 

this weekend.  I saw our Middies youth 
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cheerleaders there, Middletown Teachers 

Association, and a lot of other Middletown sports 

programs.  So we were definitely well 

represented.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Yes.  

Good evening.  I'd like to thank Maria Bruni and 

her staff for all you do.  Bringing -- you know, 

this is what we mean when we say Middletown is 

moving forward.  We're not leaving anyone behind.  

It's great to see you bringing all the businesses 

in town together for us all to move forward, not 

just one person or two.  Everyone is involved, 

and we are moving forward.  Thank you, Maria, for 

what you do. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thank you.  So 

I'd like to address the pinball wizard.  So 

thanks for bringing me back to a memory.  It 

would be 1969, thank you.  I would be in high 

school, thank you.  And a good friend of mine 

bought two pinball machines and had them in his 

house.  And we were so excited.  It was 
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unbelievable.  Like we can play pinball in your 

basement?  Come on down.  So thanks for the 

memories.  That's not my original slogan.  

Somebody else said that. 

Our silly season and Mr. Masi's 

remarks, you know, it just appears that honesty 

and integrity are not part of the portfolio and 

it's not going to change.  So we need to kind of 

move on from that.  

The steering committee, having sat on 

it along with Ms. Wray and Mr. Kleiner, I think  

-- I just want to say Kate does a great job.  The 

people who compose the committee, it's just an 

amazing group.  

Quoting our coop, somebody from Albany, 

somebody from Honor, Mayor's Office, private 

citizen, Fei Tian, school board, Gerry as the 

historian as we call him, and it's -- we've 

really done great work and I'm proud to be part 

of that.  It's a little longer than I was 

planning on being on a committee, but I'm getting 

used to it. 

Alondra's Pizza, I agree.  Thumbs up.  

Hispanic heritage, out of the park.  Knocked it 

out of the park.  There were many things that 
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were good.  What I really appreciated was the 

display of the international flags.  It was kind 

of over on the side.  I felt like I was at the 

U.N.  And as a reminder, when you say Hispanic or 

Latino, whatever word you want to use, that are 

many, many different cultures, many, many 

different people, many, many different countries.  

And it was just a great event.  Thank you for 

that.  Thanks. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Good evening.  

Yeah, I love the word "unity".  I've said it a 

thousand times I'm sure at this table in front of 

the city after some event or another because 

Middletown somehow figures out how to set an 

example that I think our entire nation should 

take a moment and follow. 

Outside of our city, I think we're 

looking at probably the most divisive and, 

frankly, I think terrifying times for people who 

maybe don’t look like me or other people on this 

board, but maybe like my kids.  And I worry about 

them.  And I worry about my kids I work with in 

the schools and their families.  And to hear that 
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they're not going out and enjoying their lives 

that they're entitled to because they work here 

and they live here and they're paying the taxes 

here and they contribute to our society, and they 

deserve to be able to go out and have dinner and 

not be afraid. 

And our kids should go to school and 

not be afraid about what happens when they get 

picked up.  And that bothers me.  And then I get 

to sit and I get the pleasure of living in this 

city with people from every walk of walk, every 

background, and we never fail at taking care of 

each other.  Never.  And we know how to interact 

together and come together and be one people. 

Because at the end of the day here in 

Middletown, we're just Middies.  And that's it at 

the end of the day.  And I think we should all in 

this country remember that we are also Americans, 

and that includes every single person.  Everyone. 

And I want to thank you, young man, for 

what you're doing at Hillside.  And you 

absolutely have our support.  I think that's 

wonderful.  And as rep for that ward, thank you.  

Thank you for what you do.  And I think we need 

to highlight those are youth.  This is us, 
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Middletown.  We're doing amazing things, and we 

should just keep up the good work.  I don't see 

why we would ever change a thing. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner. 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you.  

We'll have our constituents meeting, and I will 

remind people at the next meeting, but that is 

Second Ward meeting is November 10th.  And I 

bring it up now because the mayor has kindly 

consented to be there for the beginning of the 

meeting.  So if you have any questions for the 

mayor or -- about the Second Ward or about the 

city, please come for that.  That's November 10th 

at 7 p.m. right here. 

A lot of people to thank.  America in 

Middletown was just amazing.  And to find out 

that was put together on such short notice, 

Legislator Sutherland and I were in the line for 

Olympia's empanadas.  There was just so much 

there.  And you know, it emphasizes community, 

and that's what Middletown's about.  It's about 

the sense of community.  So I thank everyone who 

showed up.  I think everyone who made it happen, 

and looking forward to next year. 
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I want to thank Parks and Rec.  We had 

our historical society annual meeting at Davidge 

Park October 11th, and everything was nice.  I 

think it was a little cooler day, so even the 

yellow jackets boycotted.  So that was good. 

So I thank Julisa and her staff because 

the senior center, it is more of a community 

center.  And Mulberry House has been a tradition 

in Middletown for so long.  But they do amazing 

things, and there is so much going on.  You 

really have to look at the schedule to see. 

I thank the people who showed up for 

the No Kings rally, both is Goshen, but 

particularly in Middletown and outside of 

Middletown in the town of Wallkill.  It was an 

amazing turnout.  And I know Donald Trump posted 

a video, a disgusting one of him flying a bomber 

and, you know, pooping on the participants.  And 

that's not what the First Amendment is about. 

And as Alderman Tobin said at the 

Goshen rally, you know, this -- going back to the 

Magna Carta 1,300 years ago in 1215, they agreed 

that kings were not above the law.  And, you 

know, now we have a secretary of Homeland 

Security who thinks that habeas corpus is what 
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gives them the right to deport people.  It's just 

-- that kind of ignorance, people who are 

governing us are right now, they are not about 

governing.  They are about abusing, they are 

about fear, and they are about self-

aggrandizement.   

And this has been the biggest scam that 

we've ever seen.  It is the most corrupt.  And 

somebody whose hero is Al Capone because he could 

have his opponents killed.  You know, you call 

them ICE, I call them the American Gestapo 

because they are above the law.  I could on with 

that. 

I want to congratulate also Rock 

Fantasy.  They've been a big part of Middletown.  

I still have all my vinyl 45s and all my vinyl 

albums, so I will come talk to you sometime.  And 

I think, you know, we have Halloween coming up.  

If you've never been on -- up Chappell Parkway 

and seen Dave Wardell's house, what an amazing 

job he does decorating for Halloween.  So it's 

worth a trip up there just to see it. 

And I understand why President Trump 

would pardon -- 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Santos -- 
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ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Yeah, Mr. 

Santos -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  

(Indiscernible). 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  -- because 

he pardons all the liars and he pardons all the 

fraudsters.  And he's -- it's just a part of who 

he is, and I don't know.  So I've got a couple 

more months here.  I'm going to keep speaking out 

because I think what goes on in Washington is a 

big part of what goes on in Middletown, and we 

have to keep being aware of it.   

So the only time Donald Trump testified 

under oath, he took the Fifth Amendment 440 plus 

times.  The only question he answered was, "Is 

your name Donald J. Trump?"  And he said yes.  

And after that, nothing.  So, you know, lying at 

your confirmation hearings has no consequences.  

And you see all the Trump appointees who've lied, 

including the supreme court who's lied through 

their teeth -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  

(Indiscernible). 

ALDERWOMAN GERALD KLEINER:  -- at their 

confirmation hearings, but then when they do 
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completely the opposite, there's no consequences.  

So I don't know how we fix that, but it sure 

needs to be fixed.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Green. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Thank you.  

Yeah, from one point of divisive history to 

another, Joseph, thank you for doing what you're 

doing.  I have always been and always will be a  

-- I guess the term "buff" is what we say for 

Civil War people.  But, you know, thank you for 

bringing light to those graves and those 

soldiers. 

And, Mayor, you left out an important 

part of Joseph's family, that they are Second 

Ward residents.  So -- but -- no, you and your 

family just do great things for the city and are 

so involved, so thank you so much.  And so happy 

to support that project and can't wait to see it 

completed. 

And then to Rock Fantasy, 

congratulations.  Forty years is -- I won't say 

it.  Well, it pre-dates me.  But that's okay 

because, you know, I still love vinyl and my kids 

love when I put on vinyl.  And I think that 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



 

 

 

 

 

 

55 

that's the only way to listen to music the right 

way.  That's the way it was intended.  And I know 

there's studies that will back me up on that. 

Other than that, you know, just let's 

keep Middletown rocking.  Like you said, Kate, 

this is the place.  There's nothing mid about 

Middletown.  When you say Middies and, you know, 

there really isn't.  We're above and beyond 

everything else and every -- you know, other city 

or township out there.  WE just always come 

together and really put the unity in community.  

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you very 

much.  I just also wanted to comment on Sunday 

and what a great day that was.  Maria, 

congratulations.  And I love the idea that this 

is going to become even bigger.  That's 

fantastic.  And what Alderman Johnson said about 

all the flags, it looked tremendous. 

And the person who was the -- I guess 

the MC kept -- even in Spanish I could listen 

that he was trying to call out to find out who 

was from whatever area, and you'd hear cheers and 
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everything like that.  So just a great day.  And 

I ate too much.  Empanadas and tres leches cake 

do not mix, so don't -- 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  (Indiscernible). 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Yeah, but that's 

where I should've stopped.  When I went to the 

cake, that was a problem.  So -- but it was a 

great day.  And I was sitting there watching to 

with a -- and it's amazing, and it speaks to the 

leadership in our city, that we had that space.  

Because not all that long ago we didn't.   

And that was an incredible -- you had 

the people who were dancing and singing and doing 

their things, and then you had the people who 

were -- had the food, and everyone having a good 

time.  And you had the skate park going on full 

tilt on a beautiful day -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Yeah.  It was. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  -- almost in 

November.  So, you know, that's a pretty good 

thing. 

I -- congratulations to Rock Fantasy.  

I bought an Overkill CD there.  I was told that's 

where I should find it, and I did, and you helped 

me.  I don't expect you to remember that, but I 
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knew that was where I had to go.  So 

congratulations on impacting our city positively. 

And just because I heard Gerry 

mentioning the Halloween thing, the school 

district Trunk-Or-Treat is Wednesday the 29th 

from 4:30 to 6 at the board office, 223 Wisner 

Avenue.  So from 4:30 to 6.  Little tighter this 

year, but -- there were a lot of people there the 

last couple of years, so we hope to see 

everybody.  Thank you very much. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Masi. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Yeah.  I'd just 

like -- excuse me, I'd like to finish up.  I hope 

people get to watch this meeting because this is 

what it's all about.  We started with an Eagle 

Scout.  We're getting to Rock Fantasy, someone 

that's been here over 40 years. 

Our department heads came up.  Maria, 

everything you guys have done, the mayor's done.  

This -- everything you heard tonight has been so 

positive.  This is a team effort.  Please, 

starting Saturday is early voting.  Please don't 

sit back and think, well, they've got it made.  

The leadership of Mayor DeStefano and Council 
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President Rodrigues, along with the rest of this 

council, please get out there and vote.  We want 

to continue to move forward and make things as 

positive as possible.  We don't want to go 

backwards. 

So give thought to that.  If you think 

that you're not going to be able to vote on 

November 4th, which is Tuesday, please go out and 

check our early voting schedule and go out and 

cast that ballot. 

The other thing is, just in case -- I 

can't remember if this was mentioned, but our 

next council meeting has been changed to Monday 

the 3rd because of the election on Tuesday the 

4th.  But once again, just think of all the good 

things that were mentioned tonight.  And we got 

Jacob who takes care of the city to make sure 

that we can have all these things. 

So let's continue to move forward.  

Let's not go backwards.  Thank you very much. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  And 

I'll wrap that up also.  Congratulations to Rock 

Fantasy.  I moved up here in 1989.  It was my 

hang-out spot back in the day, so I'm not going 

to say what I did there, but we were always in 
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there hanging out.  And congratulations on the 

40th year. 

2019 I took a road trip to Gettysburg, 

did some history about people who served in the 

Civil War, and found units from Middletown and 

everything.  Now you put me onto probably going 

back to Gettysburg and seeing what we can find on 

everybody with the trip.  So that's a great 

thing. 

The -- we heard flags, flags, flags, 

flags.  What we also saw were little kids holding 

up American flags and welcoming everybody.  And 

that's what matters.  That's what makes 

Middletown.  I wasn't born here.  Wasn’t born in 

this country.  I came here illegally, and I know 

the feeling that everybody's feeling it.  And to 

see little kids being happy dancing holding an 

American flag means everything to Middletown. 

And seeing that and the mayor, the 

mayor mentioned that we both -- you know, we're 

seeing everything.  And people joked around and 

everything, but to see everybody from the 

different countries, Latin America and 

everything, and then seeing the kids, they're 

holding up their flag, which is the American 
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flag, and waving it and dancing.  And that's what 

makes Middletown. 

It didn't matter who you were.  Dr. 

Johnson was sitting there trying to register.  I 

think we got two people to register to vote.  You 

know, we were out there trying to do whatever we 

could and introducing and telling people what our 

programs are and everything, and that's what -- 

it means a lot to everybody. 

So again, that's what Middletown -- 

that's why I chose to live here.  That's why I 

chose to raise my family here.  And I think, you 

know, what Mr. Masi said it's a team effort, we 

get the job done.  We're not perfect.  We learn.  

We've learned from our mistakes and we move 

forward.  But that's key.  Now new business. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Thank you.  

Good evening.  We have a resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Witt authorizing a budget transfer 

within the 2025 Recreation and Parks budget. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt.  Seconded 

by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi authorizing 

a budget transfer from the general fund to cover 

the cost of five speed bumps. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi.  Seconded 

by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  Roll. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green 

authorizing a subdivision/lot line change for 2 

Low Avenue, Section -- SBL 17-3-14.1. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  
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Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green.  Seconded 

by Alderman Witt.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing a cable television franchise 
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agreement between Spectrum Northeast, LLC, and 

the City of Middletown. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray 

authorizing the acceptance and use of supplement 

insurance check from the police vehicle/motor 

vehicle accident. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray.  

Seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson 

accepting the 2025/2026 passenger safety grant. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  

Seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin accepting 

the 2025/2026 police traffic services grant. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin.  Seconded 

by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois 

authorizing a budget transfer within the 2025 

civil service budget. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois.  

Seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Abstain. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Mr. Masi 

abstains.  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi authorizing 

a budget transfer within the 2025 fire department 

budget. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi.  Seconded 

by Alderman Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing 

-- I'm sorry, a resolution sponsored by Alderman 

Witt seeking a notice of determination of non-

significance for the Maple Hill Park/Splashpad 

project pursuant to SEQRA. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt.  Seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-
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Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Green 

authorizing a donation of flagstone for an Eagle 

Scout project at Hillside Cemetery. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green.  Seconded 

by Alderman Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 
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ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing occupancy agreement with Dumped Stray 

Animal Rescue, Inc. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  
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Seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson calling 

for a public hearing on proposed changes to the 
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bulk table requirements in the downtown mixed use 

district. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  

Seconded by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an amendment to city code to 

establish a handicapped parking space in front of 

184 Linden Avenue. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner.  

Seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Audit? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Mr. President, I 

move the accounts be audited, the claims be 

adjusted, and the city treasurer be authorized to 

issue warrants for their payment. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi.  Seconded 

by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Decision Jean-Francois? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Oh, we 

only have one? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Yes.  

Resolution authorize amending the city code to 

remove two-hour parking restriction on Highland 

Avenue Extension.  Be it resolved that the Code 

of City of Middletown Chapter 460, vehicles, and 

traffic be hereby as amended as follows.  Street, 

Highland Avenue Extension between West Main 

Street and Hanford Street. 

Easterly side, remove existing two-

hours parking restriction, no parking up to 20 

feet from each intersection.  Westerly side, 

design it as no parking for the entire length 
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between intersection with no parking here to 

corner.  Restriction to remain and placed within 

20 feet of each intersection. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  We have 

a motion by Alderman Jean-Francois.  It does say 

on Highland Avenue Extension.  It's not Highland 

Avenue Extension. 

MAN 1:  Highland Avenue. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Highland Avenue. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Might -- 

yeah. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Yeah. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Motion to amend 

to Highland Avenue. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  I wondered 

that myself actually. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Second. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Motion 

by -- well, actually -- so I have a motion by 

Alderman Jean-Francois.  Do I have a second?  

Second by Alderman Green.  Do I have a motion to 

amend? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Motion to amend 

to Highland Avenue. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Wray.  

Second by Alderman Masi. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  As amended? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  All those in 

favor of the amendment? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All in 

favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

discussion on the resolution?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Move 

for adjournment? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  I'll move. 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  So move. 

(Adjourned) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 

I, Sonya Ledanski Hyde, certify that the 

foregoing transcript is a true and accurate 

record of the proceedings. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions 

330 Old Country Road 

Suite 300 

Mineola, NY 11501 

 

Date:  December 1, 2025 
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ALDERMAN ELECT KEVIN GOMEZ  
WARD 2 

101 Highland Avenue 

Middletown, New York 10940 

Tel; (845) 467-9027 

kgomezattorney@gmail.com 
December 13, 2025 

 

Rick McCormick 

Middletown/City Clerk 

City Hall 

16 James Street 

Room 12 

Middletown, NY 10940 

 
Re: 137 Liden Avenue Re-Zoning 

Dear City Clerk McCormick: 

As Ward 2 Alderman Elect, I’m writing to extend my enthusiastic support for the Common Council’s 

approval at the December 2nd Public Hearing and Council Meeting of the proposed Spot Zoning of 137 

Linden Avenue. 

As noted by the Mayor in his address, this is a step in the right direction to address issues of density, quality 

of life, with improved parking and new housing opportunities for residents in Linden Avenue-Chapel Park 

vicinity of our Ward.  As Ward 2 Alderman I look forward to supporting these endeavors along those shared 

by our City Economic Community Development on new homeownership opportunities, to advance the 

quality of life of all our residents. 

Again, I thank the Mayor, City Administration and Common Council for moving our city forward with a 

shared comprehensive vision that advances our city’s economic development and quality of life for our 

residents. 

Respectfully Yours, 

 

 

Kevin Gomez 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Green 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 339-25

I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 

Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X 

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X 

Ald. Johnson X 

Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X 

Ald. Green X 

Ald. Witt X 

Ald. Masi X 

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X 

Total 9 

I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 

Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor Date 

Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the City Code to Remove Handicapped Parking 
Space at 9 Sunnyside Avenue 

WHEREAS, there is a designated handicapped parking space in front of 9 Sunnyside Avenue; 
and 

WHEREAS, the resident has requested that this handicapped parking space be removed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown 
concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby amends the City Code to 
eliminate the handicapped parking space located in front of 9 Sunnyside. 

Prepared by: 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 340-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the 2026 Budget For Senior Trip Funding 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the Treasurer to amend the 2026 
budget by increasing account A.2351 – Senior Trips and increasing account A.6772.467 – 
Senior Trip Expense for the purpose of funding planned senior trips during the 2026 fiscal year. 
 
Prepared by:  
Julisa Sierra, Senior Center Dir 
 
Attachments: 
1. BOE requests December 3 2025 
2. Transportation Amendment 8 
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City of Middletown, New York
Mulberry House Senior Center

62-70 West Main St
Middletown, NY 10940

 

 

 

 

December 3, 2025 

Board of Estimate       
City of Middletown     
16 James Street 
Middletown, NY  10940 
 

The Senior Citizen Department, Mulberry House Senior Center, respectfully requests the Board 
of Estimate to approve: 
1. A resolution to accept Amendment #8 for 2025 additional funding of $21,721.00 from 

Orange County Office for the Aging for 2025 Goldenarea Transportation within Senior 
Department Operating Budget and also review and accept amendments and additional 
required documents attached requesting Mayor’s signature of amendments. 
 

2.   Also requesting to authorize the Treasurer to add the funding to the Other Govt Aid 
GA.4089. for outstanding expense of transportation program in 2025. 

 

3. Request to transfer within GoldenArea Transport line for mobile telephone service expense 
as follows: 
 
FROM      to    Amount 
GA.5680.440    GA.5680-481   $150.00 
Repairs to Equipment   Telephone Expense 
 

4. Request to transfer within Senior Center budget line for office mobile telephone service 
expense as follows: 
 
FROM     to    Amount 
A.6772.401    A.6772.481   $200.00 
Travel Expense    Telephone Expense 

 
5. Request to amend 2026 operating budget line A.6772.467 Senior Trips to allocate expense 

line for planned trips for 2026 in the amount of $ 100,000.   
 
Resepectfully submitted, 
Julisa Sierra,  
Julisa Sierra 

Senior Transportation: (845) 346-4070 
Senior Activities: (845) 346-4071
Fax: (845) 346-4072

Center Information: (845) 346-4073
Senior Travel: (845) 346-4074

Director: (845) 346-4075
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Mayor
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 341-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing $20,779.71 Budget Transfer for the Purchase of Desks for the 
Department of Public Works 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment, which hereby authorizes the Treasurer to transfer a 
$20,779.71 within the 2025 budget in the following manner to fund the purchase of five new 
desk units for the Public Works Office staff: 

FROM TO AMOUNT 
A.1490.480 A.1490.200 $7,000.00 
A.1490.400 A.1490.200 $4,500.00 
A.1490.100 A.1490.200 $9,279.71 
 
Prepared by:  
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Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. BOE Memo req for furniture 
2. BOE Memo req for furniture 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 342-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Authorizing a $6,744.53 Budget Transfer within the 2025 Parks and Recreation 

Budget for the Repair and Replacement of the Boxing Room Carpet 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the Treasurer to transfer a total 
of $6,744.53 within the budget in the following manner:  for the purpose of funding the repair 
and replacement of the boxing room carpet. 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
A.8060.450 – Building Materials & Supplies $5,098.86  
A.7321.495 – Special Programs Miscellaneous $848.29  
A.7020.440 – General Recreation Repairs to 
Equipment 

$797.38  

 $6,744.53 A.8060.470 – Repairs to 
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Building 
 
Prepared by:  
Raelynn Bertholf, Supt of Recreation and Parks 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 343-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authozing an Agreement with Docu Sign 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes an agreement  with DocuSign, in the amount of $4212. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. City of Middletown_DocuSign, Inc._Docusign Standard Order Form_Draft 
2. Silver Success Pack Datasheet - IAM 
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ORDER FORM  
 
 
Address Information 
 
 
Bill To: Ship To: 

City of Middletown City of Middletown 
16 James St Ste 6, 
Middletown, NY, 10940 
United States 

 

16 James St Ste 6, 
Middletown, NY, 10940 
United States 
 

Billing Contact Name:  Shipping Contact Name: 

Richard McCormack Richard McCormack 

Billing Email Address:  

rmccormack@middletown-ny.com 

Shipping Email Address: 

rmccormack@middletown-ny.com 

Billing Phone:  

+1.845.346.4100 

Shipping Phone: 

+1.845.346.4100 

 

 
Order Details 
 
Order Start Date: Jan 9, 2026 Payment Method: Check 
Order End Date: Jan 8, 2027 Payment Terms: Net 30 
Billing Frequency: Annual Currency: USD 
  
 

Products 

 
Product Name Subscription No. Start Date End Date Quantity Net Price 

IAM Professional - Full User SUB-4214958-1 Jan 9, 2026 Jan 8, 2027 5 $ 3,600.00  

Navigator Agreements - One Time per user SUB-4214958-1 Jan 9, 2026 Jan 8, 2027 25,000 $ 0.00  

Silver Success Pack SUB-4214958-1 Jan 9, 2026 Jan 8, 2027 1 $ 612.00  

 
Grand Total: $4,212.00 

 

 

Product Details  

 

eSignature Seat Allowance: 5 
 

 

 
 

                                             

 
 
Docusign, Inc. 
221 Main Street, Suite 800 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

 
 
Offer Valid Through: Jan 9, 
2026 
Prepared By: Ryan Smith 
Quote Number: Q-01913712 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 
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Order Special Terms 
 
Customer agrees to allow Docusign to publish, use and/or reproduce the Customer's name 
and logo in marketing materials and investor-related content. 
 
Customer is willing to partner with Docusign to: (a) produce a written case study and/or video 
testimonial on Customer’s use of Docusign and associated business results to be featured on 
Docusign website and in marketing campaigns; and (b) share Customer’s name and 
Docusign use case and associated business results with press, in media publications and in 
thought leadership content. Docusign will reach out to Customer during the Term regarding 
these opportunities. 
 
Customer is willing to partner with Docusign to: (a) act as a reference for Docusign and speak 
with Docusign customers and prospects about Customer’s use of Docusign and associated 
results; (b) speak with analysts about their company's use of Docusign and associated results 
for use in analyst reports and whitepapers; and (c) speak at Docusign 1st and 3rd party 
events about Customer’s use of Docusign and associated results. Docusign will reach out to 
Customer during the Term regarding these opportunities. 
 
 
 

 

Terms & Conditions 

 

 
This Order Form is governed by the terms Master Services Agreement available online at: 
https://www.docusign.com/legal/terms-and-conditions/msa and the applicable Service 

Schedule(s) and Attachments for the DocuSign Services described herein available online at 
https://www.docusign.com/legal/terms-and-conditions/msa-service-schedules. 

 
 

 

Each DSU Campus Pass Individual Subscription includes the following benefits over a 12-

month period: 1) Access to all public, instructor-led DSU classroom courses for 1 named user; 

and 2) Access to curated Learning Plans to support enablement. The named administrator on 

the Customer record will be the named individual on the Campus Pass Individual Subscription. 

 

 

 

Billing Information 

 

 
Prices shown above do not include any sales, use, value added (VAT), goods and services (GST), 

and/or any other similar taxes, duties, levies and or charges of any nature that might be imposed 

or required to be collected (collectively “taxes”) by Docusign. Any such taxes are the responsibility 

of the Customer and will appear on the final invoice(s), as applicable. Taxes are calculated based 

on the ship-to location listed on your order form.  
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Invoice(s) for this order will be emailed automatically from invoicing@erp.docusign.com.  

 

Please make sure this email address is on an approved setting or safe senders list, so notifications 

do not go to a junk folder or get caught in a spam filter. 

 

For Non U.S. Customers 

Verify that the VAT, GST, TIN, or similar tax identification number below is correct, or provide the 

correct number to your Docusign contact. If the VAT, GST, or TIN identification number is not 

populated below, it will be assumed that you are not a VAT/GST registered taxpayer. 

 

VAT, GST, TIN or similar tax identification number:  \clmvt1\ 

 

For other tax exemption requests, please email the applicable tax exemption 

documentation to taxexempt@docusign.com. 

 

 

 

 
Purchase Order Information 

Is a Purchase Order (PO) required for the purchase or payment of the products on this Order 

Form?  

Please select: \clmpor1\ 

By marking “No”, Customer agrees to process payment for any invoices issued pursuant to this 
Order Form without a PO Number. 

If yes, please complete the following information, and attach your PO (if available), and the 

invoice will be issued referencing such PO Number: 

PO Number:  \clmpo1\ 

Please attach PO Attachment here: \clmpoatt1\ 

 

 

 

If “Yes” is marked, but a PO Number is not provided or a PO document is not attached, then 
Customer agrees to provide the PO information or PO document to Docusign at its earliest 
convenience by sending to POSubmission@docusign.com referencing this Quote Number, but 
agrees to still process payment per the agreed upon terms. 

If Customer has attached a PO (or other document) to this Order Form, Customer acknowledges 
and agrees that any additional or conflicting terms appearing in such PO (or any other document) 
are invalid. 
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Silver Success Pack  
Surrounding you with success, at every step 
of your Docusign digital transformation 
journey.  
Invest in your success with critical, purpose-built services that empower your organization. Accelerate deployment, drive 
adoption, boost workforce performance and realize value faster by leveraging our deep expertise, guidance and support 
to help you do more with Docusign Intelligent Agreement Management (IAM).  
Adoption Services  
Guidance to deploy with confidence and 
realize value faster Accelerate your time to value 
with a mix of on-demand resources and guided assistance 
from the start. Designed to get you up and running and 
unlock new opportunities, faster.  
– Onboarding, use case review and configuration 
guidance  
– Prescriptive adoption tools and tips to start your journey  
– Solution optimization and use case expansion  
– Product usage and feature adoption expertise  
– Ongoing success planning activities  

Launch your project whenever you're ready  
With our Success Pack digital onboarding experience, 
you'll be able to initiate your engagement when you're 
ready, access all of the resources included in your 
entitlement, and log support cases if you need extra 
assistance.  

Already a customer and don't need to onboard? Scroll 
to the bottom of the onboarding page to "request 
guidance” to engage with your success resource.  

Learning Services  
Upskill your Docusign admin to drive impact 
Maximize the value of your Docusign investment with 
flexible training options and learning experiences 
designed to meet you throughout your journey. – 
Self-paced courses to learn at your own pace  
– Free, demo-driven, instructor-led webinars  
– Deep Dive, activity driven courses to build skills and 
deepen expertise. 
 
 

 
Services at a glance  

Best for  
Small to medium-sized businesses that are 
deploying IAM solutions  

Core services  
Adoption Services  
Learning Subscription (one named user)  
Always-on Support  
Success on-demand 

Products covered*
  

Docusign IAM  
Docusign eSignature  
Docusign Click  
Docusign ID Verification  
Docusign Rooms for Real Estate Docusign 
eWitness  
Docusign Monitor  
Docusign Notary  
Docusign Retrieve  
Digital Signatures  
DocuGen for eSignature  

Connectors covered  
eSignature for Salesforce  
Gen for Salesforce  
Google Suite  
Microsoft Productivity Suite Microsoft Teams  
Dynamics  
Sharepoint Online  
NetSuite  
Zoom  
Slack  

Service Parameters  
Following the submission of a request for guidance, 
you will be connected to an Adoption Expert to 
provide repeatable guided assistance for your IAM 
use case. 

 
*Excludes Docusign CLM, Insight, etc 
(services scoping required 
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Support Services 
Maintain business continuity  
Find answers on-demand, get direct access to technical experts for configuration specific questions, and manage 
cases online for faster resolution..  
– Call back service to boost workforce productivity  
– Access to value-oriented support anytime, anywhere  
– Fast target initial response times to get answers fast  

Success On-Demand (Resources)  
Success at your fingertips  
Hit the ground running fast with the essential knowledge, skills, and access to self-help channels, included with 
every Docusign license agreement, surrounding you with success resources to inspire your transformation.  

– Digital learning to build expertise as you go  
– Always-on access to our extensive support knowledge base  
– Best practices and tools to accelerate adoption  
– Community access to gain best practices from peers  
 

Silver Success Pack Benefits at a Glance 

Capabilities  Overview  Included 

Adoption Services  
Deploy with confidence  
via expert-led guidance 

Onboarding & Adoption Expertise  
Guidance around deploying qualified Docusign use cases via a 
mix of digital and direct engagement. Post-deployment adoption 
guidance to drive continued success through a mix of digital 
resources, exclusive webinars and access to our adoption 
experts 

✓ 

Digital Onboarding  
Review a 4-step checklist to access all available Success 
Pack content as well as the ability to request guidance 
when you're ready to engage with your dedicated success 
resource 

✓ 

Learning Services Build 
core skills to achieve results 
faster  

Campus Pass Learning Subscription  
Access to public, deep dive courses including eSignature 
Administration, Working with Templates, and more  

Individual  
(1 named user)  

Support Services  
Keep business moving 
forward with always-on help  

  Phone Support (Call Back)  
Log a case and customer support will promptly call you back  ✓ 

Target Initial Response Time  
From the time the online case is opened via the Support Center 

6 business hours 
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 Technical Support  
Direct access to technical support teams for 
configuration-specific questions 

✓ 

Connector Support  
Limited to standard, pre-built Docusign Connectors 
(Google, Microsoft NetSuite, etc.) 

Connectors 

Success On-Demand  
Essentials to inspire 
your transformation 

Digital Onboarding Experience  
Self-guided onboarding paired with digital adoption resources 
to support your journey 

✓ 

Docusign Support Center  
Stay up and running with access to knowledge, tools 
and self-guided resources 

✓ 

Digital Learning  
Self-paced courses in the Docusign 
University Learning Portal and YouTube  

 

Customer Community  
Engage with other Docusign users and get peer support 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are the Agreement Experts  

Docusign’s Customer Success team provides comprehensive solutions and success capabilities including professional 
services, adoption and enablement programs, and support plans to help you accelerate time to value and outcomes for your 
business.  

Our Agreement Experts are with you every step of the way to help you get you started, drive adoption across your organization, 
optimize your solution and discover new opportunities with Docusign. To learn more, contact your account team or 
sales@docusign.com. 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 344-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution to Approve the 2026 Tax Warrant 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the  Assessment  Collector's Warrant for 2026  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
1. Tax Warrant 2026 
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ASSESSMENT 
COLLECTOR’S WARRANT 
FOR 2026 
 
STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) SS.: 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN ) 
 
 
 THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO Leonora Liz, COLLECTOR OF 
THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, IN SAID COUNTY, GREETING: 
 
 YOU ARE HEREBY REQUIRED AND COMMANDED TO COLLECT from the 
several persons named in the assessment roll, to which this warrant is annexed, the several sums 
mentioned in the total $24,577,093 column thereof opposite their respective name, together with 
your fees thereon as herein provided. 
 
On all sums of taxes or assessments received or collected within thirty days after giving the 
notice required by law you are to collect no fees.  After the expiration of thirty days, you are 
hereby authorized to add and collect two per centum on every dollar for collecting the same as 
your fees thereon. 
 

YOU ARE FURTHER REQUIRED AND COMMANDED to pay over all monies so 
collected by you, (exclusive of your fees for collection), to the proper officer daily and return this 
warrant to me within ninety days from date. 
 

If any person shall neglect or refuse to pay any tax imposed upon him, or the fees herein 
allowed, after giving the notice required by law and waiting the time specified in the statue, you 
are hereby authorized to levy the same by distress and sale upon any personal property in said 
County belonging to, or in possession of, such person and cause the same to be sold, at public 
auction or otherwise in accordance with the City Charter, for the payment of such tax and the 
fees and expenses of collection, and no claim of property to be made by any other person thereto 
shall be available to prevent such sale and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. 
 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the Common Council of said City, at a regular session, held 
on 12/16/2025  has authorized this warrant to be signed by the Mayor of said City, and the Seal 
of the City to be affixed thereto, by a resolution duly passed by a majority vote of said Council, 
and I, in pursuance of such authorization, have this 16st day of December in the year of our Lord 
Two Thousand Twenty two hereunto set my hand and caused the Corporate Seal of the City of 
Middletown to be affixed. 
 
 
____________________________        
 MAYOR    
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 345-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $350 Transfer within 2025 Senior Center Budget for Telephone 
Expenses 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the Treasurer to transfer funds in 
the following manner: 

Golden Area Transportation 

FROM TO AMOUNT 
GA.5680.440 – Repairs to Equipment GA.5680.481 – Telephone Expense $150.00 
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Senior Center 

FROM TO AMOUNT 
A.6772.401 – Travel Expense A.6772.481 – Telephone Expense $200.00 
 
Prepared by:  
Julisa Sierra, Senior Center Dir 
 
Attachments: 
1. BOE requests December 9 2025 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



City of Middletown, New York
Mulberry House Senior Center

62-70 West Main St
Middletown, NY 10940

 

 

 

 

December 9, 2025 

Board of Estimate       
City of Middletown     
16 James Street 
Middletown, NY  10940 
 

The Senior Citizen Department, Mulberry House Senior Center, respectfully requests the Board 
of Estimate to approve: 
1. A resolution to accept Amendment #8 for 2025 additional funding of $21,721.00 from 

Orange County Office for the Aging for 2025 Goldenarea Transportation within Senior 
Department Operating Budget and also review and accept amendments and additional 
required documents attached requesting Mayor’s signature of amendments. 

 
Resepectfully submitted, 
Julisa Sierra,  
Julisa Sierra 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Transportation: (845) 346-4070 
Senior Activities: (845) 346-4071
Fax: (845) 346-4072

Center Information: (845) 346-4073
Senior Travel: (845) 346-4074

Director: (845) 346-4075
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 346-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Pets Alive Inc. for the Trap, Neuter & Release 

Program (TNR) 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and5 authorizes an agreement with Pets Alive Inc. Trap, Neuter & 
Release Program (TNR) 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Coun cil of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. Pets Alive Contract 2026 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 347-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Pets Alive Inc. to Shelter Stray Cats and Dogs 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown  concurs with  Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment authorizes an agreement with Pets Alive Inc. to shelter stray cats and 
dogs. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown  concurs 
with  Board of Estimate and Apportionment withBoard of Estimate and Apportionment  authorizes 
the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. Scan2025-12-09_152734 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 348-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $20,000 Transfer in the 2025 Department of Public Works 
Budget for Repair and Maintenance to Sanitation Vehicles 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the  Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $20,000, in the following 
manner,  
 
FROM TO AMOUNT 
A.5110.417 A.8160.440 $10,000 
A.8160.417 A.8160.440 $10,000 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. Transfer of Funds 12-9-25-Sanitation Repairs 
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   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

                            MEMORANDUM 
 
   
Date:      December 9, 2025 
To:         Honorable Members of the Board of Estimate 
               And Apportionment 
Cc:         Leonora Liz-Treasurer 
               Richard McCormack- City Clerk 
From:     Jacob Tawil-Commissioner of Public Works 
Re:         Transfer of Funds for Sanitation Repairs 
 
 
We respectfully request a transfer within our 2025 budget lines to cover repair 
and maintenance to sanitation vehicles 
 
 
 

   FROM                                  AMOUNT                            TO 
                                                      

1.   A.5110.417                             $10,000.00                        A.8160.440 
           Fuel                                                                Repairs to equipment 
 
2.  A.8160.417            $10,000.00                       A.8160.440  
          Equipment                                                             Repairs to equipment 

 
           
                                                                         
    

                     
   
 
 
 
Thank you.                  
               

 
MC 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 349-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $13,191.25 Transfer for Repairs to the Sprinkler System at the 
Paramount Theater 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $13,191.25 in the following 
manner,  
 
FROM TO AMOUNT 
GENERAL FUND A.1620.470 

REPAIRS TO BUILDING 
$13,191.25 

 
To cover repairs of the sprinkler system in the basement of the Paramount Theatre that was not a 
budgeted item. This will include drainage, replacement of 100 feet of corroded piping, and check 
valves. 
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Prepared by:  
Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. Transfer of Funds 12-3-25-Parmount Sprinklers 
2. sprinkler system 
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   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

                            MEMORANDUM 
 
   
Date:      December 3, 2025 
To:         Honorable Members of the Board of Estimate 
               And Apportionment 
Cc:         Leonora Liz-Treasurer 
               Richard McCormack- City Clerk 
From:     Jacob Tawil-Commissioner of Public Works 
Re:         Transfer of Funds for Paramount Sprinkler system 
 
 
We respectfully request a transfer from the General Fund to cover repairs of the 
sprinkler system in the basement of the Paramount Theatre that was not a 
budgeted item. This will include drainage, replacement of 100 feet of corroded 
piping, and check valves. 
 
 
 

   FROM                                  AMOUNT                            TO 
                                                      

1.   General Fund                       $13,191.25                  A.1620.470 
                                                                            Repairs to Building  
 
           
                                                                         
    

                     
   
 
 
 
Thank you.                  
               

 
MC 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 350-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $10,025 Transfer within the 2025 Water Budget to Cover the 
Cost of Repairs to a Water Main Break 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and  authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $10,025, in the following 
manner, to cover additional repair help from Boyce Excavating for the Water Main Break on Dolson 
Ave that took place on November 21, 2025 
 
FROM TO AMOUNT 
F.8340.479 
EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

F.8340.400 
CONTRACTUAL 

$2,500 

F.8340.200 
EQUIPMENT 

F.8340.400 
CONTRACTUAL 

$7,525 

 
Prepared by:  
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Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. Transfer of Funds 12-3-25-Water Dept 
2. water main 
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   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

                            MEMORANDUM 
 
   
Date:      December 3, 2025 
To:         Honorable Members of the Board of Estimate 
               And Apportionment 
Cc:         Leonora Liz-Treasurer 
               Richard McCormack- City Clerk 
From:     Jacob Tawil-Commissioner of Public Works 
Re:         Transfer of Funds for Emergency Water Main Break 
 
 
We respectfully request a transfer within our 2025 budget lines to cover 
additional repair help from Boyce Excavating for Water Main Break on Dolson 
Ave that took place on November 21, 2025 
 
 
 

   FROM                                  AMOUNT                            TO 
                                                      

1.   F.8340.479                             $2,500.00                        F.8340.400 
     Equipment Rental                                                             Contractual 
 
2.  F.8340.200            $7,525.00                       F.8340.400  
     Equipment                                                                          Contractual 

 
           
                                                                         
    

                     
   
 
 
 
Thank you.                  
               

 
MC 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 351-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $26,500 Transfer within the 2025 Paramount Budget Transfer 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes a $26,500 transfer within the 2025 
Paramount Theater budget, as follows: 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
A.7010.200 – Equipment $15,000.00 A.7010.800 – City Sponsored Events 
A.7010.200 – Equipment $5,000.00 A.7010.400 – Contractual 
A.7010.470 – Repairs to Building $3,000.00 A.7010.400 – Contractual 
A.7010.200 – Equipment $3,500.00 A.7010.448 – Promoters & Sponsors 
 
Prepared by:  
Maria Bruni, Director of Economic and Community Development 
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Attachments: 
1. Paramount BOE transfers request 2025C 
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OECD 
Paramount Theatre 
17 South Street 
Middletown, New York 10940 
 

December 9, 2025 

City of Middletown 
Board of Estimate 
16 James Street 
Middletown, New York 10940 
 
 
 
RE: Paramount Theatre 2025 
 
Dear Members: 
 
  I am requesting the following transfers within the 2025 Paramount Budget. 
 
From   Amount  To 
 
A.7010.200  $15,000.00  A.7010.800 
Equipment     City Sponsored Events 
 
A.7010.200  $5,000.00  A.7010.400 
Equipment     Contractual 
 
A.7010.470  $3,000.00  A.7010.400 
Repairs to Building    Contractual 
 
A.7010.200  $3,500.00  A. 7010.448 
Equipment     Promoters & Sponsors 
 
 
 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 
 
Maria Bruni, Director 
Economic & Community Development 
City of Middletown 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 352-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $2,643 Transfer within the 2025 City Clerk's Budget for City 
Code Updates 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the the Treasurer to transfer $2,643 
in the following manner, for City Code Updates through General Code. 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
A.1010.405 – Channel 20 $2,643.00 A.1010.400 – Contractual Services 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
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None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 353-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $852 Transfer within the City Clerk's 2025 Budget for EZ Pass 
Tags 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment  and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $852, in the following manner, 
for EZ Pass Tags 
 
FROM TO AMOUNT 
A.1010.405 – Channel 20 A.1010.480 Office Expense $852 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 354-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $2000 Transfer within the City Clerk's 2025 Budget for End of 
Year Expenses 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $2000,  with in the City Clerk's 
2025 budget in the following manner, for end of year expenses. 
 
FROM TO AMOUNT 
A.1010.401 A.1010.480 Office Expense $2000 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 355-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an $815 Transfer within the 2025 Office of Econmic and 
Community Development Budget 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $815 in the 
following manner; 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
CD.8686.418 – Auto Expense $315.00 CD.8686.479 – Equipment Rental 
CD.8686.418 – Auto Expense $500.00 CD.8686.456 – Program Income Related 
 
Prepared by:  
Maria Bruni, Director of Economic and Community Development 
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Attachments: 
1. OECD 2025 Budget Transfer 3DEC 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN  
Office of Economic & Community Development 

 

 

December 10, 2025 

 

City of Middletown 
Board of Estimate 
16 James Street 
Middletown, New York 10940 
 
 
RE: Office of Economic & Community Development/Dept 8686  
 
 
Dear Members: 
 
 I am requesting budget transfer within the 2025 Community Development Department.   
 
FROM     AMOUNT    TO 

CD.8686.418   $315.00   CD.8686.479 
Auto Expense       Equipment Rental 
 
CD.8686.418   $500.00   CD.8686.456 
Auto Expense       Program Income Related  
 
 

 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Maria Bruni, Director 
Economic & Community Development   
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 356-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $8,709.22 Transfer within the 2025 Office of Economic and 
Community Development Budget for the Small Business Loan Program. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes a budget adjustment within the 
2025 Community Development Department budget, as follows: 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
Community Development Fund Balance $8,709.22 CD.8686.457 – SBL Public Service 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that said funds shall be applied to the City’s Small Business 
Loan Program, representing Community Development funding received through Small Business 
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Loan repayments and returned to the City for programmatic use. 

 
Prepared by:  
Maria Bruni, Director of Economic and Community Development 
 
Attachments: 
1. CDBG 2025 Budget Transfer - AdjustmentDEC 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN  
Office of Economic & Community Development 

 

 

December 10, 2025 

City of Middletown 
Board of Estimate 
16 James Street 
Middletown, New York 10940 
 
 
RE: Office of Community Development/Dept 8686  
 
 
Dear Members: 
 
 I am requesting budget transfer/budget adjustment within the Community Development 
Department.   
 
FROM     AMOUNT    TO 

  
CD Fund Balance  $8,709.22   8686.457 
        SBL Public Service   
    
 

This funding transfer will be applied to the Small Business Loan Program.  This is Community 
Development funding that comes back to us from Small Business Loan Repayments.   

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Maria Bruni, Director 
Economic & Community Development   
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 357-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $50,673.94 Transfer within the 2025 Police Budget for the 
Cameras at Wolslayer Field 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the Treasurer to transfer funds 
within the 2025 Police Department budget, as follows, for the purchase and installation of 
security and surveillance measures at Wolslayer Field. 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
A.3120.100 – Personal Services $50,673.94 A.3120.200 – Equipment 
 
Prepared by:  
John Ewanciw, Chief of Police 
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Attachments: 
1. City of Middletown - Wolslayer Field Security Proposal. 
2. 12102025 
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               TELEPHONE 
  JOHN EWANCIW                        845-343-3151 

     CHIEF OF POLICE            FAX NUMBER  

              845-346-4140 

 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

2 JAMES STREET 
MIDDLETOWN, NEW  YORK  10940 

ESTABLISHED 1888 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 10, 2025 
 
Honorable Joseph DeStefano Mayor-City of Middletown 
And Board of Estimate and Apportionment   
 
Dear Mayor DeStefano and Members of the Board of Estimate, 
I am requesting that the City of Middletown Common Council approve the 
following transfers requests within our 2025 budget lines:  
 
From                     Amount           To  
 
A.3120.100   $50,673.94   A.3120.200          
Personal Services             Equipment   
 
For the purchase and installation of security and surveillance measures for 
Wolslayer Field. 
 
 
 
Very truly yours,  

 
John Ewanciw 
Chief of Police  

 
JE:ccd 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 358-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Execute Paramount Theatre Rental and Related 
Agreements 

 

WHEREAS, authorization to approve rental and other agreements for use of the Paramount 
Theatre was transferred to the City of Middletown pursuant to Resolution No. 237-09, adopted 
on October 26, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the number of such agreements executed annually varies from approximately thirty 
(30) to seventy-five (75); and 

WHEREAS, all such agreements are reviewed by the Corporation Counsel prior to execution; 
and 

WHEREAS, the negotiation and execution of these agreements, by necessity, often occurs 
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within a limited timeframe; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown hereby authorizes the Mayor, upon review and approval by the Corporation 
Counsel, to execute all rental and related agreements for use of the Paramount Theatre for the 
2025–2026 season, commencing January 1, 2026 and continuing through December 31, 2027. 

 
Prepared by:  
Maria Bruni, Director of Economic and Community Development 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 359-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing Acceptance of Amendment #8 For Additional 2025 Funding for 
Golden Area Transportation 

 

WHEREAS, the Senior Citizen Department, Mulberry House Senior Center receives funding 
from the Orange County Office for the Aging to support Golden Area Transportation services; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Orange County Office for the Aging has issued Amendment #8 providing 
additional funding in the amount of $21,721.00 for the 2025 Golden Area Transportation 
program within the Senior Department Operating Budget; and 

WHEREAS, acceptance of said amendment requires review of the attached documents and 
execution by the Mayor of the City of Middletown; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
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Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment in approving the 
acceptance of Amendment #8 in the amount of $21,721.00 from the Orange County Office for 
the Aging for 2025 Golden Area Transportation, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs 
with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 

 
Prepared by:  
Julisa Sierra, Senior Center Dir 
 
Attachments: 
1. BOE requests December 9 2025 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: 96A997AD-6341-4E87-83C0-1402539A9FA7



City of Middletown, New York
Mulberry House Senior Center

62-70 West Main St
Middletown, NY 10940

 

 

 

 

December 9, 2025 

Board of Estimate       
City of Middletown     
16 James Street 
Middletown, NY  10940 
 

The Senior Citizen Department, Mulberry House Senior Center, respectfully requests the Board 
of Estimate to approve: 
1. A resolution to accept Amendment #8 for 2025 additional funding of $21,721.00 from 

Orange County Office for the Aging for 2025 Goldenarea Transportation within Senior 
Department Operating Budget and also review and accept amendments and additional 
required documents attached requesting Mayor’s signature of amendments. 

 
Resepectfully submitted, 
Julisa Sierra,  
Julisa Sierra 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Transportation: (845) 346-4070 
Senior Activities: (845) 346-4071
Fax: (845) 346-4072

Center Information: (845) 346-4073
Senior Travel: (845) 346-4074

Director: (845) 346-4075
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 360-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $35,000 Transfer within the 2025 Fire Department Budget for a 
Replacement Vehicle for the Chief 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the City Treasurer to transfer a 
total amount of $35,000.00 within the 2025 Fire Department 2025 budget, as recommended by 
the Fire Department Treasurer, in the following manner: 

FROM TO AMOUNT 
A.3410.204 – Radio Systems A.3410.200 – Fire Department Other 

Equipment 
$6,000.00 

A.3410.401 – Uniform Allowance A.3410.200 – Fire Department Other 
Equipment 

$5,000.00 

A.3410.433 – Personnel Training A.3410.200 – Fire Department Other $3,000.00 
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Equipment 
A.3410.492 – Fire Recognition A.3410.200 – Fire Department Other 

Equipment 
$10,000.00 

A.3410.493 – Training Field 
Improvements 

A.3410.200 – Fire Department Other 
Equipment 

$6,000.00 

A.3410.494 – Personnel Education / Paid 
Men 

A.3410.200 – Fire Department Other 
Equipment 

$5,000.00 

 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 361-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to City Code Chapter 460, Vehicles and Traffic as 

it Pertains to Scooters 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Chief is recommending that the Common Council add enforcement 
provisions regarding scooters and electric scooters to the City’s Vehicle and Traffic Code. 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT Resolved, and be it Ordained, by the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown, New York, as follows: 
  
Section 1 – The Code of the City of Middletown, N.Y., Chapter 460, Vehicles and Traffic, is 
hereby amended by replacing Section 460-35, Bicycles and motorcycles, to read in its entirety as 
follows: 
  
§460-35.  Bicycles, motorcycles, and scooters. 
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            A.   Definitions. 
  
                        Electric Scooter.  A wheeled device weighing less than 100 pounds that has 
handlebars and a floorboard or a seat that can be stood or sat upon while operating, can be 
powered by an electric motor and/or human power, has a maximum speed of no more than 20 
miles per hour on a paved level surface when powered solely by the electric motor, and qualifies 
to be operated on public roadways as an “electric scooter” as defined and regulated in the New 
York State Vehicle and Traffic Law. 
  
B.  No person or persons shall ride any bicycle, tricycle, motorcycle, scooter, electric scooter, 
motor bicycle, motor tricycle, unicycle, or electric unicycle over or upon any sidewalk intended 
for the use of pedestrians within the limits of the City. This section shall not apply to persons 
who cannot walk by reason of being invalids or cripples, nor to children under 10 years riding on 
tricycles or small bicycles. 
  
C.  No person or persons shall ride or propel any bicycle, motorcycle, motor bicycle, motor 
tricycle, scooter, electric scooter, unicycle, or electric unicycle upon any of the streets, avenues 
or public places within said City at a greater rate of speed than 30 miles per hour.   
  
D.  All bicycles, motorcycles, and electric scooters shall be equipped as required  
by the Vehicle and Traffic Law of the State of New York. 
  
            E.   Permissible ages and places for operating electric scooters.  No person less than 16 
years of age shall operate or ride as a passenger upon an electric scooter, and no person 16 years 
of age or older shall allow any person less than 16 years of age to operate or ride as a passenger 
upon an electric scooter.   Persons 16 years of age or older shall operate an electric scooter near 
the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway or upon a usable right-hand shoulder.  Riding should 
be in such a manner as to prevent undue interference with the flow of traffic except when 
preparing for a left turn or when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions that would make it 
unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.  Conditions to be taken into 
consideration as potentially unsafe include, but are not limited to, fixed or moving objects, motor 
vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists, in-line skaters, skateboarders, animals or surface hazards. 
  
            F.   Yield to pedestrians.  The operator of a bicycle, tricycle, motorcycle, scooter, electric 
scooter, motor bicycle, motor tricycle, unicycle, or electric unicycle shall yield the right-of-way 
to pedestrians. 
  
            G.   Operators of electric scooters, electric bicycles, and electric unicycles must wear 
protective headgear and/or helmets, fastened, at all times while operating such devices on a 
public roadway or City-owned property within the City of Middletown. 
  
            H.   Passengers and towing.  No electric scooter or electric bicycle shall be used to carry 
more than one person at one time, unless specifically designed to do so.  A person operating an 
electric scooter shall not carry any person as a passenger in a pack fastened to the operator or to 
the scooter and shall not pull or tow any separate device. 
  
            I.   Parking on sidewalks.  No person shall park or leave a bicycle, tricycle, motorcycle, 
scooter, electric scooter, motor bicycle, motor tricycle, unicycle, or electric unicycle in a manner 
that interferes with the free passage of pedestrians on a sidewalk or that blocks handicap 
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accessible ramps or curb access. 
  
            J.   A violation of this Section is an offense punishable by a fine not less than $50 nor 
more than $500 or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding 15 days, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment.   In the event that the violator is less than 16 years of age, a summons may be 
issued to the parent and/or guardian.   In addition, a second or subsequent violation of this 
Section is also punishable by impoundment of the subject vehicle for a period not to exceed sixty 
(60) days.  A vehicle that is impounded in violation of this Section shall only be released to the 
titled and/or registered owner, as listed on a valid title and/or registration, or to a subject with a 
proper notarized bill of sale that includes the vehicle identification number and indicates he/she 
is the owner of said vehicle. No vehicle shall be released until the owner pays all towing and 
storage fees associated with the impoundment. 
  
Section 2  -   Severability.  The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this 
Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this 
Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional or illegal by the valid judgment or decree of a court 
of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or illegality shall not affect any of the 
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance. 
  
Section 3 - This Resolution and Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 362-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Accepting the Transfer of Real Property Located At 19–35 Roberts Street and 
Authorizing Execution of Related Documents 

 

WHEREAS, Shortline Transit LLC is the owner of certain real property located at 19–35 
Roberts Street, Middletown, New York, designated on the City of Middletown Tax Map as 
Section 31, Block 5, Lot 8.2; and 

WHEREAS, Shortline Transit LLC has offered to transfer said property to the City of 
Middletown for municipal purposes, including use as a transit terminal; and 

WHEREAS, the acquisition of said property will serve a public purpose and advance 
transportation and transit operations within the City of Middletown; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide Shortline Transit LLC with continued access to and use 
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of the transit terminal through a lease or similar agreement following the transfer of ownership; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby accepts the 
transfer of real property located at 19–35 Roberts Street, Middletown, New York (SBL 31-5-
8.2) from Shortline Transit LLC, subject to approval as to form by the Corporation Counsel; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute 
any and all documents necessary to effectuate said transfer, including but not limited to deeds, 
closing documents, and related instruments, upon review and approval by the Corporation 
Counsel; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Mayor is further authorized to execute a lease or 
similar agreement granting Shortline Transit LLC access to and use of the transit terminal, upon 
terms and conditions acceptable to the Corporation Counsel. 

 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 363-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $27,000 Tranfer with the the 2025 Department of Public Works 
Budget to Replace Pedestrian Crossing Poles and Related Equipment 

 

WHEREAS, three (3) sets of pedestrian crossing poles and related equipment located at the 
roundabout at County Route 78 and James P. Kelly Way were damaged as a result of vehicular 
accidents; and 

WHEREAS, the replacement of this pedestrian safety equipment is necessary to ensure the 
continued safety of motorists and pedestrians; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the 
Treasurer to transfer funds within the 2025 budget as follows: 

FROM TO AMOUNT 
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A.1620.415 – Light and Heat A.5182.900 – General Expense $27,000 
 
Prepared by:  
Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. Transfer of Funds 12-12-25-3 poles 
2. QUOTE FOR MEMO-POLES 
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   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

                            MEMORANDUM 
 
   
Date:      December 12, 2025 
To:         Honorable Members of the Board of Estimate 
               And Apportionment 
Cc:         Leonora Liz-Treasurer 
               Richard McCormack- City Clerk 
From:     Jacob Tawil-Commissioner of Public Works 
Re:         Transfer of Funds for 3 sets of Pedestrian Poles 
 
 
We respectfully request a transfer within our 2025 budget lines for 3 new sets 
of pedestrian crossing poles and equipment that were damaged due to vehicular 
accidents at the roundabout at County RT 78 and JPKW. 
Total cost of the work is estimated at $60,292.00, see attached. 
 
 
 

   FROM                                  AMOUNT                            TO 
                                                      

1.   A.1620.415                            $27,000.00                  A.5182.900 
Light & Heat                                                           General Expense 
 
           
                                                                         
    

                     
   
 
 
 
Thank you.                  
               

 
MC 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 364-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with the Humane Society of Port Jervis/Deerpark 
for Stray Animals 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes an agreement with Port Jervis/Deerpark for Stray 
Animals 
    
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Board of Estimate and Apportionment  authorizes the Mayor to 
sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. Hunane Society Port Jervis DeerPark2026 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 365-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with the Human Society of Middletown for 
Sheltering Stray Dogs and Cats 

 
 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. Scan2025-12-15_143233 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 366-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a $66,384.44 Budget Transfer within the 2025 Department of 
Public Works Budget for a Vehicle for the Commissioner of Public Works 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works has identified the need to purchase a 2026 
Chevrolet Tahoe for use by the Commissioner of Public Works; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner’s current vehicle, a 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe, will be transferred 
to the Police Department to address increased operational demand; and 

WHEREAS, the purchase of said vehicle will be made pursuant to New York State Onondaga 
County Contract No. 0010808, with an estimate attached for review; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer 
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to transfer funds within the 2025 budget, totaling $66,348.44, as follows: 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
G.8130.446 – Sludge $55,000.00 G.8130.200 – Other Equipment 
F.8330.415 – Light & Heat $11,348.44 F.8330.200 – Other Equipment 
 
Prepared by:  
Jacob Tawil 
 
Attachments: 
1. Transfer memo 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: Alderman Tobin 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No: 367-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin X    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

X    

Ald. Johnson X    

Ald. Wray X    

Ald. Kleiner X    

Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Appointing Juanita Mcmillan, Thomas Preston Lee, Shawn Williams, Nicole 
Everett, Talaya Miller, Mackenzy Hagan, Isaiah Soto, Ashley Ortiz, And Erick Rodriguez 

As Volunteer Firefighters 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown Fire Department has submitted the names of individuals 
recommended for acceptance as volunteer firefighters; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Middletown to accept qualified volunteers to 
serve the community and support fire protection services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of 
Middletown hereby accepts the following individuals as volunteer firefighters, effective 
immediately, subject to completion of all required qualifications, screenings, and any applicable 
training requirements: 
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• Juanita McMillan 

• Thomas Preston Lee 

• Shawn Williams 

• Nicole Everett 

• Talaya Miller 

• Mackenzy Hagan 

• Isaiah Soto 

• Ashley Ortiz 

• Erick Rodriguez 

 
Prepared by:  
Andrew Green, Secretary 
 
Attachments: 
1. Volunteer FF appts 
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From: MFD Secretary Green
To: Richard McCormack
Cc: Bob Brady
Subject: Resolution for 12/16
Date: Monday, December 15, 2025 5:35:26 PM
Attachments: Outlook-w1orft52.png

Good evening, Rick!

Could you please prepare a resolution for tomorrow night's meeting accepting the following
members as volunteer firefighters?

Juanita McMillan
Thomas Preston Lee
Shawn Williams
Nicole Everett
Talaya Miller
Mackenzy Hagan
Isaiah Soto
Ashley Ortiz
Erick Rodriguez

Thank you,

Andrew Green
Secretary
Middletown Fire Department
81 E. Main Street
Middletown, NY 10940
(845) 649-6218
MFDSecGreen@MiddletownNY.gov
www.MiddletownFireDept.com
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Masi 
Seconded by: Alderman Johnson 
Date of Adoption: December 16, 2025 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 22-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Re-appointing Alderman Paul Johnson to the City of Middletown Local 
Development Corporation 

 

Be it resolved that the Common Council of the City of Middletown confirms the Common 
Council President’s reappointment of Alderman Paul Johnson to the City of Middletown Local 
Development Corporation, for a term expiring on December 31, 2026. 
 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 23-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a Proposal from RBT CPA, LLP for the Auditing Services for 
Fiscal Year 2025 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby approves the proposal submitted by RBT 
CPAs, LLP to provide auditing services for the City of Middletown for fiscal year 2025; and be 
it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the total cost of said auditing services shall not exceed Seventy-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($75,000.00); and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any and all agreements and related 
documents necessary to effectuate this resolution, subject to review and approval by the 
Corporation Counsel.  



 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
1. City of Middletown and Middletown IDA CDA Proposal 
 



 

 

 PROPOSAL PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR: 

City of Middletown,    

City of Middletown IDA, and 

City of Middletown CDA  
 

Professional Independent Audit Services 

October 6, 2025  

Submitted by: 

Shannon M. Mannese, CPA, CFE 

RBT CPAs, LLP 

11 Racquet Road, Newburgh, NY 12550 

845-567-9000 

 



 

 

    

 

 
 

October 6, 2025 

 

Leonora Liz, Treasurer 

City of Middletown 

City of Middletown Industrial Development Agency 

City of Middletown Community Development Agency 

16 James Street 

Middletown, NY 10940 

 

Dear Leonora Liz: 

 

RBT CPAs, LLP is pleased to submit our proposal to City of Middletown, City of 

Middletown Industrial Development Agency, City of Middletown Community 

Development Agency for Audit Services for fiscal year ending December 31, 2025. 

The RBT CPA team has an in-depth understanding of the work to be performed. Our 

firm is fully qualified and prepared to commit significant resources and provide the 

highest level of service to ensure your requirements are met.  

We are one of the largest public CPA firms in the Hudson Valley. We have been 

named a Great Place to Work. Plus, we are a committed corporate citizen that gives 

back to the communities where our team and clients live and work.  

By choosing RBT CPAs, you get peace of mind knowing you hired the best. You can 

trust us to do our job ethically, professionally, and on time every time. We are confident 

our team of dedicated professionals, our extensive experience in the Hudson Valley 

and beyond, and our significant level of partner involvement will meet or exceed your 

highest expectations.  

In addition, you can be 100% confident that local RBT CPAs team is doing the work 

and handling your financial information, from start to finish. We never send work 

outside of the U.S.A. We know and trust every single one of our team members. We 

conduct our due diligence and can attest to our associates’ qualifications and 
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City of Middletown and Middletown IDA & CDA 

Page 2 

 

 

    

 

backgrounds. We support the local causes our team members care about. Plus, we 

believe hiring local people and keeping jobs in the communities where we operate is 

simply the right thing to do.  

We hope you agree that RBT CPAs is the right organization for your Audit so we can 

show you firsthand the exceptional client experience, high levels of professionalism, 

and unwavering ethics we bring to each engagement.  

Please let us know if you need any additional information or have any questions. We 

hope to hear from you soon. 

Very truly yours, 

 

 
 

Shannon M. Mannese, CPA, CFE 

Partner 

845-485-5510 

smannese@rbtcpas.com 

mailto:smannese@rbtcpas.com
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PROPOSAL 

2025 

Section 1: Audit Process 

Activities Dates 

In Person Pre-planning Meeting 

• Discuss audit scope and special areas of review 

• Discuss potential assistance needed above and beyond the scope 

of the audit 

• Agree upon coordination plan  

January 2026 

Interim Fieldwork 

• Prepare assessment of general control environment, complete all risk 

assessment related work and fraud reviews  

• Prepare documentation and testing of monitoring/application 

controls for the revenue, purchasing/payable, payroll and treasury 

cycles 

• Read/abstract government grants and contracts for the year 

• Prepare confirmations for cash balances and debt  

• Receive initial schedule of federal expenditures (SEFA)from the City 

for planning of single audit 

January 2026 

Year-End Audit Procedures 

• Test select asset accounts including grants, contracts, and other 

receivables 

• Test select liability accounts including debt and government 

advances 

• Test grant and contract revenue, contributions and other revenue 

and expenses 

• Test Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards  

• Perform OMB Uniform Guidance compliance testing 

• IDA and CDA completion 

March and April 

2026 

Completion 

• Closing meeting with management team; review management 

letter 

• Meet with management to discuss audit results 

• Deliver final reports (including final Quality Review) 

June 2026 

Other Deliverables  

• Filing of data collection form with clearinghouse June 2026 
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PROPOSAL 

2025 

Section 2: Proposed Fee 

We estimate our fees* for the services requested to be as follows for the fiscal years 

ended December 31, 2025: 

Professional Service 2025 

Annual Audit of the City of Middletown $75,000 

Annual Audit of the City of Middletown Industrial 

Development Agency $4,850 

Annual Audit of the City of Middletown Community 

Development Agency $5,600 

Total $85,450 

                      We are proud to say our services are never outsourced or offshored                                   

                      and are solely prepared in the USA 

*Estimated out-of-pocket expenses are included in the quoted rates and, therefore the fee is an all-inclusive price. 

 

We believe in “earning our way” and will continuously look for ways to increase 

the efficiency of our services each year, thereby keeping our fees at a fair level 

year after year. If our estimate does not meet your expectation, please provide 

us an opportunity to review our fees and determine if our understanding is not 

correct. We would never want fees to preclude us from an opportunity to 

continue working with the City, the IDA, and the CDA.  

 

Our fee estimate is based on receiving closed trial balances by an agreed upon 

date. Records and schedules should be in audit-ready condition, see description 

on following page. We also anticipate full support from your staff during your 

audits, in preparing schedules and analyses, gathering necessary documentation 

and data, and responding to inquiries in a timely manner. 
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PROPOSAL 

2025 

Audit-ready records include, but are not limited to, providing the following documents 

according to the audit timetable: 

 

• Bank reconciliations agree to cash account balances to bank balances and 

include support for any reconciling items. 

• Detailed receivable schedules, whether due from federal, state, or other 

governmental sources, agree to receivable balances and include supporting 

documentation. 

• Schedule of utility income and receivable balances reconciled to general 

ledger. 

• Detailed payable schedules agree to liability balances. 

• Detailed schedule of bans and bonds reconciled to general ledger/debt 

service expense. 

• Calculation of property tax revenue and deferred revenues. 

• Schedule of salaries/personal services and compensated absences are 

reconciled to general ledger and governmental reports, as appropriate. 

• Detailed schedule of open projects, tax reductions, employment data and 

other information to conform with the PARIS report. 

• Detailed schedule of fixed assets shows opening balances, additions, disposals, 

and ending balances by type of asset. 

• Completed schedule of federal expenditures (SEFA), including CFDA numbers, 

reconciled to general ledger expenditures and federal revenues by program.  

 

Our fees contemplate routine consultation regarding accounting, tax, and other 

business matters. The City, the IDA, and the CDA should not be concerned about 

receiving a separate bill for each phone call. In fact, we strongly encourage 

regular communication and the opportunity to resolve issues as they first appear. 

In general, we believe the key to fees for services is clear communication of what 

you will receive, when you will receive it, and how much it will cost. Whether it is 

through the financial and operational focus of our audit, our year-round service 

philosophy, or a special consulting assignment, you can always be assured we 

are committed to quality service that provides demonstrable value.  
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PROPOSAL 

2025 

From time to time, however, you may request that we perform research or services 

that are above and beyond the scope of the audit process. Such additional 

services would be billed separately and would include any assistance with the 

implementation of new standards. We will, of course, discuss the objectives of all 

such projects and provide you with an estimate of the related fees before 

beginning any work. Further, we will provide updated estimates of time and fees 

should the scope of the project change before its completion.  

 

Our current standard rates are below which would be discounted for any 

additional services provided to the City, the IDA, and/or the CDA. 

 

Our 2025 rates by level of staff are as follows: 
Discounted 

Rate 

Partner $437 

Quality Control $437 

Manager $396 

Supervisor $356 

Senior Accountant $306 

In-Charge Accountant $230 

Associate Accountant $194 

Administrative Assistant $173 

 
 

 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 24-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing An Agreement With Orange County For Compensating Use Tax 
Sharing 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes an agreement with the County of 
Orange for Compensating Use Tax Sharing through the year 2029; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said agreement shall remain in full force and effect with no 
changes to the existing terms; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute said agreement 
and any related documents necessary to effectuate this resolution  
 
Prepared by:  



Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
1. Sales Tax Sharing Agreement 2026 
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THE COUNTY OF ORANGE SALES & COMPENSATING USE TAX 
SHARING AGREEMENT 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is made this ____ day of January 2026, by and among THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE, and THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

AND THE CITY OF PORT JERVIS (the three cities are collectively referred to herein as the 

“CITIES”), all municipal corporations organized and existing by virtue of the laws of the State of 

New York. 

WHEREAS, Article 29 of the Tax Law of the State of New York authorizes certain 

municipalities to impose certain taxes on retail sales and other similar transactions and 

compensating use taxes as therein specified, to be administered by the New York State Tax 

Commission, and further provides certain priorities and preemptive rights, and 

WHEREAS, THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, by virtue of New York State law, including, 

but not limited to, NY Tax Law §1210(i)(35), has imposed a sales and compensating use tax that, 

as of the time of this Agreement, is three and three-quarters percent (3¾%), and 

WHEREAS, over many years there have been a series of agreements among the parties 

hereto to provide for the sharing of the net sales and compensating use tax monies received by 

THE COUNTY OF ORANGE among the three cities as parties to such agreements, as well as the 

various Towns and Villages not parties to such agreements (receiving same as third-party 

beneficiaries to such agreements), the last of such agreements expiring by its terms on February 

28, 2026, and 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto agree that for due and sufficient consideration 

acknowledged by them, they desire to enter into and execute this Agreement and be bound by the 

terms hereof, and 
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WHEREAS, by resolutions duly adopted by the governing bodies of each party hereto, the 

parties have agreed upon a plan whereby THE COUNTY OF ORANGE will share with the CITIES 

the net sales and compensating use taxes it receives in such proportions as set forth below and 

agreed upon by the respective elective governing bodies of the parties, as provided and authorized 

in NY Tax Law § 1262(c), and  

WHEREAS, the Charters, laws and resolution adopted by the governing bodies of each of 

the parties hereto authorizes the Chief Elected Official or the Chief Executive Officer of their 

respective municipalities to execute this Agreement on behalf of each of them, 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants herein contained, the 

parties hereto mutually covenant and agree as follows: 

1. THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, during the term of this Agreement, shall continue to 

impose the taxes described in NY Tax Law § 1210(a), to the extent it is authorized by 

New York State to do so, at a rate of three percent (3%) or at a greater rate that may be 

authorized by the State of New York (presently three and three-quarters percent [3¾ 

%]), subject to the terms herein below. 

2.  The term of this Agreement shall commence on March 1, 2026, and terminate on 

February 28, 2029. 

3. The implementation of the distribution formula contained herein and the distribution 

of the respective portion of the net sales and compensating use taxes received by THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE with the municipalities as set forth herein are contingent upon 

the CITIES, and each of them, hereby agreeing to and actually forbearing from 

preempting the sales and compensating use taxes imposed by THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE during the period of this Agreement. By entering into this Agreement each 
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of the CITIES agrees to refrain from imposing any sales and compensating use taxes 

otherwise authorized by NY Tax Law § 1210, or elsewhere, except that the CITIES can 

impose sales taxes described in NY Tax Law § 1105(b) and related compensating use 

taxes in NY Tax Law § 1110, as authorized by NY Tax Law § 1210(b), which a city 

has a prior right to impose pursuant to NY Tax Law § 1224(b)(1). 

4. The CITY OF NEWBURGH has, by Charter, law and/or by resolution, duly adopted 

by the Common Council of the City of Newburgh, authorized its City Manager to 

execute this Agreement and has also agreed not to preempt the sales and compensating 

use taxes imposed by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE during the term of this Agreement.  

The CITY OF MIDDLETOWN has, by Charter, law and/or by resolution, duly adopted 

by the Common Council of the City of Middletown, authorized its Mayor to execute 

this Agreement and has also agreed not to preempt the sales and compensating use 

taxes imposed by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE during the term of this Agreement. 

The CITY OF PORT JERVIS has, by Charter, law and/or by resolution, duly adopted 

by the Common Council of the City of Port Jervis, authorized its Mayor to execute this 

Agreement and has also agreed not to preempt the sales and use taxes imposed by THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE during the term of this Agreement. Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, each of the CITIES is empowered to preempt the sales and compensating 

use tax by imposing the sales taxes described in NY Tax Law §1105(b) and related 

compensating use taxes in NY Tax Law § 1110, as authorized by NY Tax Law § 

1210(b), which a city has a prior right to impose pursuant to NY Tax Law § 1224(b)(1). 

5. The distributions to be made by the County hereunder are to be based upon the sales 

and compensating use tax monies received by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE (presently 
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at the rate of three and three-quarters [3¾%]), less the expenses of the Commissioner 

of Taxation and Finance for administration and collection and amounts withheld for 

refunds.  The expenses of the Commissioner of Taxation and Finance and amounts 

withheld for refunds shall be deducted from the gross receipts prior to the payment to 

THE COUNTY OF ORANGE by the New York State Comptroller, pursuant to NY 

Tax Law § 1261 or other applicable law, and the remainder shall be the “net 

collections” of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE as such term is defined in NY Tax Law 

§ 1262(f). 

6. For the term of this Agreement, the net collections of the sales and compensating use 

taxes imposed by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE shall be retained by THE COUNTY 

OF ORANGE or allocated and disposed of as follows: 

A. THE COUNTY OF ORANGE shall retain for purposes of THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE seventy-three and six hundred sixteen thousandths percent 

(73.616%) of the above described net collections. 

B. THE COUNTY OF ORANGE shall allocate and distribute twenty-six and three 

hundred eighty-four thousandths percent (26.384%) of the above described net 

collections to the CITIES, Town and Villages as follows: 

1. Thirty-two and five hundred twenty-five thousandths percent (32.525%) 

thereof to the CITIES as provided below. 

2. Sixty-seven and four hundred seventy-five thousandths percent 

(67.475%) thereof to the Towns and Villages as provided below. 

C. For the term of this Agreement, the amount to be distributed to the three CITIES 

(32.525% of the 26.384% of net collections of sales and compensating use taxes 
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received by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE) shall be divided among them 

according to the following percentages of the noted 32.525%: 

NEWBURGH  42.451% 

MIDDLETOWN 44.640% 

PORT JERVIS 12.909% 

D. Said percentages, as they relate to the relative populations as reflected in the 

2020 Census, have been confirmed by the Finance Department of THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE. It has been agreed to among the CITIES, and 

consented to by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, that the above percentages for 

each of the CITIES shall be adjusted in future years and future agreements in 

accordance with the relative adjustments in the population of each of the 

CITIES, as evidenced in each of the future United States decennial census 

population data or special population census taken pursuant to NY General 

Municipal Law § 20 completed and published prior to the end of the quarter for 

which the allocation is made, which special census must include the entire area 

of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE. 

E. The monies allocated to the Towns located within THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE shall be divided among them based upon their respective 

populations, determined in accordance with the latest decennial federal census 

or special population census taken pursuant to NY General Municipal Law § 20 

completed and published prior to the end of the quarter for which the allocation 

is made, which special census must include the entire area of THE COUNTY 

OF ORANGE. Provided, where a village located within THE COUNTY OF 
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ORANGE elects a direct cash payment provided for in NY Tax Law § 1262(c), 

the amount to be paid to such village shall be determined by the ratio that the 

population of such village or portion thereof within a town in which such village 

is located bears to the total population of the entire town, determined in 

accordance with the latest decennial federal census or special population census 

taken pursuant to NY General Municipal Law § 20 completed and published 

prior to the end of the quarter for which the allocation is made, which special 

census must include the entire area of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, except 

that if the Village of Highland Falls elects a direct cash payment as provided in 

the second to last unnumbered paragraph of NY Tax Law § 1262(c), the amount 

to be paid to it shall be determined by the ratio that the full valuation of real 

property in the Village bears to the full valuation of the entire Town of 

Highlands. 

7. The amounts to be allocated to the CITIES, Towns and Villages shall be calculated 

quarterly during the term of the Agreement, based upon the net amount of sales and 

compensating use tax revenue as described herein and received by THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE during the previous quarter. 

8. The distributions to the municipalities under this Agreement will be made on or about 

the 30th day of January, April, July and October of each year covered by this 

Agreement. The first such payment shall be made on or about April 30, 2026. 

9. It is the present intention of the parties hereto that they renegotiate a continuation of 

this Agreement in the future.  The parties therefore agree to commence negotiations for 

a new agreement on or about November 1, 2027. In the event a renegotiated agreement 
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or such other agreement is not reached on or before June 1, 2028, then any of the 

CITIES that are parties to this Agreement shall notify THE COUNTY OF ORANGE 

pursuant to NY Tax Law § 1223 of its intention to adopt legislation imposing a City 

Sales Tax as permitted by law, such tax to become effective as of March 1, 2029.  The 

purpose of this clause is to enable the CITIES to collect a continuous stream of revenue 

from THE COUNTY OF ORANGE to the end of the term of this Agreement with 

minimal interruption. 

10. The parties are aware, as set forth above, that the present sales and compensating use 

tax rate is three and three-quarter percent (3¾%). Notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary provided elsewhere in this Agreement, if the present 3¾% sales and 

compensating use tax rate (“rate”) is ever changed, then the reduced or increased rate 

shall be immediately substituted for the 3¾% rate presently in effect (or any rate then 

presently in effect) and the sharing formula set forth in paragraph “6” above shall be 

adjusted to reflect the new rate. For example, if the rate were reduced from the present 

3¾% to 3%, then the CITIES and Towns would receive 26.384% of the net collections, 

as noted above, from the 3% rate, and if the rate increased from the present 3¾% rate 

to 4%, then the CITIES and Towns would receive 26.384% of net collections, as noted 

above, from the 4% rate, all less any administrative or other costs as described above.  

Villages may receive their respective shares as otherwise provided for herein and in 

applicable State law. Net collections from such additional or lesser rates that are not 

required to be paid to the CITIES, Town and Villages as described herein shall be 

retained by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE for its own purposes. 
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11. In the event New York State assumes responsibility for funding or paying out of State 

funds THE COUNTY OF ORANGE’s Medicaid expenses, or in the event there is any 

other action taken by the State of New York whereby the State assumes a responsibility 

and an expense of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE and in exchange therefore the State 

retains a portion of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE’s net collections that are the subject 

of this Agreement, the rights of the parties will be affected pursuant to the terms of this 

paragraph. If the expense of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE for any program taken over 

by the State of New York equals or exceeds the amount such net collections of THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE retained by the State of New York, then THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE shall continue to distribute to the other municipalities the same 26.384% of 

the sales tax revenue generated by the three percent (3%) tax even though THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE may no longer be receiving its 76.616% of the original 

amount of such revenues. If THE COUNTY OF ORANGE’s expense for any such 

program taken over by the State is less than the amount of THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE’s net collections retained by the State of New York, then the net loss 

suffered by THE COUNTY OF ORANGE shall be shared by THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE, the CITIES and the Towns and Villages in the same proportion as that by 

which the revenues are retained and distributed. 

12. In the event that any of the CITIES or a Town or a Village incurs a monetary debt or 

obligation to THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, and said debt or obligation remains 

outstanding for one year after it has become due and owing to THE COUNTY OF 

ORANGE following good faith discussions with THE COUNTY OF ORANGE to 

satisfy the debt or obligation, then THE COUNTY OF ORANGE is authorized herein 
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to deduct an amount equal to such outstanding amount of such debt or obligation, to 

include statutory interest and penalties, if applicable, from that municipality’s share of 

the net collections of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE due that municipality as provided 

in this Agreement. Such deductions shall be from the payment(s) scheduled to be made 

next following the above-referenced one year anniversary of the date the debt or 

obligation accrued, and from each successive share otherwise due to the municipality 

until the debt or obligation has been paid in full.  A municipality may request that the 

payments be paid in installments for a period not to exceed three years, which request 

shall not be unreasonably denied. 

13. The parties desire to express their intent to continue the terms of the prior agreement to 

this Agreement (the one in existence at the time this Agreement is entered into) and in 

the event an interpretation of this Agreement is necessary, the prior agreement 

reference in the third “WHEREAS” clause of this Agreement shall be used to interpret 

the intentions of the parties hereto, to the extent necessary and with the understanding 

that some of the terms of this Agreement may have been intentionally modified by the 

parties to have a different intent than the prior agreement. The changes to this 

Agreement in comparison to the prior agreement are intended to recognize, among 

other things, THE COUNTY OF ORANGE’s current sales and compensating use tax 

rate of 3¾%, i.e., the rate of THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, not including the New 

York State rate or the rate imposed as a result of being in the Metropolitan Commuter 

Transportation District. The changes in this Agreement are also intended to develop a 

contingency in the event THE COUNTY OF ORANGE rate ever changes (either by 

increase or decrease) from the present rate of 3¾% to ensure that the parties respective 
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percentage shares of the rate, whatever that may be, and whatever such rate actually is, 

are continued as the same percentage of any new rate, except as otherwise provided in 

this Agreement. 

14. The parties further agree to submit this Agreement for any necessary approvals by the 

State of New York or any officer, agency, or department thereof, and if it is not so 

approved the parties shall expeditiously renegotiate this Agreement to the extent 

necessary, leaving as is any provision of this Agreement which would be valid, or 

which was not disapproved, as being to continue in full force and effect for a period of 

one year pending such renegotiation. 

15. This Agreement may be signed in counterparts, and facsimile signatures shall be 

considered valid and binding. 

IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands, and seals if so affixed, on the 

day and year as set forth below. 

 

THE COUNTY OF ORANGE                            CITY OF NEWBURGH 
 
 
 
BY: _______________________________  BY: _______________________________ 
Hon. Steven M. Neuhaus, County Executive  Hon. Todd Venning, City Manager 
 
 
 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN    CITY OF PORT JERVIS 
 
 
 
BY: _______________________________  BY: _______________________________ 
Hon. Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor   Hon. Dominic M. Cicalese, Mayor 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 25-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Tri-State Geese Police Patrol 2026 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
Agreement with Tri-State Geese Police Control in 2026. Same rate at last year, $385/week and 
$75/nest found and treated. Their work last year met expectations in reducing the geese 
population in our parks serviced. 
 
Prepared by:  
Raelynn Bertholf, Supt of Recreation and Parks 
 
Attachments: 
1. Geese Police Contract 
 









 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 26-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Authorizing An Updated Agreement With CivicPlus (Recreation Management) 

With Five-Year Locked-In Pricing 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes an updated agreement with CivicPlus 
(Recreation Management) with locked in pricing for 5 years. CivicPlus increased its pricing by 
$2,304.75. They are giving a 50% discount on this year's increase because I explained we did not 
budget for this increase. I budgeted for a 5% uplift, expecting the cost of 2026 to be $12,099.04. 
This year's difference not budgeted for is $576.18.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, 
concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the 
agreement. 
 



Prepared by:  
Raelynn Bertholf, Supt of Recreation and Parks 
 
Attachments: 
1. CivicRec Contract 
 













 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 27-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Mayor 
DeStefano 

    

President 
Rodrigues 

    

Ald. Masi     

Total     

 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Authorizing a $14,875.00 Budget transfer within the 2025 Fire Budget to cover 

the cost of a new vehicle for the Fire Chief 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the Treasurer to transfer a total of 
Fourteen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($14,875.00) as follows, to partially 
cover the cost of a new vehicle for the Fire Chief. 
 
FROM 
ACCOUNT ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION AMOUNT TRANSFERRED TO 

A.3410.204 Radio Systems $2,500.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 

A.3410.207 Hose & Appliances $1,600.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 

A.3410.220 Uniforms $1,375.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 

A.3410.417 Gas & Oil $2,500.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 



A.3410.492 Fire Recognition $2,500.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 

A.3410.506 Physical Exams $2,900.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 

A.3420.450 Fire Station Materials & 
Supplies 

$1,500.00 A.3410.200 – Other 
Equipment 

TOTAL  $14,875.00  
 
Prepared by:  
Robert Brady, Chief FD 
 
Attachments: 
1. 2025 FD Budget Transfer 010626 
 





 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 28-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing First Instance Funding For The Middletown Traffic Operations, 
Stage 1 Transportation Project 

 

Authorizing the implementation, and funding in the first instance 100% of the federal-aid 
and State "Marchiselli" Program-aid eligible costs, of a transportation federal-aid project, 
and appropriating funds therefore. 
  
WHEREAS, a Project for the Middletown Traffic Operations, Stage 1 in the City of Middletown, 
Orange County, PIN 8757.07 (the “Project") is eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as 
amended, that calls for the apportionment of the costs such program to be borne at the ratio of 
80% Federal funds and 20% non-federal funds; and 
  
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 214-21 adopted by the City of Middletown on October 19, 2021 
approved and agreed to advance the Project by making a commitment of 100% of the non-



federal share of the costs of construction and construction inspection work, and increased the 
federal and non-federal share of costs for the additional preliminary engineering work for the 
project. 
  
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 241-24 adopted by the City of Middletown on November 19, 2024 
approved and agreed to advance the Project by making a commitment of 100% of the non-
federal share of the costs of construction and construction inspection work, and increased the 
federal and non-federal share of costs for the additional preliminary engineering work for the 
project. 
  
WHEREAS, it was subsequently found necessary to undertake additional construction, and 
construction inspection work not contemplated in the original agreement authorized by the 
previous Resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to increase the federal and non-federal share of costs 
for the additional construction, and construction inspection work for the project; and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, the Middletown City Council, duly convened does hereby 
  
RESOLVE, that the Middletown City Council hereby approves the above-subject project; and it 
is hereby further 
  
RESOLVED, that the Middletown City Council hereby authorizes the City of Middletown to pay 
in the first instance 100% of the federal and non-federal share of the cost of the additional 
construction and construction inspection work for the Project or portions thereof; and it is further 
  
RESOLVED, that the sum of $715,000 ($25,191,203 minus the previous $24,476,203) is hereby 
appropriated from Capital Fund H.908.900 and made available to cover the cost of participation 
in the above phases of the Project; and it is further 
  
RESOLVED, that in the event the full federal and non-federal share costs of the project exceeds 
the amount appropriated above, the Middletown City Council shall convene as soon as possible 
to appropriate said excess amount immediately upon the notification by the Mayor thereof, and it 
is further 
  
RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Middletown be and is hereby authorized to execute 
all necessary Agreements, certifications or reimbursement requests for Federal Aid and/or 
applicable Marchiselli Aid on behalf of the City of Middletown with the New York State 
Department of Transportation in connection with the advancement or approval of the Project and 
providing for the administration of the Project and the municipality's first instance funding of 
project costs and permanent funding of the local share of federal-aid and state-aid eligible Project 
costs and all Project costs within appropriations therefore that are not so eligible, and it is further 
  
RESOLVED, that in addition to the Mayor, the following municipal titles:  Commissioner of 
Public Works, City Engineer and City Treasurer are also hereby authorized to execute any 
necessary Agreements or certifications on behalf of the Municipality/Sponsor, with NYSDOT in 
connection with the advancement or approval of the project identified in the State/Local 
Agreement; 
  



RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State 
Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with 
the Project, and it is further  
  
RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  
  
STATE OF NEW YORK                     ) 
                                                           ) SS: 
COUNTY OF ORANGE                      ) 
  
  
I, ______________________________, Clerk of the City of Middletown, New York, do hereby 
certify that I have compared the foregoing copy of this Resolution with the original on file in my 
office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said original Resolution and of the 
whole thereof, as duly adopted by said _______________________   at a meeting duly called 
and held at the _______________________ on ________________ by the required and 
necessary vote of the members to approve the Resolution. 
  
WITNESS My Hand and the Official Seal of the City of Middletown, New York, this 
___________ day of _______________________, 2026. 
  
  
                                             _______________________________________________ 
                                       Clerk, City of Middletown 
  
  
  
  
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. PIN 8757.07 SUP 5 D035608 
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  Sponsor:City of Middletown 
PIN: 8757.07  BIN: N/A 

Comptroller's Contract No.  D035608 
Supplemental Agreement No.5      

 Date Prepared:12/18/2025 By:GC                            
Press F1 for instructions in the blank fields:                                                                                                                                                        Initials 

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT No.  5 to D035608 (Comptroller's Contract No.) 
 

This Supplemental Agreement is by and between: 
 

the New York State Department of Transportation ("NYSDOT"), having its principal office at 50 
Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232, on behalf of New York State (“State”) 

and 

City of Middletown (the Sponsor) 
Acting by and through the Mayor 

with its office at 16 James Street, Middletown, NY  10940. 
 

This amends the existing Agreement between the parties in the following respects only: 

Amends a previously adopted Schedule A by (check as applicable): 

   amending a project description 

   amending the contract end date 

   amending the scheduled funding by:            

             adding additional funding (check and enter the # phase(s) as applicable): 

                   adding phase       which covers eligible costs incurred on/after   /  /     

                   adding phase       which covers eligible costs incurred on/after   /  /     

 

             increasing funding for a project phase(s) 

             adding a pin extension 

             change from Non-Marchiselli to Marchiselli 

             deleting/reducing funding for a project phase(s) 

             other (     )  

 Amends a previously adopted Schedule “B" (Phases, Sub-phase/Tasks, and Allocation of 

Responsibility)  

   Amends a previously adopted Agreement by replacing the Appendix A dated October 2019 

with the Appendix A dated June 2023. 

   Amends a previously adopted Agreement by adding:  

  Appendix B M/WBE/SDVOB. 

  Retention Exhibit. 

  Other:        
 

 Amends the text of the Agreement as follows (insert text below):  
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  Sponsor:City of Middletown 
PIN: 8757.07  BIN: N/A 

Comptroller's Contract No.  D035608 
Supplemental Agreement No.5      

 Date Prepared:12/18/2025 By:GC                            
Press F1 for instructions in the blank fields:                                                                                                                                                        Initials 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their duly authorized officials as 
of the date first above written. 

 
SPONSOR: 
 
By: _____________________________________ 
 
Print Name: ______________________________ 
 
Title: ____________________________________ 

 

SPONSOR ATTORNEY: 
 
By: ______________________________________ 
 
Print Name: _______________________________ 

 

STATE OF NEW YORK  
    )ss.: 

COUNTY OF ORANGE      
 
On the ___ day of _______________ in the year 20__, before me the undersigned personally appeared 
__________________________________, personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory 
evidence to be the individual(s) whose name(s) is (are) subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me 
that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the 
instrument, the individual(s), or the person upon behalf of which the individual(s) acted, executed the instrument. 
 
 
 
        __________________________________ 
        Notary Public 
 
                                                                                                        My Commission Expires:  ____________________ 
 

APPROVED FOR NYSDOT:   
  
 
 
BY:__________________________________________ 
      For Commissioner of Transportation  
  
Agency Certification: In addition to the acceptance of this contract I 
also certify that original copies of this signature page will be attached 
to all other exact copies of this contract. 
 
 
Date: ____________________________ 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
STATE OF NEW YORK ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
 
By: _________________________________ 

Assistant Attorney General 
 
 
COMPTROLLER'S APPROVAL:  
 
 
By:__________________________________ 

For the New York State Comptroller 
     Pursuant to State Finance Law '112 

 



Schedule A (10/2024) 

Press F1 to read instructions in blank fields       Page 1 of 2          

SCHEDULE A – Description of Project Phase, Funding and Deposit Requirements  
NYSDOT/ State-Local Agreement - Schedule A for 
PIN 

8757.07 

 

A. Summary of Participating Costs FOR ALL PHASES For each PIN Fiscal Share below, show current costs on the rows 

indicated as “Current”.  Show the old costs from the previous Schedule A on the row indicated as “Old.”  All totals will calculate automatically. 

PIN 
Fiscal  
Share 

“Current” 
or “Old” 

entry 
indicator 

Funding 
Source 

(Percentage)  
TOTAL Costs 

FEDERAL 
Funds 

STATE  
Funds 

LOCAL Funds 

LOCAL 
DEPOSIT 
AMOUNT 
(Required  

only if State 
Administered) 

8757.07.121 
Current STP (80%) $1,600,203.00 $1,280,162.00 $240,030.00 $80,011.00 $0.00 

Old STP (80%) $1,600,203.00 $1,280,162.00 $240,030.00 $80,011.00 $0.00 

8757.07.221 
Current STP (80%) $15,000.00 $12,000.00 $2,250.00 $750.00 $0.00 

Old STP (80%) $15,000.00 $12,000.00 $2,250.00 $750.00 $0.00 

8757.07.321  
Current STP (80%) $16,467,000.00 $13,173,600.00 $2,470,050.00 $823,350.00 $0.00 

Old STP (80%) $15,752,000.00 $12,601,600.00 $2,362,800.00 $787,600.00 $0.00 

8757.07.322 
Current CMAQ (80%) $6,966,000.00 $5,572,800.00 $1,044,900.00 $348,300.00 $0.00 

Old CMAQ (80%) $6,966,000.00 $5,572,800.00 $1,044,900.00 $348,300.00 $0.00 

8757.07.122 
Current CMAQ (80%) $143,000.00 $114,400.00 $21,450.00 $7,150.00 $0.00 

Old CMAQ (80%) $143,000.00 $114,400.00 $0.00 $28,600.00 $0.00 

    .  .    Current     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Old     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

    .  .    
 

Current     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Old     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

    .  .    
 

Current     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Old     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

    .  .    
 

Current     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Old     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

    .  .    
 

Current     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Old     $   0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

TOTAL CURRENT COSTS: $25,191,203.00 $20,152,962.00 $3,778,680.00 $1,259,561.00 $   0.00 

OSC Contract #:  D035608 
     Contract Start Date:  2/16/2017(mm/dd/yyyy) Contract End Date:  9/30/2029(mm/dd/yyyy) 

 Check, if date changed from the last Schedule A 

Purpose:  Original Standard Agreement  Supplemental Schedule A No. 5 

Agreement 
Type: 

 Locally Administered Municipality/Sponsor (Contract Payee): City of Middletown 

 Other Municipality/Sponsor (if applicable):       

 

 State Administered List participating Municipality(ies) and the % of cost share for each and indicate by checkbox which 
Municipality this Schedule A applies. 

  Municipality:         % of Cost share 
 Municipality:         % of Cost share 
 Municipality:         % of Cost share 

 

Authorized Project Phase(s) to which this Schedule applies:  PE/Design  ROW Incidentals 

  ROW Acquisition  Construction/CI/CS 

Work Type:  HWY INTERSECTION IMP County (If different from Municipality):  ORANGE COUNTY 

 (Check, if Project Description has changed from last Schedule A):    
Project Description: City of Middletown Traffic Operations, Stage 1, City of Middletown, Orange County       

Marchiselli Eligible  Yes  No                                               



Schedule A (10/2024)   

 Press F1 to read instructions in blank fields                                                                                                                              Page 2 of 2 
  
 NYSDOT/State-Local Agreement – Schedule A       PIN  8757.07 

 

B.    Local Deposit(s) from Section A: $   0.00 

       Additional Local Deposit(s) $0.00 

       Total Local Deposit(s) $   0.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

D.    Point of Contact for Questions Regarding this 
Schedule A (Must be completed)   

Name:  Giselle Conrad 
Phone No:  845-431-5731 

 
See Agreement (or Supplemental Agreement Cover) for required contract signatures. 

 
Footnotes (FN):  (See LPB’s SharePoint for link to sample footnotes) 

 
• Project Description Continued: This project will include the upgrade of seventeen signalized intersections on County 

Route 67 (West and East Street) and Route 17M (Dolson Avenue, Fulton Avenue, Monhagen Avenue and North 
Street) as well as two non-signalized intersections within the City of Middletown, Orange County. This project will 
incorporate new signals, controllers, actuators, turning lane and pedestrian controls as needed. This project will 
also include the replacement of seven thousand five hundred linear feet of sidewalks, curbs and pavement. 

 

• This Schedule A increases the funds for the construction and construction inspection phase.  
 

•       
 

•       
 

•       
 

•       
 

•       
 

•       
 

•       
 

•       
 

• 12/18/2025 - 8757.07 GC 
 

C.    Total Project Costs All totals will calculate automatically. 

Total 
 FEDERAL  

Cost 

Total  
STATE  
Cost 

Total  
LOCAL  

Cost 

Total  
ALL SOURCES  

Cost 

$20,152,962.00 $3,778,680.00 $1,259,561.00 $25,191,203.00 

 Total FEDERAL Cost $20,152,962.00 

Total STATE Cost $3,778,680.00 

                                        SFS TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT $23,931,642.00 

https://nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/NYSDOTIntraDOT/PolicyPlanning/OfcOfIntegratedModalServices/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FNYSDOTIntraDOT%2FPolicyPlanning%2FOfcOfIntegratedModalServices%2FShared%20Documents%2FLocal%20Programs%20Bureau%2FFederal%20aid%20Programs%2FSchedules&viewid=7a39fa1a%2D8807%2D4cc6%2Da9dc%2Dd70ea26901b1


 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 29-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Pepsi-Cola of the Hudson Valley 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes the execution of two agreements 
with Pepsi Cola for the placement and operation of two vending machines at City Hall — one 
for beverages and one for snacks. 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute said agreements and any related 
documents necessary to effectuate this resolution, subject to review and approval by the 
Corporation Counsel. 

There is no cost to the City associated with these agreements. All installation, maintenance, 
stocking, and servicing of the machines will be handled by Pepsi Cola of the Hudson Valley. 



 
Prepared by:  
Rick McCormack, City Clerk 
 
Attachments: 
1. Pepsi Cola Vending Machine Agreement 
 









 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: None 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: January 20, 2026 
Index No: 30-26 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. 
Rodriguez 

    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Gomez     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with The Humane Society of Port Jervis/Deerpark 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and hereby authorizes an agreement with The Humane 
Society of Port Jervis/Deerpark; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute said agreement and any related 
documents necessary to effectuate this resolution.  
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. Scan2026-01-13_145308 
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