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ALL:  -- flag of the United States of 

America, and to the republic for which it stands, 

one nation, under God, indivisible with liberty 

and justice for all.  

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Roll? 

CLERK:  Alderman Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Here. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Here. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Here. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Here. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Here. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Here. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Here. 

CLERK:  Masi?  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Here.  

Approval of minutes? 

CLERK:  Do you want me to say it? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  So move. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  
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Approval of minutes for May 6th motion by 

Alderman Johnson. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Second. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Alderman Witt.  

All favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  All right.  Do 

we have any correspondence? 

CLERK:  Nope. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

For the good of the city, we would like to call 

the police chief up for the pinning ceremony. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Good evening, 

Mayor and members of the council.  Before I get 

started this evening, I'd like to thank Mayor 

DeStefano, the common council, and the police 

commission for providing me this opportunity to 

publicly recognize members of the Middletown 

Police Department on their recent promotions. 

I would also like to thank the family 

members, friends, city residents, and the members 

of Middletown Police Department who have joined 

us here this evening to honor and celebrate the 

accomplishments of the amazing individuals.  

Before we begin, I'd like to take a moment to 
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briefly speak about the men and women of the City 

of Middletown Police Department. 

From our clerical support staff, whom 

diligently work behind the scenes to keep this 

organization running everyday to our parking 

enforcement officers, whom maintain order over 

our municipal parking to our animal control 

officer, whom works with the community to keep 

their pets safe, to our maintenance staff, whom 

take price in keeping our building in the best 

possible condition they can, to our service 

coordinator, whom bridges the gaps between 

various service providers and our residents, to 

our dispatchers, whom answer tens of thousands of 

telephone calls and whom are the conduit between 

people in need and the services needed to keep 

them safe. 

And to our sworn staff of police 

professions, whom put other's safety before their 

own and whom strive everyday to make a positive 

difference through this community, I'm extremely  

proud of each and every one of you.  And I have 

the privilege to witness the dedication, 

commitment -- and commitment that each of you 

give in your specific roles as you strive to meet 
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the needs of this city where you serve with 

passion, commitment and integrity. 

We may not be perfect and we may not 

always be able to achieve the desired outcomes, 

but I know firsthand it is not for lack of 

trying.  And I am proud of each and every one of 

you, and I would like to thank you for what you 

do day in and day out.  So thank you. 

I would now like to invite Lieutenant 

Charles Petrone and Sergeant Michael Napoli to 

come forward to the front please if you guys 

don't mind.  Center stage (indiscernible).  I 

will official pin each member in a moment, but I 

will first provide a brief overview of each 

member and their service to our organization. 

Lieutenant Charles Petrone is a 12-and-

a-half year veteran of the City of Middletown 

Police Department starting his career with 

Middletown Police on September 12, 2012, after 

serving as a police officer for approximately two 

year with the Town of Red Hook Police Department.  

Lieutenant Petrone was promoted to the rank of 

lieutenant on March 14, 2024. 

In this role, he oversees patrol -- a 

patrol squad ensuring the goals of the 
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organization and the needs of the community are 

being met.  Lieutenant Patrone has a very calm 

and positive demeanor, and is a role model, not 

only for his subordinates, but to the entire 

department.  Lieutenant Patrone is constantly 

striving to learn and grow in his new role, and 

is always encouraging and mentoring the members 

of his squad as well as other members of the 

department to be and to do their best. 

During his tenure, Lieutenant Petrone 

has had -- has led by example in all of his 

roles, and he has held many positions to include 

field training officer, police instructor, taser 

instructor, crisis intervention instructor, and 

active shooter instructive. 

He is also the recipient of numerous 

awards and accommodations, and I am honored to 

have him serve in his new role as a patrol 

lieutenant and as one of the top-ranking members 

of Middletown Police Department where he will be 

instrumental in guiding and leading our 

department into the future. 

Sergeant Michael Napoli is a six-year 

veteran of the City of Middletown Police 

Department starting his career with the City of 
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Middletown Police Department on June 17, 2019 

after spending approximately two years serving as 

a police officer with the Village of Monticello 

Police. 

Sergeant Napoli was promoted to the 

rank of sergeant on April 19, 2024, at which time 

he took on one of the most challenging and, by 

far, one of the most important and instrumental 

positions in the policing profession becoming a 

first-line supervisor.  In his new role, Sergeant 

Napoli not only has to work through the 

challenges that come with the transition between 

police officer and supervisor, but he is now 

tasked with being the direct connection between 

the organization and the boots on the ground. 

He is responsible to mentor, motivate, 

and ensure that our police officers are meeting 

the needs of the community and our organization.  

I have no doubt that Sergeant Napoli will excel 

in his new role as he is a hard-working member of 

this department always leading by example and 

striving to be the best that he can in every 

assignment. 

I'd also like to recognize three other 

members of the department that were promoted 
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during the last year and a half to two years.  

Unfortunately, they were not available to attend 

this evening, but I do believe they deserve 

recognition as well.  Detective Patrick Gass.  He 

began his career with the City of Middletown 

Police Department on August 28, 2006, and was 

promoted to detective on February 11, 2023. 

Detective Sara Colletti began her 

career with the City of Middletown Police 

Department on September 5, 2011, and was promoted 

to detective on October 9, 2023. 

And Detective Barone began his career 

with the City of Middletown Police Department on 

October 16, 2017, and was promoted to detective 

on March 22, 2024.  I also apologize to each of 

these members for waiting so much time to have 

this pinning ceremony.  So that's on me, and I do 

apologize to make you wait so long. 

The gentlemen that stand before us this 

evening have put in countless hours preparing 

themselves for this opportunity.  Not just the 

long hours they committed to studying for their 

promotional exams, but the hours, days, and years 

that they have put forth throughout their careers 

working towards achieving and advancing their 
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promotions -- advancing to these promotions. 

Both of these men have demonstrated 

early in their careers their commitment and 

dedication to the City of Middletown Police 

Department, as well as their desire to move up 

through the ranks of the police department.  Each 

of them now hold vital and important leadership 

positions where they will be able to utilize 

their strong work ethics and experience to 

provide direction and impart knowledge throughout 

the department. 

I am very confident in their abilities, 

and I am confident that they will excel in their 

new positions.  Join me for a moment?  Mm-hmm. 

(Applause) 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  One more round of 

applause for them? 

(Applause) 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Lieutenant Patrone 

and Sergeant Napoli, your dedication and 

commitment to the Middletown Police Department is 

inspiring and so greatly appreciated.  I know 

that each of you have spent years preparing for 

these promotions, and I commend you for all your 

efforts and dedication to this organization and 
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your achievements. 

It is often said or believed that 

people are promoted as a reward for all the great 

work they have done, but, in fact, that's only a 

small part of the equation that led you here 

today.  Your promotions are based on the fact 

that you have demonstrated that you are capable 

of taking on additional responsibilities and 

challenges. 

Without a doubt, each of you will be 

faced with new challenges as you navigate through 

your new roles.  And as we all know, policing in 

2025 is much different than it was just a few 

years ago.  To say it's a challenge is an 

understatement.  But with challenges comes 

reward, and I am very confident that you will 

enjoy the rewards that come with leading people 

and watching them grow and achieve their own 

goals. 

I encourage you in your new roles to 

stay true to yourselves and true to the strong 

morals and ethics that have led you on this 

journey and which have helped you achieve your 

new roles.  I ask that you always remember the 

oath that you took in which you swore to protect 
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and serve the people of this community.  I also 

ask that you always reflect upon what led you to 

become a police officer, your "why", as well as 

your "why" that led you to become and take on 

additional responsibility of becoming a 

supervisor. 

As you enter into these new roles, I 

implore you to strive for excellence in 

everything that you do and demand excellence from 

your people you lead.  I also ask that you 

continue to work diligently towards achieving the 

goals and objectives of our organization while 

ensuring the safety and security of this great 

city. 

This concludes our ceremony, and once 

again I'd like to congratulate both honorees.  

Congratulations. 

(Applause) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  And 

we'll take a short break. 

(Break) 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  For the 

good of city, anyone like to address the council?  

Don't rush.  Come down.  Sign in.  All right.  

Remarks of the mayor. 
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MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Good evening.  

Before I begin the presentation, I just wanted to 

reference, you know, the incident in Chester that 

we've all been reading about in the newspaper as 

I believe you all know that the victim was a 

Middletown resident.  As a matter of fact, a 

neighbor of Jude.  And I did send a letter to the 

family expressing, you know, our outrage -- our 

joint outrage with them about what happened to 

their son and also offering whatever assistance 

we as a community can offer. 

And Jude and I paid a visit to the 

house.  I know the police department's been 

contact with them, and basically the family wants 

justice, and hopefully the recent indictment will 

lead to justice.  And we just want them to know 

that we're all there for them to do whatever we 

can to ease their pain moving forward.  And, 

Jude, I want to thank you for making that trip 

with you. 

So, all right.  The first slide tonight 

was something that was a little surprising 

yesterday, and that was the -- an audit report 

that was posted by the New York State 

Comptroller.  Now, I have a lot of respect for 
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Tom DiNapoli and his job as comptroller, but this 

was somewhat of a surprise, the criticisms that 

they put in the audit.  Basically, they're 

talking about almost a ten-year incident that was 

brought to light about seven years ago. 

The City at the time cooperated by 

providing all the documentation that we had 

regarding the trips in and out of the sewage 

treatment plant.  And what it came down to is 

there was an allegation by the comptroller's 

office that there was double-dipping by two sewer 

treatment employees that were on an evening or a 

night shift.   

And at the same time while they were 

working in Middletown, they were also on the 

payroll in Crawford where there was a single 

person.  Here it was at least one person plus, 

plus more accountability here.  But -- so we 

provided them with a lot of documentation to it 

to address their concerns.   

But more importantly, we provided that 

information also at the request of the district 

attorney because there was an appearance 

impropriety.  And when we see the appearance of 

impropriety, we want to make sure that the 
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officials who would prosecute that kind of case 

receive all the documentation.  Well, they did, 

and they decided seven years ago not to prosecute 

the case.  So the case was dismissed. 

They were charged, so apparently they 

saw something, but they decided not -- the case 

was dismissed.  And I don't know the reasons why 

it was dismissed other than the fact that it was 

dismissed, and that was confirmed again by our 

corporation counsel Alex Smith.  So we don't know 

what the comptroller's office is referencing. 

I think it's inappropriate, I think I 

said in my response to the media, for a 

government office that, after someone who was 

charged with some type of illegal activity of 

stealing $90,000 plus, that the prosecuting 

authorities decided not to pursue the case 

against them for whatever reason. 

That, and the comptroller's office 

decided not to seek reimbursement for the City is 

an indication to us, especially since the person 

has been retired for quite a few years, that 

there is no impropriety for us to prove. 

Now, we welcome audits.  Audits are a 

part of our process in order to maintain good 
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government.  Not only do we have our state audit, 

which is every few years.  We, as a body, as a 

city, we go above and beyond.  We've retained a 

private auditing firm RBT to do annual audits in 

the city.  So we go above and beyond so that we 

can catch or see -- because we know people will 

make mistakes.  We know people may be subject to 

inappropriate handling of cash.  So there's a lot 

going on in here in city government. 

You know, we spent 55 to $60 million a 

year, so we want to make sure that there's eyes 

on every nickel that we spend, not just our eyes.  

You guys approve the audit, you know, authorizing 

the checks, but you're not the person authorizing 

the work to be done.  So there's a process that 

we all have to go through. 

So we feel that we've done that.  We do 

take recommendations from the auditors.  For 

example, the recommendation for years was to 

implement time clocks rather than just writing 

down time in and out.  And -- but the 

comptroller's office sort of ignored that it's 

something that had to be bargained for with our 

trade -- with our unions.  We did get it 

bargained for.  We did get it into the contracts, 
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and now we're implementing the timeclock program. 

Another thing about vacation payouts 

and things of that nature where our collective 

bargaining agreement says one thing, but the 

comptroller's office says, well, we don't think 

that's the best practice.  Not that it's illegal, 

but that it's not the best practice. 

So, well, it's our collective 

bargaining unit agreement, so we have to abide by 

the collective bargaining agreement as long as 

it's not illegal.  So we had some problems with 

the ultimate release of the audit.  But when you 

consider a -- basically a ten-year time period, I 

think -- and the fact that this is -- the major 

one was the fact that a person or two people who 

were charged, the case was dismissed, we will be 

sending off a letter to the comptroller's office. 

We already responded with a multi-page 

letter with our initial response to what -- the 

issues they raised, and then asking them to 

revisit their determination that they issued in 

the report.  So I'll be doing that on behalf of 

the City and we'll see how the comptroller's 

office responds, or at least give an explanation 

to why they would want us to tear down a person 
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or persons who were not criminally charged, point 

the finger at them, and why they, if they still 

believe that that money was taken illegally, why 

they didn't pursue it or advise the City to 

pursue it civilly even other than just 

criminally.  So it's an ongoing issue.  It's not 

dead, and we'll keep you abreast of what's going 

on, on that as we move forward. 

Okay.  Next schedule is -- our next 

slide, I mean, is Touro University, their class 

of 2025 graduation.  The Paramount Theater was 

packed for this.  I had the opportunity to, as I 

do annually, to address the students as part of 

being the host community of Touro Middletown.  

It's a great event where, you know, the 1,100-

seat theater was filled with family, friends, and 

graduates, and it was just a fantastic moment.   

It's ten years now of Touro in this 

city.  It's had a tremendous impact on our 

community.  It's also led to additional 

educational opportunities through master's 

programs, through physician assistant's programs.  

And the building, the old Horton Hospital, a 

400,000-square-foot vacant hospital building, is 

almost totally full now.  There's not much space 
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left in that building to be used for other 

activities. 

So it's a moment of pride for our 

community, and especially when you see people 

coming from all over the world to come to their 

daughter or their son's graduation to become 

medical doctors.  And then in August or September 

we'll start again with the white-coat ceremonies 

with the new students coming in.  So that school 

has really been a tremendous boom for Middletown 

and for our community, and brings a lot of pride 

to us. 

Second, then, we went to Fei Tian 

College, which was their -- also their class of 

2025 graduation.  I had the opportunity to 

introduce the commencement speaker who was Maria 

Bruni.  They asked her to be the speaker because 

of all that Maria's done in regards to the 

development of the community campus, and they 

were very thankful of that. 

If you look at the picture on the left 

in the middle, that guy with a disguise on is our 

very own Dr. Paul Johnson, and the lady on the 

left is Maria with her cap and gown on.  And -- 

but again, it was a lot of family and friends 
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again from all over the world here for -- in 

Middletown. 

And as we went out later on for dinner, 

some of us, we saw some of those same people out 

for dinner here in our downtown area and just 

enjoying the community.  Some were commenting 

about the reservoir trails that they took a walk 

on.  So in a way, it's a little bit of a tourist 

attraction too, but also brings great pride. 

As you know, Fei Tian College will be 

changing over to Northern University as soon as 

the State approves it.  It will become the main 

campus of Northern University rather than this 

"satellite campus" of Fei Tian College, becoming 

much more open to other programming, big data in 

other biomedical work. 

They're working with the Orange County 

Partnership on different symposiums.  They just 

hosted some of the high school students for a -- 

what do you call, the little -- the Taiwan chip 

manufacturing symposium where the kids were 

making their own chips.  And they're now working 

with Middletown High School and other schools in 

the area, hopefully, to bring about some 

additional programming that will be used in some 
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of their upstate programs like Micron, these 

businesses that are opening in New York state.  

There's been a big emphasis on New York state 

bringing in chip manufacturers.  So that was a 

great time also. 

Next is the Marilyn Pierce Warming 

Center.  Myself, Alderman Kleiner, and Maria, we  

had the opportunity to attend the Greater 

Middletown Interfaith Council luncheon, the end-

of-the-year luncheon that they had, and this year 

they're honoring Marilyn Pierce.  As you know if 

you've been here for even a few years, Marilyn's 

involvement with the warming center ha been 

nothing but short of spectacular. 

She has put in so much time and so much 

effort, and she's just a very caring person.  And 

we felt after discussing with her family and with 

the GMIC personnel and also some of the council 

members that it would be appropriate for us to 

rename the warming center.  Not rename, but to 

name the warming station, not center, warming 

station as the Marilyn Pierce Warming Station. 

And she was very emotional at the 

luncheon, as you can see in her face.  But 

Marilyn is -- said she's going to bounce back.  
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She has turned over the day-to-day operations to 

I believe Nancy Miller, Maria, was it?  And -- 

but Marilyn said that she -- as soon as she's 

back on her feet she will be returning in some 

capacity.  So I want to thank Marilyn publicly 

also for all the work she's done over the years 

in this area. 

If you had a chance, we were -- we 

joined the Middletown Rotary Club for the second 

annual Flags for Heroes in John Degnan Park.  The 

bottom left is -- you'll see the little 

Middletown Recreation Department logo, and that's 

because Middletown Recreation assisted them in 

putting up all the flags.  They in symmetrical 

order.  They're very nice. 

And as you can see, the picture we have 

is when the wind is blowing.  And a lot of people 

have been commenting on it, very positive.  I 

want to thank the rotary club.  Mark Fellenzer 

and I think his son Ryan was the coordinator of 

the event.  And the second year in a row they've 

done a fantastic job.  I know I sponsored one for 

my dad who was a sergeant in the Army, and it 

brings a lot of pride when you stand there and 

look at your parents -- a flag dedicated to their 
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service.  And it wasn't only for Army or service 

people, it was also for other people in the 

community, veterans of police, fire, whatever -- 

however you wanted to honor your friends or 

family. 

Next up is Estelitas.  We had another 

opening on -- ribbon cutting at 114 North Street.  

A nice young couple who have been in the 

restaurant business for -- working for others for 

20, 25 years each and decided they wanted to open 

up their own restaurant.  I can tell the food is 

very, very good.  I was there with Miguel and a 

group, and I -- nothing will surprise you here, 

but when the check came, Miguel left.  So ended 

up with the check, but I was happy to pay it.  

And that -- the food was delicious, and I 

encourage people, if they have an opportunity, to 

pay them a visit. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  I ate 

there last night too. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yeah.  The 

Masonic Lodge building on the North Street side. 

We had another great ribbon cutting too 

at the 42 North Street.  As you know, this 

building was an empty building that was 
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dilapidated for many, many years.  And we 

collectively as a city, city council, and we -- 

and mayor, we set policy on some of these 

buildings where we're giving access now to like 

Jerry's Park in this case.  Where this was a long 

narrow building, probably 4 or 5,000 square feet 

on the first floor, and we all know that retail 

is not coming back in that sense where this large 

retail unless it has another purpose like New 

Middletown has a big mail order operation. 

But -- so we wanted to redirect the 

development of this building and of 46 right 

across the -- Jerry's Park.  As you can see, 

that's under renovation.  It's going to be 24 

apartments upstairs.  First floor commercial, but 

same principle of access onto Jerry's Park. 

That creates smaller storefronts, and 

that will then attract smaller business people 

like the folks in the picture here.  And it's 

called Open Concept, and the two young ladies 

there, their mom, also owns an operation -- a 

business right across the street. 

So this family is really investing 

heavy into our downtown area.  So I wanted to 

thank them for their investment and their 
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commitment.  And they're very, very smart and 

sharp business people too.  They came up with 

some marketing concepts.  They already involve 

some of their fellow business people on North 

Street with an Explore North Street program.   

And so they fit into our Discover North 

Street program, our Discover Downtown program, 

and Discover Middletown program.  So they -- I 

want to thank them for, A, their commitment, and 

B, for being such an active part, and they just 

opened their doors. 

We've been busy with ribbon cuttings 

and stuff of that nature too, and we also had the 

Middletown Reservoir Bike Trails.  And we had a 

group of mountain bikers.  As you know, the 

trails have been open for quite a while.  They're 

mostly walking trails.  So I guess you can bike 

on them also, but there was a demand for 

mountain-biking trails.   

And a young man named Ryan took hold of 

this.  He sent me an email saying, "Hey, can we 

get involved with the City and design some trails 

up at the reservoirs?"  I forwarded it to 

Raelynn.  Raelynn took it from there with John 

Bianchi, the parks recreation folks/staff.  And 
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with a group of volunteers, they started clearing 

trails through the woods.  A lot of work.  Labor-

intensive.  And they finally have the opportunity 

to open it.  This past Saturday we did the ribbon 

cutting.  Sparrow was there, and I know that 

Gerry was there also.  And we had a -- 

interesting that the amount of use that it's 

already getting. 

You're voting on the names of the 

trails tonight, and one of them is called the 

Pitter Patter -- what was it, Kate?  Pitter 

Patter, Pitter Patter?  Something like that.  

Pitter Patter, Pitter Pat, obviously directed 

towards little kids.  So they're not only -- 

WOMAN 1:  Pitter Patter Loop. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Pitter Patter 

Loop.  Okay.  So it's directed towards little 

kids on a bike, so they, you know, were 

thoughtful enough to make sure that young people 

can enjoy the trails too.  So we're going to have 

Joe Masi do the Ouch Trail when he comes back on 

his bike because we're hoping that will be an 

opportunity to hear ouch.  I hope he's watching. 

We also had two nights of celebration 

at SUNY Orange.  As you know, a few weeks ago we 
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honored SUNY Orange with a key to the city and a 

plaque at one of their daytime functions.  They 

were able to get a group together.  And the SUNY 

Orange 75th -- 75 years of SUNY Orange.  It all 

started here in Middletown, and I believe the 

first community college in New York state.  

Gerry, you can be the factual guy.  That's the -- 

So the -- they were very proud of 

what's going on this weekend, and they -- Friday 

they had the Return to the Mansion, which was the 

celebration at the mansion.  And it was well 

attended.  And you could see myself, the council 

president, and Maria in the one picture.  And we 

-- it was put on by the SUNY Foundation I think 

this was. 

But Saturday night, they had a big 

shindig at the golf club, West Hills Golf Club, 

and the chancellor, SUNY Chancellor John King 

spoke and talked about the impact of community 

colleges on communities like Middletown that -- 

an interesting fact that I didn't know was that 

when SUNY was first formed, when this group got 

together to bring about a community college, 

Orange County had the lowest percentage of high 

school graduates attending college in New York 
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state. 

And that is why the Morrison family and 

others got involved in opening this school and 

donating the property.  And the rest was, as they 

-- Dr. Young, in her presentation, said was just 

that we built more buildings and then we built 

more buildings.  Then we built more buildings, 

and then we opened Newburgh, and then we're 

building more buildings.   

So their enrollment is up, but the 

economic impact on Orange County is huge.  I 

don't remember the number, but it was 100 and -- 

1 out of every $9 I think it is that's spent in 

Orange County has something to do with the SUNY 

system here in Orange County.  So kudos to them.  

It was a great night and a great event. 

The one other picture is with the -- 

two of the SUNY Orange students who received the 

-- were the recipients of the Chancellor's Award 

for Student Excellence.  One is Sara Calle 

Alvarado.  I believe that's Sara in the red 

dress.  And another, Brianna Reid, who was not at 

the event.  But congratulations to them for being 

the recipients of the Chancellors's Award for 

Student Excellence. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

28 

Upcoming events, we have the Juneteenth 

Festival.  I'm going to leave that to Maria to 

get into more detail.  She's been handling it 

with Sadie's and the Middletown NAACP.  So as you 

know, that will be Thursday, June 19th from 3 to 

5 p.m., but Maria will be making a more detailed 

presentation on that. 

And don't forget Memorial Day on 

Monday.  It's sponsored by the Middletown-

Wallkill Veterans Council.  The doors open at 

10:30 a.m.  The ceremony is at 11 a.m. at the 

Middletown Elks Lodge at 48 Prospect Street.  If 

you have the opportunity, please attend.  It's 

nice of us to honor those who have paid that 

ultimate price and also to see the veterans that 

are still with us. 

So thank you.  If you have any 

questions, I'd be more than happy to address 

them. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the mayor?  Alderman Kleiner. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you.  I 

just wanted to comment on one other thing on 

Touro.  The -- I don't know how the warming 

station would get by without the Touro 
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volunteers. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yes.  

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  They've just 

been absolutely amazing, and -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  True. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  -- they're 

already organized for next year.  So -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yes.  You're 

absolutely right.  I know that the warming 

station people have communicated that to us 

several times. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  And the other 

thing is families that have stepped up, you 

mentioned the Morrison family, but also the 

Rowley family. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yes.  

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Because you 

have the Rowley Center for Science and 

Engineering. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yes.  Yes.  

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  So that's 

part of -- 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I was going 

back 75 years.  Rowleys are current. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  They are.  
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They are current, but as you say, it's 

continuing. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  It's 

continuing, yes. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Yes. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  And it's --  

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  And Rowley's 

not only at the SUNY Orange, but don't forget 

Rowley contributed to our -- significant amount 

of money to our Davidge Park pool and other 

programs.  So the Rowley family is all over the 

place. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Cornerstone, 

yeah. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Yep.  Yep.  So 

the Cornerstone is another one. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Yeah.  Thank 

you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Anyone else?  Thank you. 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  All right. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Thank 

you, Mayor.  Remarks of department heads.  

Economic Development? 
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DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  Good evening.  

I'll jump off on the -- what the mayor was saying 

about the Juneteenth festival.  This is the fifth 

annual Juneteenth celebration here in the city of 

Middletown, and this year is -- we kind of think 

it's a lot bigger than it's been, and we've grown 

it thanks to Yaya and the other groups, the NAACP 

and the bid, Sadie's. 

So we collaborated and put together a 

great program for that day.  There's going to be 

free film screening at the Paramount Theater of 

American Fiction, 11 a.m. and at 5:30 p.m.  And 

then from 3 to 5 p.m. at the -- under -- at the 

pavilion, Erie Way Park is all the community 

celebration with performances, live music, 

poetry, dance. 

And then from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. is the 

Minority Business Expo, and that'll be -- it's 

going to be the first that we've done something 

like that, an expo right here along the park.  So 

they're saying we're going to have about 30 

vendors overall for that day. 

So -- and then the celebration also 

continues because that evening is Run4Downtown 

Park, our free outdoor music event.  And one of 
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the performers that is going to be at the 

Juneteenth celebration, Rae Simone, will be 

performing from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. there as well.  

So the celebration goes technically from 11 a.m. 

all the way to 8 p.m. that day, and we're looking 

forward to a great day.  And again, thanks to all 

the volunteers and all -- everybody involved in 

putting this together. 

And summer concerts will be starting 

that week, the week of June 5th.  Farmers Market 

June 7th.  So my team's been busy putting all 

this together and getting ready for opening day 

of everything for the summer.  And that's all I 

have for tonight. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Maria?  All right.  Thank you, 

Maria.  DPW Commissioner. 

JACOB TAWIL:  Good evening, all.  I 

will start off with the reservoirs.  I know 

Alderman Masi is not here, but he's watching.  

The reservoirs are full at capacity.  They are 

overfilled, actually, and we have treated two of 

the reservoirs, two out of the three reservoirs, 

with copper sulfate. 

We have to make sure that the water 
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does not overflow, so it's a balancing act.  We 

have to make sure it's sunny.  And those times of 

-- this time of the year it's very difficult 

because of the rain and so on and so forth.  But 

the guys are doing a good job addressing them and 

staying on top of it. 

The traffic operations, as you can see, 

the project resumed.  Right now they're working 

on Wallkill and Lake Avenue.  They're doing an 

intersection in there to connect it into Lake and 

Wickham Avenue.  So that work is moving forward. 

Grand Avenue right across from Twin 

Towers, the work's slowed down because we found a 

gas line right under the curb line.  So we're 

trying to resolve the issue and it's going to be 

a little bit longer.  It's going to take a little 

bit longer to excavate around the gas line, which 

is directly under the curb.  We're trying to find 

some solutions for it. 

The annual milling and paving for DPW 

starts Tuesday, May 27th.  The schools is going 

to be closed May -- on Tuesday, so we're going to 

be starting around Twin Tower, Grand Avenue, 

Irwin Avenue, Wisner Avenue.  All these areas 

that has to be milled, we'll mill them and take 
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care and clean them up so that when the school 

opens on Monday hopefully they will be ready for 

them, for the schools without too much 

interruption. 

Before you tonight, the parking garage.  

We put that project for bid.  We opened the bid a 

while ago.  We obtained extension for the bids 

from different contractors, from the four 

different contractors because we were working 

with Orange and Rockland to try to relocate their 

power lines.  And we got an issue with the trees 

and the bats and so on. 

And that has been resolved.  Right now 

we're waiting for Orange and Rockland to give us 

their timeline when they're going to be moving 

their power lines.  And once we have this 

cleared, should you award the bids tonight, we 

will coordinate with Orange and Rockland and then 

send the letters of award for the four different 

contractors. 

So that's a nice project that will be 

started.  Again, it's about just under $5 

million, two and a half million dollars from 

Senator Skoufis.  It's a grant for the City. 

Also, this Saturday reminder that we're 
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going to have the electronics drop-off for city 

residents, meaning if you have TVs, monitors, 

servers, computers, what have you, you can bring 

them in and we'll take them from you at the DPW 

garage on Monhagen Avenue from 8:00 until 3:00.  

And with that, I will conclude my remarks.  Do 

you have any questions for me? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Jacob.  Thank you, Jacob. 

JACOB TAWIL:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Superintendent of Recreation. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  Good evening, 

everyone.  I just want to thank everyone who 

showed up for the reservoir ribbon cutting.  

Unfortunately I couldn't be there, but I heard it 

was a great showing.  And Ryan and his whole crew 

were very excited about it, and we are in the 

process of getting Ryan's photos of creating 

their process of putting it all together, and 

pictures and videos from the ribbon cutting and 

making a YouTube video of the whole process 

together. 

And we are also looking into starting 

some programming there.  Hopefully we'll get 
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these trails on the map and updated.  But until 

then, we are looking to do some community rides 

with people who know the trails very well so they 

can lead youth and adults, beginners and advanced 

and some rides on those new trails.  Any 

questions?? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions?  All right.  Thank you. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Anything from the city clerk? 

CLERK:  We have a public hearing, 

short-term rentals.  That's all I have -- we have 

today. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay. 

CLERK:  You want me to read that? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  And I 

forgot the police chief.  Go ahead.  Come on, 

Chief. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Good evening.  I 

figured you heard enough from me.  

CLERK:  Good evening. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Thank you for 

allowing me to bring those members before the 

council and recognize them.  It's very important 
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to them.  It's very important to me and to the 

community, so thank you for that. 

Prior to the event this evening, we did 

host a graduation for our leadership academy here 

in the same room.  A great event once again.  

Sergeant Welch runs a great program assisted by 

Detective Artola.  Officer Scialabba, Officer 

Troia, Officer Harcher, and Animal Control 

Officer Small.  They're all instrumental amongst 

other people, but they do an amazing program. 

And I shared earlier today one of the 

things that I took away from meeting with that 

group earlier last week, when I asked them about 

their experience with the program and some 

questions, and just spent some time with them, 

watched them interact, of how they felt prior to 

after with their experience with policing.  And 

overwhelmingly they all dealt -- changed their 

opinion and had a positive experience with the 

police officers. 

So that is one of the key components of 

the programs that we do with the youth is to 

build those connections with our youth and invest 

in them that hopefully the future looks much, 

much brighter for all of us.  So we definitely 
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appreciate the support there.  I know we get a 

lot of support from the school district as well 

as Orange County Youth Bureau with those 

programs.  So we definitely appreciate that. 

Another great program that's on the 

agenda for you this evening is to extend the 

contract with Stevenson Monchery for our service 

coordinator.  It's coming up on a full year in 

July.  We've had funding for the first year and 

the second year, and we still work on getting 

funding for the future.  But he hosted a program 

yesterday at the library, and it was directly in 

the wheelhouse of what his role is, is to bring 

different services together. 

And he had 30 plus services there that 

he brought together to collaborate and coordinate 

on how they could work together to better serve 

the needs of the community.  So I definitely 

appreciate that, and I appreciate your support 

and continuing.  He's been a great addition to 

our organization.  Other than that, I have 

nothing unless you have something for me. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the police chief?  When's the next 

academy? 
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CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  September. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

All right.  Thank you, Chief.  All right.  Public 

hearings. 

CLERK:  Okay.  City of Middletown 

notice of public hearing.  Notice is hereby given 

that the City of Middletown will hold a public 

hearing on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 on or as near to 

7:30 p.m. as possible, Common Council Chambers, 

Second Floor, 16 James Street to hear any and all 

persons wishing to be heard on the proposed 

short-term rental legislation. 

Any and all persons wishing to be heard 

will be given an opportunity to speak either for 

or against the proposed legislation.  The 

complete proposed legislation is available in the 

Office of the Common Council Clerk at City Hall, 

16 James Street, Room 12 and on the City's 

website.  For any person unable to participate at 

the time of the public hearing, email comments 

may be submitted in advance to 

RMcCormack@MiddletownNY.gov by the order of the 

common council. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

At this time, the public hearing's open.  Anyone 
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from the public?  Okay.  Anyone from the council, 

any questions?  I got a motion to close?  

Alderwoman Wray.  Second?  Alderman Jean-

Francois.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Remarks of aldermen.  Alderman Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you very 

much.  I just had one thing.  I think this is 

terrific that we are putting Marilyn Pierce's 

name on the Middletown Warming Station 

associating her with this. 

She's been amazing for many, many, many 

years.  The program, as I'm sure many of you 

know, dates back to time at Saint Paul's Church, 

and that's where I attended.  And it was very -- 

it's very tiny and there were other people 

involved for sure, but she was the heart and soul 

of that. 

And her ability to make this work for 

as long as she did, and when she gets back 

involved, is really incredible.  It's one of the 

two great stories of Middletown.  I know Gerry's 

been involved for a long time as well, and I'm 

sure -- please fill in any gaps. 
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But, you know, her husband Doug's a 

good guy and there are a lot of other people 

involved.  But you know, she is definitely the 

heart and soul, so I'm very glad that this is 

happening.  Thank you very much. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Yeah, I'll echo 

that.  Just knowing Marilyn through the warming 

station, getting to know her as a constituent as 

well, and just throughout the years working with 

her I know that she's working on it, you know, 

whether she's in a wheelchair, whether she's, you 

know, home sleeping.  I'm sure she dreams about 

new ways that she can improve on that place. 

So it is truly the Marilyn Pierce 

Warming Station, and I'm proud and honored to 

have been able to work with her on that for so 

many years in such a small capacity in my own 

way.  But you know, kudos to her. 

And congratulations to all of our 

officers who have been promoted.  Just goes to 

show you the growth from within and the 

department, and some of our, you know, homegrown 

guys moving up through the ranks and other that 
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came here from other cities and other departments 

and have stayed much longer here.  So it really 

shows you the -- their commitment to our city, 

and we certainly honor them for that.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you.  I 

also want to congratulate the officers who were 

promoted in the pinning ceremony.  It was very 

nice.  They deserve the recognition.  They do an 

amazing job.  And the youth academy and Sergeant 

Welch, it's tremendous to see.   

It's nice to see that families and the 

young people and their appreciation to get to 

know the officers as people as well as people who 

do a job and connect with the community.  So the 

police department deserves all that praise.  

Thank you. 

And speaking of the police department, 

Chief Ewanciw has agreed to attend our next 

constituents meeting, which will be on June 9th.  

So I'll announce that at the next meeting also.  

That'll be June 9th, 7:00 right here in the 

council chambers. 

Marilyn Pierce has -- her leadership 
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has been outstanding and her dedication.  She and 

we all still miss Dave Bechtle, who was her co-

chair for a long time.  Now Michele Duggan has 

taken over that role.  But it's a very, very 

well-deserved recognition.  So I congratulate her 

for that. 

I want to thank all the people 

involved, the young people too, in the Hillside 

Cemetery tour.  That was amazing.  Dan Higbie 

drove the bus, his own bus, and the young people 

from the high school who played the roles of some 

of the famous people who are buried in Hillside 

Cemetery.  So I thank Fred Isseks and Andy Mills 

and anyone else who worked on that.  It was 

really terrific. 

I guess really -- oh, I want to 

complement also Stevenson.  He's also worked with 

the warming station, but he's been -- just he was 

with Middletown Cares for so long, but he's just 

been a tremendous addition to anything he's been 

asked to do.  So whatever we can do to keep him 

doing it, I thank him. 

What's -- we all don't know what's 

going on in Washington.  I mean, you want to talk 

about amateur hour and you want to talk about 
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weaponizing the justice department and the things 

where you arrest a congress person trying to do 

their job.  And it's just incredible.  But you 

pardon the people who attacked the police 

officers trying to guard the capitol against an 

attempted insurrection, and we try and make that 

into so many other things. 

But I would love to hear Mike Lawlor 

say that Biden won the election and talk about 

the attack on the capitol and talk about what we 

should be doing.  And the bill now to increase 

our national debt by $3 trillion at least, it's 

just -- what's going on there is unbelievable.  

So it is part of what we do here because so much 

of what we do depends on funding and depends on 

the leadership and guidance and expertise, and 

not the loyal amateurs that are put in charge of 

the government. 

So -- and lastly, there was a march for 

Gaza that I came across accidentally on Sunday.  

I didn't know it was happening, but what's going 

on there is just unbearable.  Starving people to 

death and really trying to just exterminate a 

population, it's -- you know, the Hammurabi Code, 

an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 
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It's not a call for vengeance.  It was 

call for moderation.  It was a call to make the 

punishment and the reaction appropriate.  And 

this is not appropriate.  This is war crimes.  

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderwoman Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Good evening.  I 

would like to congratulate all our officers, even 

the ones who are not able to attend tonight, for 

all their well-deserved promotions.  You know, 

I've been able to work with the police department 

over the years doing Night Out and just in my 

role here on the council. 

I'm feeling a little protective of them 

right now.  The opponent for the mayor has come 

out making -- casting aspersions on our police 

department and how they police.  And I, frankly, 

was absolutely furious.  To speak negatively 

about our police department is so completely out 

of pocket. 

I mean, we are talking about a police 

department that went -- marched after Floyd and 

came out as an entire department and spoke this 

is now how we police, and it's not how we police.  
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Our police officers go out and buy bags full of 

ice cream tokens and hand them out to kids when 

they see them.  We do our barbecues.  Their 

participation in Night Out is unbelievable.  

Their basketball games at the high school with 

the kids.  You know, everything we speak on -- 

what our officers do day to day is absolutely 

phenomenal, and so many other departments in the 

nation can take a lesson from them. 

So for anyone to come after our police 

department, I take that personally.  It's 

upsetting, and it's completely false.  So I 

needed to make sure I said that. 

That being said, my life has opened up 

because my daughter finished her play.  

Presidential Park Elementary put on a 101 

Dalmatians play, which I have to say elementary 

school, they do an amazing job.  And it speaks to 

our school district. 

There is a school vote going on today 

in case anyone doesn't know that.  You have until 

9 p.m.  I was number 64 at 2 p.m., so I'm hoping 

more people went out to support our schools.  

They do a very good budget.  They spend their 

money wisely.  If you look at things going on in 
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Newburgh schools, you should be very, very 

thankful that your children go to school here in 

Middletown.  It is spectacular. 

And speaking on a school play, I was 

told at the play by Mr. Perrino, and I didn't 

know this fact but I thought it was really cool, 

Middletown for the tenth year running has been 

named as one of the nation's best communities for 

music education and that is something that is 

unique.  Because what is the first thing on the 

chopping block?  Arts, music.  We don't do that 

here in Middletown. 

You know, the breadth of knowledge and 

education that our kids get to receive here I 

think -- I would love to take the Pepsi Challenge 

with almost any other community.  So Middletown 

continues to be an amazing place to live.  I'm 

very proud of it.  All our ribbon cuttings and 

the things happening here, it's just so -- it's  

-- I don't know.   

I get a lot of joy out of seeing every 

ribbon cutting, every business opening, our kids 

outside.  It's just -- it's a great place to be.  

We're doing good things, and I just say keep it 

up, guys.  Thanks for your vision, Mayor. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thank you.  

I'll concur with my colleagues with Marilyn 

Pierce.  I mean, talk about the lifeblood of the 

organization.  We can't even calculate the 

hundreds of people that her efforts have helped 

over the years.  So congratulations to her on 

that recognition. 

Police department, I noted in the 

presentation that the gentlemen had been at other 

places and they came here and they stayed here.  

Speaks to perseverance.  It speaks to if you stay 

in a place, you can move forward.  I've heard an 

expression, "Middletown moving forward".  I don't 

know where I heard that, but I think part of that 

speaks to that as well. 

I would concur with my colleague from 

the Third Ward.  The challengers have made their 

bed and we'll see if they enjoy sleeping in it or 

not. 

With respect to good cause, mayor and I 

met -- and Mr. Grillo met with some 

representatives of that point of view two weeks 

ago and ironed out some of the details of moving 



 

 

 

 

 

 

49 

forward with the legislation.  Mayor and I met 

with Councilors Grillo and Smith earlier today.  

Our plan is to -- I will at the end of the 

meeting make a motion from the floor to schedule 

what I would anticipate would be our last public 

hearing on good cause.  And our anticipation is 

that some type of draft of legislation will be 

posted on the website prior to June 3rd so that 

people have an opportunity to view it and come to 

comment. 

I've maintained good contact with Robin 

Ronga, who's our point man so to speak, and we 

hope to kind of move it forward and wrap it up.  

And if there's any other conversation that the 

committee or the counsel wants to have, that 

would be the opportunity to have it on June 3rd.  

Thank you very much. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Thank 

you.  In respect to the horrible incident that 

happened at Chester, the young man there lives on 

my block.  And like the mayor mentioned, we went 

to visit the family.  Thankfully he came home 

yesterday, so he's doing a lot better.  And the 
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family want to personally thank us for our 

prayers and concern and support. 

And it's horrible, you know?  And as a 

young man that's trying to make a living, and all 

he did was ring the wrong doorbell asking the man 

for help and this is what happened.  It's sad to 

see, you know, in the environment that we live in 

nowadays, you know?  People need to just relax, 

you know.  It's -- you know, it shouldn't have to 

come to that.  This is horrible.  Hopefully that 

never happens again, but it's just uncalled for.  

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Yeah.  I'd 

like to join my colleagues in offering 

congratulations to Officers Patrone, Napoli, 

Gass, Colletti, and Barone.  I have on my 

calendar the 24th electronic drop-off.  Is that 

correct?  Or did we miss... 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  The 

Troy -- 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  So to just to 

remind everybody that the electronic -- Saturday.  

The electronics drop-off is Saturday, and that's 
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it for me. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  New business. 

CLERK:  A resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Witt to authorize funding for senior 

yoga programming at Mulberry House. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt, seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 
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CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Green to authorize funding 

for art instruction at Mulberry House Senior 

Center. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Motion 

sponsored by Alderman Green, seconded by Alderman 

Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Kleiner to rename the 
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Middletown Warming Station in honor of Marilyn 

Pierce. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner, 

seconded by Alderman Witt.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray to award bids and 

authorize funding for the South Street Parking 
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Garage Project. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderwoman Wray, seconded 

by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson authorizing an 

amendment to the City Code Chapter 460, vehicles 

and traffic, prohibiting three-axel vehicles from 
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turning right from Academy Avenue onto Sterling 

Street. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson, 

seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois authorizing 

the acceptance, authorization to accept donation 
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from Middletown Little League. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  A 

resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois, 

seconded by Alderman Witt.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Tobin authorizing a change 

part-time permanent employee's rate of pay. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  
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Resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin, seconded 

by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing a salary 

not listed on the approved 2025 rate schedule. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt, seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 
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ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Green authorizing the names 

of the Middletown Reservoir mountain bike trails. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution by Alderman Green, seconded by 

Alderman Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 
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CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Kleiner authorizing an 

update to the credit card policy. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner, 

seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 
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CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderwoman Wray authorizing an 

amendment to Resolution 255-24, an update to the 

ARPA obligation retroactive to 12/31/2024. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored Alderwoman Wray, seconded by 

Alderman Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

61 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson authorizing an 

amendment to Resolution 99-25 to accept 2025 stop 

DWI funding in the amount of $8,000, $6,210 

original resolution request for an enforcement 

period of March 10, 2025 through January 1, 2026. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson, 

seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 
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ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois to accept 

grants award and authorize and agreement with 

Steven Monchery to serve as service coordinator 

with the Middletown Police Department. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois, 

seconded by Alderwoman Wray.  Any discussion?  

Alderman Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Yeah.  Just a 

point of order I guess here.  I'm sure on the 

paperwork it's correct, but it's actually 

Stevenson. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Stevenson. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  That's all.  
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Thank you. 

CLERK:  Okay. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  We know 

who he is. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Yeah, I just... 

CLERK:  It's okay. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Yeah, I know. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Point well 

taken. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Anyone 

else?  Good to point it out.  Roll. 

CLERK:  Okay.  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 
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CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  Oops.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin 

authorizing budget transfers within the 2025 

budget. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin, seconded 

by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 
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CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson amending City Code 

Chapter 475 Zoning as it pertains to short-term 

rentals. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson, 

seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Motion carries.  A resolution 
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sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francios authorizing 

extended construction phase services for the 

South Street parking garage construction project. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois, 

seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye.  

Audit? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Mr. Chairman, 
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prior to audit, I'd like to make a motion from 

the floor.  As discussed earlier, we're trying to 

move forward with our good cause legislation.  I 

would like to propose that the common council 

scheduled public hearing on June 3rd, at which 

time all parties may be heard, and the draft of 

the document will available on our website in a 

timely manner. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  So a 

motion by Alderman Johnson to call for a public 

hearing.  Do I have a second? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  So move. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye.  

All right.  Now the audit. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Mr. President, 

I move the accounts be audited, the claims be 

adjusted, and the city treasurer by authorized to 

issue warrants for their payment. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Green.  

Roll. 

CLERK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Wray? 

ALDERWOMAN KATE WRAY:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 
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CLERK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK:  Masi?  Oh, he's not here today.  

President Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Here.  

Aye. 

CLERK:  The motion carries.   

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Move for adjournment? 

(Adjourned) 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 

COMMON COUNCIL 
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1 

1 

Resolution to Accept Grants Award and Authorize an Agreement with Stevenson 
Monchery to Serve as a Service Coordinator with the Middletown Police Department 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes an agreement with Stevenson Monchery to 
serve as a Service Coordinator (New Position). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, 
concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the acceptance 
of anaward of$75,000 in reimbursable grant funding from the New York State Office of Mental 
Health to be used to fund the new position of our Service Coordinator. This funding ran from 
July 2024-June 2025. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, 
concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes this funding be deposited 
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By: Alderman Masi 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 164-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 
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Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Confirming the Mayor's Re-Appointment of Marianne Feely as the 
Commissioner of Assessment 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Marianne Feely as the Commissioner of Assessment for a six-year 
term, expiring on September 30, 2031. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Tobin 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 165-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to Accept Lions Club Camp Scholarship donation. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and accepts a $1,000.00 Campership donation from the 
Middletown Lions Club. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to deposit this donation into 
account A.2705.07 Summer Camp Scholarships. 
 
Prepared by:  
Raelynn Bertholf, Supt of Recreation and Parks 
 
Attachments: 
1. Lions Club Donation 



 





 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Witt 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 166-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to accept  a change to a Part-Time Permanent Employees rate of pay in 
Recreation 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes a salary change to the previously approved 
Part-Time Permanent employees per resolution Index No: 94-25.  
 
Employee 
Name 

Old Rate New Rate Reason 

Jose Gonzalez 
#1725 

$22.50 $28.75 Jose is the Director of Sports Camp +$3.00, he will 
complete CPR/AED and First Aid +$0.25 and complete 
Responding to Emergencies +$3.00. 

 
Prepared by:  
Raelynn Bertholf, Supt of Recreation and Parks 



 
Attachments: 
None 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Green 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 167-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing The Mayor To Execute All Documents Related To The State And 
Municipal Facilities Program (SAM) Funding And Approving Temporary Borrowing 

From The General Fund for Creation of a Pedestrian Walkway and Parking Lot  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown has previously been awarded a grant in the amount of 
$250,000 in State and Municipal Facilities (SAM) funding through the efforts of 
Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther for the above-referenced projects; and 

WHEREAS, the City must formally designate an authorized representative to execute all 
necessary documents related to the administration and reimbursement of the SAM grant; and 

WHEREAS, the City must also provide temporary funding in the amount of $250,000 to advance 
the project costs, which will later be reimbursed through the SAM program; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Middletown to temporarily borrow these funds 



from the General Fund until reimbursement is received. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Middletown 
concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment that Mayor Joseph M. DeStefano is 
hereby designated as the authorized representative of the City for all matters pertaining to 
the administration of the SAM grant and is authorized to execute any and all necessary 
documents on behalf of the City, and that the City Treasurer is hereby authorized to 
temporarily borrow up to $250,000 from the General Fund to cover eligible project 
expenses, with the understanding that such funds shall be reimbursed upon receipt of the 
SAM grant proceeds. 

TEMPORARY BORROWING 
FROM TO AMOUNT 
GENERAL FUND BALANCE H01.0001.201 

2025_A_OW PROJECT 
PARKING AND WALKWAY 

$250,000 

 
Prepared by:  
Maria Bruni, Director of Economic and Community Development 
 
Attachments: 
1. O&W Parking_Center Alley BOE 2025 
 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 
Office of Economic & Community Development

June 6, 2025

City of Middletown
Board of Estimate
16 James Street
Middletown, New York 10940

RE: State and Municipalities (“SAM”) 
Creation of a Pedestrian Walkway and Parking Lot 
Project ID: 28344

Dear Members,

The City of Middletown had previously been awarded $250,000 in SAM funding through 
Assemblywoman Gunther’s for the above referenced projects.

We are seeking the approval and endorsement from the Common Council to identify Mayor 
DeStefano as the authorized representative and sole signatory, and to authorize the Treasurer to 
temporarily borrow $250,000 from the General Fund.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Maria Bruni, Director
Economic & Community Development



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Kleiner 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 168-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the Recreation and Parks Fee Schedule 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown, NY, concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes amending the City's Fee Schedule A490-1 
Chapter F. Parks and Recreation Fees as per the below: 
1. Change swimming pools' monthly passes to season passes and keep the price the same.  
2. Add a Family of 4 season pass. $138 for City of Middletown Residents and $345 for Non-
Resident Fee. These prices are based on current monthly pass fees if 3 children and 1 adult 
purchased a pass. This new family rate would allow 1 child to go free.   
 
Prepared by:  
Raelynn Bertholf, Supt of Recreation and Parks 
 
Attachments: 
None 



 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderwoman Wray 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 169-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 
Resolution Authorizing the Transfer of Municipal Credit Card Services to Orange Bank & 

Trust Company and Authorizing the Mayor to Execute Related Agreements 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown currently uses TD Bank for credit card services; and 
WHEREAS, Orange Bank & Trust Company offers terms and services that better meet the 
municipality’s needs; and 
WHEREAS, transitioning to Orange Bank & Trust will improve efficiency and align with 
existing banking relationships; 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the closure of credit card accounts with TD Bank 
and the establishment of new credit card services with Orange Bank & Trust Company. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment authorizing the Mayor to execute any agreements, applications, and 
documents required to implement this resolution. 



 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 170-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorize the acceptance of Zelle Payments for Municipal Pool Admissions 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown operates a municipal swimming pools that collects revenue 
from admission fees, 
WHEREAS, the governing body recognizes the need to modernize and streamline payment 
collection methods for the convenience of residents and visitors; and 
WHEREAS, Zelle is a secure, widely-used digital payment platform that facilitates real-time 
transfers between participating financial institutions; and 
WHEREAS, the Treasurer has reviewed and recommended Zelle as an additional method for 
collecting Pool Revenue due to its efficiency, reduced transaction costs, and ease of use for the 
public; 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the  City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the acceptance of Zelle digital payments as a method 
of collecting Pool Revenue and authorizes the Mayor to review, approve, and execute any 
agreements, forms, or documents necessary to implement the provisions of this Resolution, 



including but not limited to agreements with financial institutions or third-party service providers 
related to Zelle. 
 
Prepared by:  
Leonora Liz, Treasurer 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Tobin 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 171-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing a Budget Adjustment within the Fire Department to reflect the 
CREST award from Senator Skoufis' Office 

 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the  Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment  and authorizes the Treasurer to adjust $52,000, in the following 
manner,  
 
INCREASE A.3990 STATE AID $52,000 
INCREASE A.3410.202 PERSONAL 

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
$52,000 

 
The Fire Department was awarded a CREST grant from Senator Skoufis towards the cost of 
personal protective equipment. The grant will reimburse the expense. 
 
Prepared by:  



Robert Brady, Chief FD 
 
Attachments: 
1. TransferRequest_SkoufisGrant 
2. Gear053025Estimate_40119777 
 



81 East Main Street  Phone: 845-344-5003 
Middletown, NY 10940  Fax: 845-344-5031 
www.MiddletownFireDept.com  Facebook.com/MiddletownFireDepartment 
 

 Robert Brady, Fire Chief 
 Randy MacLean, 1st Asst. Chief • Nick Elia, 2nd Asst. Chief • Drew Manis, 3rd Asst. Chief 

Andrew Green, Secretary, William R. Kelder, Treasurer 
Monhagen  Eagle  Excelsior  McQuoid  Phoenix  Ontario  Waalkill  IAFF Local 1027 

 
Robert Brady 
Chief Engineer 
City of Middletown Fire Department 
81 East Main Street 
Middletown, NY 10940 
 
June 10,2025  
 
Board of Estimate       
City of Middletown     
16 James Street 
Middletown, NY  10940 
 
The Fire Department respectfully requests the Board of Estimate recommend and the Common Council 
approve a resolution to transfer the following monies reflecting a CREST grant awarded from Senator 
Skoufis to the 2025 Fire Department Operating Budget: 
 

INCREASE A.3990 STATE AID $52,000 
INCREASE A.3410.202 PERSONAL 

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
$52,000 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Robert Brady 
Chief Engineer 
City of Middletown Fire Department 
E: MFDChiefBrady@MiddletownNY.gov 
C: (845) 742-1228 



(877) 637-3473

Quote
Quote # QT1943972

Date 05/30/2025

QT1943972

Page 1 of 1

Bill To
TREASURER
MIDDLETOWN FIRE DEPT
81 E MAIN ST
MIDDLETOWN NY 10940

Expires 06/14/2025

Sales Rep Morstatt, Joseph T

Shipping Method FedEx Ground

Customer MIDDLETOWN FIRE DEPT (NY)

Customer # C35399

  

Ship To
ASST. CHIEF NICK ELIA
MIDDLETOWN FIRE DEPT
81 E MAIN ST
MIDDLETOWN NY 10940-5155
United States

 

Item Alt. Item # Units Description QTY Unit Price Amount
HFRP Tail Coat NYMIDD00109 NYMIDD00109

HFRP Tail Coat 
LTO 62QG Tails Gold - As Per Middletown FD 
REVISED Spec

11 $2,310.80 $25,418.80

HFRP Tail Pant NYMIDD00107 NYMIDD00107
HFRP Tail Pant 
LTO 62QG Tails Gold - As Per Middletown FD 
REVISED Spec.

11 $1,780.25 $19,582.75

BT5555-10-Wide Honeywell PRO Nighthawk 5555 *NEEDS QUICK 
QUOTE* 

10 $493.70 $4,937.00

699-9451-10-
Medium

BOOT RUBBER 16 inch NFPA KEVLAR/NOMEX 11 $187.00 $2,057.00

Subtotal $51,995.55

Shipping Cost $0.00

Tax Total $0.00

Total $51,995.55

This Quotation is subject to any applicable sales tax and shipping and handling charges that may apply. Tax and shipping charges are 
considered estimated and will be recalculated at the time of shipment to ensure they take into account the most current information.

All returns must be processed within 30 days of receipt and require a return authorization number and are subject to a restocking fee.

Custom orders are not returnable. Effective tax rate will be applicable at the time of invoice.



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Masi 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No: 172-25 
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Authorization to approve the 2025-2026 SRO Contract agreement 
 

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the  Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the School Resource Officer  agreement for 2025-2026 
    
BE IT RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment  authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 
Prepared by:  
John Ewanciw, Chief of Police 
 
Attachments: 
1. SRO Agreement 2025-2026 
2. SRO Estimate 
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AGREEMENT
This agreement (the “Agreement”), made and dated the ______ day of ______, 

2025, is between the City of Middletown, a municipal corporation in Orange County, with 
offices at 16 James Street, Middletown, New York 10940, hereinafter referred to as the 
CITY, and the Enlarged City School District of Middletown, a municipal corporation in 
Orange County, with offices at 223 Wisner Avenue, Middletown, New York 10940, 
hereinafter referred to as the DISTRICT.

WHEREAS, the CITY and the DISTRICT have agreed to cooperate for the 
purpose of the facilitation and the carrying out of the School Resource Officer program; 
and

WHEREAS, this Agreement is made pursuant to General Municipal Law, Article 
5-G; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the DISTRICT to obtain the services of 
uniformed police officers of the CITY to serve as “School Resource Officers” (SROs), in 
the DISTRICT’s Middletown High School, Twin Towers, Presidential Park and Truman 
Moon schools during the school year period, including summer school (hereinafter 
“Services”);

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, promises, 
representations and conditions contained herein, the Parties hereto agree as follows:

1. The CITY hereby agrees to provide five (5) SROs to the DISTRICT for its use from 
July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026.  The SROs shall be assigned to the Middletown High 
School(2-SROs), Twin Towers Middle School, Presidential Park School and 
Truman Moon School and shall perform such duties, on a daily basis during the 
2025-2026 school year, as requested, trained for and mutually agreed upon between 
the parties. The CITY further agrees to provide a marked police car at each school 
during the time an SRO is assigned to that school.

2. The DISTRICT and the CITY share the following goals and objectives regarding 
assignment of SROs to the DISTRICT’s schools:

• The SROs will provide a police presence in the DISTRICT in order to promote 
an atmosphere of enhanced school safety for faculty, staff, students and parents 
in the District;

• The SROs also will serve as a resource to students, teachers, school 
administrators and parents, so as to:

o Increase student awareness about crime prevention, internet safety, 
conflict resolution, violence prevention, restorative justice and peer 
mediation;
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o Increase school faculty and staff awareness about policies and 
procedures for preventing/responding to incidents of violence and other 
threats to school safety;

o Build rapport with the student body and school community and thereby 
increase community confidence in the CITY Police Department;

• The SROs will be available to work cooperatively with teachers to provide 
education in criminal justice and other related topics, as requested and 
appropriate, to increase students’ knowledge of and respect for the law and the 
function of law enforcement agencies;

• The SROs will conduct criminal investigations with the goals of promoting 
safety for the school community, establishing a deterrent to delinquent student 
behavior, and promoting and ensuring the safety of the students, faculty and 
administration of the DISTRICT;

• The SROs will proactively address problems and pressures as they relate to 
students before such problems manifest into socially and legally unacceptable 
behavior.  These problems may involve the use of alcohol, drugs, and tobacco.  
They may also involve peer pressure, gang activity, and sexual activity.

• The SRO will refrain from acting as a school disciplinarian. SROs will not be 
responsible for the enforcement of disciplinary infractions of the Code of 
Conduct that are determined not to constitute violations of the law.

3. The DISTRICT shall: 

• Remit payment to the CITY for the Services of the five (5) SROs assigned 
to the schools described in Paragraph “1” at the rate of $97.69 per hour per 
each SRO, with the understanding that each SRO shall be paid for an 8-hour 
day during the school year, and on an as-needed hourly basis during summer 
school.  The CITY shall submit an invoice to the DISTRICT on a monthly 
basis.  Such invoice shall include the actual days or parts of days worked, 
and any other information necessary to effect payment. The DISTRICT 
shall forward payment of any undisputed amount within thirty (30) days of 
the receipt of the invoice.  In the event any SRO is unable to perform the 
required duties at the subject schools, the amount remitted to the CITY shall 
be pro-rated for the actual days worked.

• Ensure that school personnel, school board members, students, and parents 
are informed of the duties and presence of the SROs on campus
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• Administratively address student violations of the Code of Conduct that are 
not believed to be crimes and to refrain from engaging the SROs to 
investigate or resolve noncriminal offenses.

4. Any SRO assigned to the DISTRICT shall remain, at all times, an employee of the 
CITY’s Police Department, under the care, control and supervision of the CITY’s 
Chief of Police.

5. The DISTRICT warrants and represents that this Agreement is exclusively by and 
between the DISTRICT and the CITY.  The officers, employees, or agents of the 
CITY shall not be employees of the DISTRICT for any purpose, including but not 
limited to, the application of the Fair Labor Standards Act, provisions related to 
minimum wage and overtime payments, the Federal Insurance Contribution Act, 
the Social Security Act, the Federal Unemployment Tax Act, the provisions of the 
Internal Revenue code, the New York State Unemployment Insurance Law.  The 
DISTRICT shall not be liable for obligations, if any, incurred by the CITY for 
unpaid wages or overtime premiums.

6. The DISTRICT acknowledges that the CITY’s Chief of Police shall retain the right 
to utilize and direct the Services of the SROs to perform other police duties for the 
CITY, at any time deemed necessary and for whatever purpose, in the sole 
discretion of the CITY’s Chief of Police.  Any such utilization of an SRO shall 
occur immediately upon notice, either verbal or in writing, to the DISTRICT, from 
the Office of the CITY’s Chief of Police, and the DISTRICT shall not be 
responsible for the payment of the SRO’s hourly wage for any such time when, at 
the direction of the CITY’s Chief of Police, the SRO is performing duties other than 
that of an SRO. An SRO’s duties include any training associated with the position.

7. In the event an SRO is absent from work, the SRO shall notify his or her supervisor 
at the CITY and the principal of the school to which the SRO is assigned on that 
particular day.  To the extent possible, the CITY shall provide an interim 
replacement 

8. The CITY warrants and represents that its SROs shall submit fingerprints, unless 
already on file with and available for use by the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), and be criminally cleared by the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED) to have direct, in-person, face-to-face 
communication and interaction with the DISTRICT’s students, in accordance with 
applicable law (namely NY Education Law §2503(18), §3035, and 8 NYCRR 
§87.2(k)(1)[ii]). Fingerprinting costs (if any) and criminal clearance costs shall be 
paid or reimbursed to the CITY by the DISTRICT.   

9. The CITY shall indemnify and hold harmless the DISTRICT against any liability, 
loss or expense which may result from any act or omission of the CITY or any of 
the City’s officers, employees or agents for which the DISTRICT might otherwise 
be liable or sustain loss or expense, in connection with the CITY’s performance or 
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non-performance under this Agreement, unless due to the actions or omissions of 
the DISTRICT or any of the DISTRICT’s officers, employees or agents. The 
DISTRICT indemnifies and hold harmless the CITY against any liability, loss or 
expense which may result from any act or omission of the DISTRICT or any of the 
DISTRICT’s officers, employees or agents in connection with the DISTRICT’s 
performance or non-performance under this Agreement, unless due to actions or 
omissions of the CITY or any of the CITY’s officers, employees or agents.

10. The CITY shall: (a) purchase and maintain comprehensive general liability, 
professional liability, and other such insurance in an amount not less than 
$1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate, as is appropriate, for the 
Services being performed and furnished hereunder; (b) maintain errors and 
omissions insurance with minimum policy limits of $1, 000,000 per occurrence and 
$2,000,000 aggregate during the term of this Agreement; and (c) provide protection 
from and against claims for damages due to bodily injury, sickness, death, and 
property damage, including the loss of use resulting therefrom, which arise from 
the Services being performed and furnished hereunder.  The CITY shall, prior to 
performing Services hereunder, deliver to the DISTRICT, a certificate of insurance 
that evidences that such insurance naming the DISTRICT as the insured party is in 
full force and effect, and shall maintain such insurance throughout the term of this 
Agreement.

11. The CITY shall not discriminate against any DISTRICT students, or agents, 
officers, or employees on the basis of age, gender, color, creed, disability, national 
origin, sexual orientation, or any other class protected by law.

12. The CITY shall maintain strict confidentiality of all student records and information 
received by or from the DISTRICT, if any, in accordance with all applicable state 
and federal laws, including but not limited to the federal Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA – 20 USC §1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) and Section 2-d of 
the New York Education Law; provided however, that if such records are necessary 
to perform the duties required of a police officer, the District shall cooperate fully 
with any subpoena, court order or other lawful process required to authorize 
disclosure of the records.  To the extent an addendum to this Agreement is 
necessary to comply with future regulations governing Section 2-d of the New York 
Education Law, the Parties agree to execute such addendum.

13.  Either party may cancel this Agreement, without cause, upon not less than thirty 
(30) days prior written notice delivered to the other party via certified mail, return 
receipt requested and at the addresses set forth in the first paragraph of the 
Agreement. The DISTRICT will pay the CITY within ninety (90) days of the date 
of termination for undisputed Services performed up to the time of termination. In 
the event of termination, the Agreement will continue to govern the parties’ rights 
and obligations with respect to Services performed prior to termination.
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14. This Agreement is the entire understanding and agreement between the parties with 
respect to the subject matter covered, and all prior agreements, understandings, 
covenants, promises, warranties and representations, oral or written, expressed or 
implied, not incorporated into this Agreement are superseded. This Agreement may 
not be amended or supplemented in any way, except in writing, dated, and signed 
by authorized representatives of both parties.

15. The CITY shall not assign, transfer, convey, or otherwise dispose of this Agreement 
or any of its contents, or its right title, or interest therein, or of its power to execute 
such contract to any other person, corporation, agency, or other entity.

16. Notices required under this Agreement shall be sufficient if contained in writing 
and delivered by hand or sent by express or overnight mail or by registered or 
certified mail, return receipt requested mail, postage prepaid addressed to the 
parties as follows:

                  City of Middletown
                  16 James Street
                  Middletown, New York 10940

                  District Clerk
                  Enlarged City School District of Middletown
                  223 Wisner Avenue 
                  Middletown, NY 10940

All notices of communication should be deemed given when received by the 
intended recipient.     

17. If, for any reason, any provision of this Agreement is held unenforceable by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, all other provisions of this Agreement will remain in full 
force and effect, and the unenforceable provision shall be replaced by a mutually 
acceptable and enforceable provision in accordance with the parties’ original intent.

18. Claims, disputes, or other matters in question between the parties to this Agreement, 
arising out of or relating to the Agreement or breach thereof, shall be subject to and 
decided in accordance with the laws of the State of New York, and any such claims 
or causes arising out of or in connection with the Agreement shall be commenced 
in Supreme Court of the State of New York in Orange County.

19. This Agreement is subject to the approval of the DISTRICT’s Board of Education 
and the Middletown Common Council.

20. This Agreement shall be in force in effect for the period of July 1, 2025 through 
June 30, 2026, unless terminated sooner in accordance with paragraph 13 of the 
Agreement or renewed upon written consent of both parties.
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WHEREFORE, the CITY and the DISTRICT hereby execute the Agreement as 
follows:

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN

By:___________________________
Title: Mayor____________________
Date:_________________________

ENLARGED CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MIDDLETOWN

By:___________________________
Title: President, Board of Education
Date:_________________________



Amount

Due

Base Annual Salary PO with over 7 years with Longevity 105,375.00
Fica/Medicare @ 7.65% 8,538.27
Retirement - Based on Tier 5 - 30% 31,612.50
Health Insurance - Family 43,637.49
Dental/Vision 2,336.40
Uniform Allowance 1,300.00
Cleaning Allowance 2,600.00
Welfare Fund 0.00
Worker's Compensation - 4.6% 4,847.25
Vacation/Sick/Holiday Time Off - 40 days per year =  2% 2,107.50
Disability @ .79/$100.00 832.46

Total Annual Cost $203,186.87

Hourly Rate 97.69

SRO Cost Calculation - 2025-2026



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Johnson 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin x    

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

x    

Ald. Johnson x    

Ald. Wray x    

Ald. Kleiner x    

Ald. Green x    

Ald. Witt x    

Ald. Masi x    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

x    

Total 9    
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Local Law # 2 of 2025: A LOCAL LAW ADOPTING THE GOOD CAUSE EVICTION 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6-A OF THE NEW YORK REAL PROPERTY LAW IN 

THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN AS 
FOLLOWS: 
  
Section 1.  Purpose of this Enactment.  The purpose of this enactment is adopt the provisions of 
Article 6-a of the New York Real Property Law in the City of Middletown 
  
Section 2.   Pursuant to Section 213(1) of the Real Property Law, the City of Middletown hereby 
adopts all of the applicable good cause eviction provisions of Article 6-A of the Real Property 
Law in the City of Middletown. 
  
Section 3.   Pursuant to Section 213 (2)(b) of the Real Property Law, this Local Law shall define 



for the City of Middletown that a “small landlord” is a landlord with no more than one unit 
anywhere in the State of New York.  Such “small landlord” shall be exempt from the provisions 
of this Local Law. 
  
Section 4.   Severability. 
  
If the provisions of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or clause of this Local 
Law shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such order of judgment shall 
not affect or invalidate the remainder of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision 
or clause of this Local Law. 
 
   
Section 5.   Effective Date. 
  
This Local Law shall be effective upon filing with the office of the Secretary of State. 
  
Section 6.   Automatic Sunset. 
  
This Local Law shall automatically expire and be deemed repealed on June 15, 2034. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
1. Local Law 2 - 2025 - Good Cause Eviction 
 



LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2025

A LOCAL LAW ADOPTING THE GOOD CAUSE EVICTION PROVISIONS OF 
ARTICLE 6-A OF THE NEW YORK REAL PROPERTY LAW IN THE CITY OF 

MIDDLETOWN

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  Purpose of this Enactment.  The purpose of this enactment is adopt the 
provisions of Article 6-a of the New York Real Property Law in the City of Middletown 

Section 2.  Pursuant to Section 213(1) of the Real Property Law, the City of Middletown 
hereby adopts all of the applicable good cause eviction provisions of Article 6-A of the 
Real Property Law in the City of Middletown.

Section 3.  Pursuant to Section 213 (2)(b) of the Real Property Law, this Local Law shall 
define for the City of Middletown that a “small landlord” is a landlord with no more than 
one unit anywhere in the State of New York.  Such “small landlord” shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this Local Law.

Section 4.  Severability.

If the provisions of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or clause of 
this Local Law shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such order of 
judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subdivision or clause of this Local Law.

Section 5.  Effective Date.

This Local Law shall be effective upon filing with the office of the Secretary of State.

Section 6.  Automatic Sunset.

This Local Law shall automatically expire and be deemed repealed on June 15, 2034.



 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By: Alderman Masi 
Seconded by: None 
Date of Adoption: June 17, 2025 
Index No:  
 
I hereby certify that the attached is a true 
copy of a Resolution and/or Local Law 
adopted by the City of Middletown Common 
Council. 
 
 
Richard P. McCormack 
Clerk to the Common Council 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 

Ald. Tobin     

Ald. Jean-
Francois 

    

Ald. Johnson     

Ald. Wray     

Ald. Kleiner     

Ald. Green     

Ald. Witt     

Ald. Masi     

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

    

Total     
 
I hereby approve the attached Resolution/Local Law. 
 
    
Joseph M. DeStefano, Mayor  Date 
 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 
 
Prepared by:  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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