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ALL:  I pledge allegiance to the flag 

of the United States of America, and to the 

republic for which it stands, one nation, under 

God, indivisible with liberty and justice for 

all.  

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderwoman 

Wray?  Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 

Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Alderman 
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Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Here. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Quorum is 

present. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Approval of minutes? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  So move. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Motion 

by Mr. Masi. 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Second. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Seconded by Alderman Witt.  All in favor? 

ALL:  Aye. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Correspondence. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  We have one 

correspondence, one item this evening.  It's a 

30-day standard notice for a liquor license for 

Don Julio Restaurant 3, LLC located at 130-156 

Dolson Avenue. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Over to 

the police.  For the good of the city, we would 
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like to welcome our school district to do our 

presentation. 

AMY CREEDEN:  Good evening.  Thank you 

so much for having us, Mayor DeStefano, President 

Rodrigues and members of city council.  It's 

always a wonderful opportunity to be in front of 

you, share space, and talk about the good things 

that are happening in our city and school 

community.  And tonight we are joined by our 

board of education trustees President Ed Estrada, 

Trustee Rose Tobiassen, and Trustee John 

Williams. 

And just as a little side note, 

President Estrada -- John Perrino.  Oh, my gosh.  

I said John Williams.  I'm so sorry.  I 

apologize.  President Estrada and John Perrino 

are going to be honored tomorrow night by the 

Mid-Hudson School Study Council for -- Mr. 

Perrino is being honored for the Golden Apple 

Award, which is 50 plus years of public education 

service, and -- 

(Applause) 

AMY CREEDEN:  And President Estrada is 

being honored for his multiple years of school 

board service and board service in general in 
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multiple foundation and schools. 

(Applause) 

AMY CREEDEN:  And then also with me is 

the assistant superintendent for business Michael 

Tuttle.  So without further ado, we are here to 

present the budget that has been adopted by the 

board of education and will be presented to the 

community for voting on, okay, May 20th.  

Perfect.  Great.  And so just always rooted in 

our mission, talking about making sure that we're 

providing excellent educational opportunities in 

a safe environment that respect and understand 

the fiscal responsibilities that we have to our 

school community.  Perfect. 

Our budget development includes 

collaboration from a variety of stakeholders 

always ensuring that we're keeping our finger on 

the pulse of what's important to not only the 

individuals inside the organization, but all of 

the agencies and community members that are 

impacted by public education in their community. 

MICHAEL TUTTLE:  All right.  Good 

evening, everyone.  So tonight we just wanted to 

present what we proposed and the board adopted 

the budget for this year.  So what we tried to do 
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-- the state gives us the budget state runs in 

January and so we were waiting feverishly until 

April so they passed the budget.  So this year 

has been a little bit of a challenge for us 

trying to make a budget as close as possible to 

the revenues. 

So this year we're looking at a 5.23 

percent increase from last year's budget.  So 

we're looking at about $276 million budget going 

into the next year.  And typically from year to 

year, our budget is 8 to $9 million just in 

salaries and benefits increases.  So we're 

keeping pace where normally where we are and 

trying to keep pace with health benefits and 

insurance costs and all the other things that 

keep skyrocketing for us. 

So this year we're looking at a 1.99 

percent tax increase to the levy.  If you look at 

the previous years, we've been at zero.  We've 

been at a $5 million decrease.  We've been at 

zero.  We've been at one.  And then this year 

we're going to go at 1.99.  And that will be like 

a $1.4 million increase to the tax levy.  So 

we've been pretty consistently trying to not 

increase the tax levy, but this year we needed to 
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go into it a little bit more. 

So our proposed budget, just to recap, 

$276 million, a $13 million increase, 5.23 

percent increase, and a tax levy of 1.4 million.  

And the tax levy, you know, there's a 2 percent 

tax cap, although you can go over 2 percent.  

This year we could've went to over 4 percent for 

the tax levy.  We maintained under 2 percent this 

year. 

So for Proposition 1 -- this year 

there's going to be three propositions on the 

ballot.  Proposition 1 is a budget, $276 million 

budget.  Go ahead.  Proposition 2 will be to 

create a capital reserve, a $20 million capital 

reserve.  This will be our third reserve that 

we've had over the past five or six years.   

We've depleted the first two already.  

We filled them with 20 million and then we used 

them for capital projects.  Those two are 

depleted.  Now we're getting -- now we need to 

create a third.  So we're looking for Proposition 

2 for that. 

So a couple of things that we're -- and 

this will be Proposition 3 coming on.  We're 

going to talk a little bit about capital 
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projects.  So over at Twin Towers we're looking 

at -- we have the big addition going on and the 

renovation inside the school.  But outside the 

school we wanted to create like another extended 

turf area, a sensory area for students with 

disabilities, and then we also need to transfer 

some capital into the project as well.  So that's 

17.5 million. 

Over at William A. Carter, some of our 

restrooms are in desperate need of repair because 

they get used all day long.  The doors are 

broken.  We're constantly fixing tiles.  So we're 

going to go in and make multi-use and single-use 

bathrooms over there at Carter.  Some hallway 

light replacements and some playground 

structures.  So that's about 6.4 million over at 

Carter. 

Over at Maple Hill, similar issue.  

Restrooms need to be upgraded, some classroom 

sink areas need to be upgraded, security.  The 

library media center needs an extensive upgrade.  

The cafeteria needs some work as well.  So about  

9.9 there. 

Presidential Park, although that's our 

newer school from 2013, there's just a couple of 
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things that we need to look at over there and 

remodel.  Go ahead.  Monhagen, fire alarm and 

security alarms.  And again, the two buildings 

that were built at the same time, 1996 Monhagen 

and Maple Hill, both library centers need to be 

upgraded and more useful space to be created. 

Over at the high school we have quite a 

little bit of a list.  These are just kind of 

some maintenance things that we need to do, but 

we need to repair some HVAC in a couple of areas, 

electric switch gear down in the main basement.  

It's been there since the 1960s.  So it's seen 

its day.  Some drainage repair and some 

auditorium ceiling painting and masonry 

restoration over at the high school. 

So we're looking at a $45.6 million 

capital project and you can see how we broke 

down.  We use one of the capital reserves, which 

I talked about before.  That's being depleted 

with 8.4 million, unappropriated fund balance of 

10 million, and then we're going bond out the 26.  

So essentially there's no cost additional to the 

taxpayer the way we are funding this because the 

state gives us aid every year based on the 

projects that we're doing.  So that's Proposition 
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3.   

So we have Proposition 1 is the budget, 

Proposition 2 is the capital reserve, and 

Proposition 3 is the capital projects.  So we go 

to contingent budget rules.  The normal budget 

needs to pass with 50 plus one votes.  And if 

that fails, we can go to contingency, which we go 

to last year's tax levy.   

The downside of going into contingent 

is we cannot have any additional budget requests 

honored, no equipment purchases except health and 

safety, and the big one for the community is that 

we have to charge facilities' use.  And our 

facilities are used constantly every day all year 

long.  Yep.  So that's a big one. 

So obviously we're here today for the 

budget overview of the city.  May 12th we're 

having a budget adoption, which is next Monday, 

in person over at the high school media center.  

And obviously May -- Tuesday -- oh, no, we have a 

public hearing coming up May 8th.  That'll be the 

next board meeting this week, and then we have 

our budget.  Super Tuesday is May 20th, and the 

budget -- hopefully that will be a successful 

budget for us. 
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Go ahead.  And again, May 20th.  Any 

questions? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  I just had one 

question.  So the capital projects are 45 

million.  And how -- what percent aid or how does 

that work? 

MICHAEL TUTTLE:  Well, because we're 

using -- so based on our aid, we get about 89.9 

percent aid from the state. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  On the 45? 

MICHAEL TUTTLE:  Yeah. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Okay. 

MICHAEL TUTTLE:  So we have to come up 

with our local share.  So we came up with our -- 

an appropriate fund balance and our capital 

reserve.  That pays our local share.  And then 

when you complete projects, they start giving you 

more aid that pays your bonding and stuff.  So 

basically just washes -- it's a wash. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Do you 

think we're going to have any effects from what's 

going on in Washington next year? 
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MICHAEL TUTTLE:  It's hard to say.  We 

are keeping an eye on it because we do have a lot 

of -- you know, I'll give you the lunch program 

as one of them. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Right. 

MICHAEL TUTTLE:  That’s about a $6 

million business for us and we get about $6 

million from the federal government to run the 

food service.  So that could be something that 

could be impacted.  And the other one is about 4 

million total grants that we have from the 

federal government.  So there's some employee in 

there, but we're trying to -- we have enough 

reserves to cover that for us for a little while 

to get us through that.  So I don't think it'll 

be too catastrophic for us immediately. 

AMY CREEDEN:  We hoping that the state 

aid runs that we get when the state ultimately 

passes their budget come in a little higher than 

what we anticipated.  And if that is the case 

because we've already adopted our budget 

proposal, we would use any additional revenue -- 

add to our revenue.  So that would be additional 

money that we would put in essentially our 

savings account that we could use for a time when 
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we might need it in the future. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Any other questions?  Appreciate it.  

Thank you. 

MICHAEL TUTTLE:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Great 

job. 

AMY CREEDEN:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Thank 

you.  For the good of the city we have anybody 

else? 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  We do.  Our 

first speaker this evening is Susan Depew. 

SUSAN DEPEW:  Hi.  Good evening.  I'm 

happy to report that we did have a relatively 

good turnout for a very rainy day on April 24th.  

People came and they didn't do as much as we 

thought they would do, but they did more than 

they thought they would do. 

We thank everyone who participated.  

Thanks from the mayor -- for the mayor and from 

everybody in the council who helped us.  And we 

just can't do it alone.  We can do it with you.  

And we do it for our city.  It was a chilly 

Saturday, a day that most people would rather not 
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have shown up, but they did show up.  And thank 

all of you. 

It's the way you tell us that you want 

Middletown clean is by showing up.  And we thank 

everybody who participated and those who didn't 

come but cleaned up around their house or their 

neighborhood.  A lot of people told us they did 

that.  And kudos to everyone.  Middletown is a 

much cleaner city than when I started this a long 

time, and thank you very much for everybody. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Thank 

you. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Our next 

speaker is Kevin Gomez. 

KEVIN GOMEZ:  I will speak in the 

second session. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Second 

session? 

KEVIN GOMEZ:  Yes.  

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Okay.  That 

concludes early topic. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Thank you.  Remarks of the mayor? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  I was going to 

let Mr. Gomez have my time. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Yeah. 

KEVIN GOMEZ:  (Indiscernible). 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  But Mr. Masi 

gave me a dirty look, so...  Well, first I want 

to begin by thanking Superintendent Creeden, 

President Estrada, and Mr. Tuttle for the 

presentation.  This has become an annual event 

here, and I think it goes -- it's very helpful in 

educating our voters here in the Middletown 

community about what's happening in our school 

district in moving forward. 

You know, the -- it's important to 

realize how many programs that we do run with the 

school district, and a no vote on that school 

budget will totally eliminate that.  And I think 

the numbers that they presented over the past 

five years are very responsible numbers.  They're 

moving forward.  I think the one concern that the 

council president asked is a legitimate concern, 

but I -- hopefully that's going to be resolved 

next year in a congressional vote. 

But for now, the district, you know, 

we've had some great success.  You see house 

prices in Middletown are going crazy in a way 

that's -- everybody's dream is when you guy a 
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home, you want to be able to make sure that it 

appreciates.  And so we're addressing some 

affordable housing issues as you know, but I 

think that's more or less an indication that 

people are happy with the city and even more so 

happy with the school district because you have 

families that are moving here because of the 

Middletown School District. 

And if you have an opportunity to tour 

as we have, and I'm -- it's one of my slides in 

here, you'll see what's happening in that 

district, especially at that high school, is 

absolutely amazing.  So thank you for the 

presentation and I'll be voting yes.   

I don't think I've ever voted no on a 

school budget, but I'll be voting yes and 

hopefully the community will continue to support 

the budget and the capital programs that are 

actually zero cost.  So I think it would be 

foolish for the community to turn down $45 

million basically in grant money from the state 

of New York to improve our facilities. 

Just a quick update on the O&W Project.  

I know last meeting I went into more detail, but 

the project is out to bid and bids are expected 
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back on June 30th.  And just once again, this is 

a project that Washington, DC can really screw up 

for us.  So -- in two ways.  One is the tariffs.  

We don't know the impact on the bidding.  And 

number two is the impacts on Head Start and 

funding of those programs.  We haven't heard 

anything about historic tax credits yet, whether 

that program will be eliminated.  I haven't heard 

anything at all on that.  But the two are Head 

Start funding and impact on the bids that will be 

coming on June 30th. 

Next is the 48 North Street.  This is 

the old Mongomery Ward building.  As you know, 

we've been working with the property owner for a 

couple of years now.  We did give him an easement 

onto the 40 -- this is 46 North or 48 North, but 

the park, Gerry's Park, they're going to change 

the building to reflect the entrances from 

Gerry's Park.   

You can see the netting.  They're going 

through the penetration through the walls there.  

And so we're looking at 24 residential units, 

first floor commercial as required by the DMU 

code.  So that project is moving forward.  

There's a little slight inconvenience over at the 
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park area, but for the most part, that project is 

moving ahead pretty quickly. 

Next is what I just mentioned was we 

had the good fortune -- ad I've taken the tour 

before and the school district has always been 

very receptive to these types of tours to -- I 

know a few years ago they did it with real estate 

agents throughout the county.  And they were just 

equally as impressed as the Orange County 

Partnership was on this tour. 

The -- it's like going to college when 

you go through the different academies that the 

school district offers.  This was a relationship 

that developed at one of the symposiums at Fei 

Tian College where the school district offered to 

take Orange County Partnership on a tour, Conor 

Eckert, who's the incoming president of the 

partnership. 

It was just taken back by the 

(Indiscernible) Program and the interaction with 

young people within that school, and especially 

within the academies that they're operating in 

that school.  So I'm sure the council members, if 

you haven't had an opportunity to do so, at some 

point in the future if there's another 
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opportunity, I certainly would invite you and 

encourage you to take the tour so that when 

you're talking to your constituents you can share 

that same information. 

Also, part of that was they are now 

doing halal meals at the school.  This was a 

request from the imam at the mosque and 

reflective of a significantly growing Muslim 

population in the Middletown School District.  

And Goshen is also doing it.  I believe they were 

the first school in the area to do it.  We had a 

beautiful meal put on by Loren Burr.  Tommy's 

daughter is now the director of food service I 

believe. 

And so the -- it's just reflective of 

not only the city but the district that we are a 

diverse community with diverse interests and 

diverse needs.  And the school district, I want 

to congratulate them for once again accommodating 

the needs of a special part of our community. 

Also had the opportunity to attend 

multi-cultural night, and I think these are the 

types of things that we're talking about, that 

this was a fantastic event.  I got there a little 

bit late so I did miss the superintendent.  But 
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the -- we -- I did speak with some of the school 

board members there.  And the pride of this type 

of an event, the dancing, the entertainment, the 

students, it was just an amazing night.  Matter 

of fact, the bottom right-hand corner, they also 

performed at their Cinco de Mayo performance at 

the Paramount Theater on Sunday. 

So this is another community that's 

getting involved in our community.  Communities 

that have felt that they were neglected before 

for whatever reason are now feeling comfortable 

coming out and sharing their experiences, sharing 

their culture with the rest of us in the 

community.  We had a nice turnout at the 

Paramount on Sunday.  We had a nice turnout on 

Saturday for both parks, the North Street Park 

and the Run4Downtown Park with the festival that 

was held. 

The rain sort of put a damper on the 

parade that was scheduled, but we did have the 

event inside the Paramount.  I want to thank the 

-- Maria Bruni and her staff for adapting very 

quickly on a day's notice to move the parade from 

-- move the event from the festival square or 

Degnan Square to the Paramount and changing the 



 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

whole program.  So it took a lot of work and they 

were able to pull it off.  And I also want to 

thank the committee.  Juan from the Taco Factor, 

Jose from the -- Alondra's, the -- Alvaro from 

Garcia's Market, and Maria and her staff 

Stephanie and I believe Eileen and maybe a few 

others that I'm missing.  But it was a great 

weekend of celebration in downtown in celebrating 

Cinco de Mayo. 

Sue, this is the reference that Sue 

made about the 2025 cleanup.  I believe it's 16 

years or 17 years now that Sue has run that.  It 

goes back to her story about the pizza box that 

was thrown out of her car and hit her car.  And 

she really started the -- this and we thank her 

every year, but it is a lot of work. 

I know Rick and Maria get involved too 

and other volunteers.  So we want to thank 

everyone for their effort.  It was a horrible day 

raining and -- but a lot of groups are still 

picking up.  And I know during the week I -- and 

I -- when I passed SUNY Orange yesterday I saw a 

couple of bags with the green tags on them out 

front.  So -- on Wawayanda Avenue.  So the people 

are still doing their neighborhood.  So that's a 
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good sign, and I want to thank everyone who 

participated. 

I also attended the Mulberry House 

volunteer recognition last week.  This was a 

luncheon.  They honored 65 of their volunteers on 

different programs.  And this is -- I'm the cubby 

guy in the middle with the yellow tie if you 

can't pick me out.  But the -- it was a great 

time, great -- it was a brunch actually.  And we 

had a good time there. 

And they need to be thanked on a 

regular basis, but this one year -- this once-a-

year volunteer recognition dinner went a long way 

for letting them know that they're an important 

part of our city operation too and thank each and 

every one of them. 

We also had a BOA, which is the 

psychiatric center, former psychiatric center 

campus, community campus community outreach.  

It's a community input event.  We have many 

members of the community that sit on the board, 

including the school superintendent Mrs. Creeden.  

And we thank her for the -- and the other members 

of the board. 

But this was a great opportunity and it 
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was well advertised and well attended by people 

to come and give their feedback on what they 

would like to see on that community campus moving 

forward.  And a lot of great ideas, a lot of 

great thoughts.  The committee will continue to 

discuss.  Alderman Johnson is the representative 

of the Third Ward on the committee.  We -- you 

know, bicycle pathways, connections between the 

Heritage Trail and the reservoir trails are 

certainly a highlight there. 

I believe the people are very 

comfortable with the proposal to maintain a 

development of educational and possibly some very 

light type of commercial development.  The 

feedback that I had received was that strictly 

opposing the vast development of multi-family 

housing on the campus.  And there's actually no 

need for multi-family housing on the campus. 

And we are doing the affordable housing 

project right across the street from the campus 

and the BOA does expand beyond the campus 

grounds.  And we're doing 50 units with 

Middletown Housing Authority Partnership at the 

Summitfield site across the street and 50 

additional units at David Moore on the other end 
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of town, part of the Middletown Housing Authority 

along with a renovation of 199 units. 

So housing, I can assure the people of 

the Third Ward especially, and the city as a 

whole, that this this 200-plus acres is prime 

development space.  We've had a plan in place.  

The purpose of the BOA is to enhance that plan to 

react to the transfers of the property from the 

state of New York, the 34-plus acres, the several 

buildings like Tuckerman Hall, which has already 

been transferred to the college, how we're going 

to develop the rest of the campus, how we're 

going to encourage more public use of the 

property. 

The city owns, you know, about 15 acres 

currently on the property.  But my -- the voices 

that I heard at all of these from the feedback 

from the public is we do not want to see mass 

multi-family housing on that campus.  The campus 

is too beautiful to load up and make it garden 

apartments or multi-family housing, that there 

are other parts of the city that people support 

that concept.  But this is not one of them.   

So we'll continue.  BOA will come out.  

You know, this is a grant paid for by the state 
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of New York, a $250,000 grant.  We're working in 

partnership with Pattern for Progress.  And the 

board -- I think the committee is about 20 

people.  I think Gerry as the Kleiner family 

representative is also on the board with his 

history of the campus.  And so we want to thank 

everybody on that committee that's doing the hard 

work. 

This is the survey.  There is still 

time.  If you go on our website you'll be able to 

just scan in the QR code and take the survey and 

give your feedback if you're interested or write 

a letter.  There's addresses on there or should 

be on there.  If not, you can send it to my 

office and we will make sure that the 

representative of Pattern who's running the BOA 

program receives it and inputs your information 

into the system. 

This is the Cinco de Mayo that I had 

mentioned.  This was, as you can see, very 

colorful, but it was very talented.  And there 

was a lot of pride exhibited by the people, and 

they were so happy that not only did -- was it 

well attended, but they were so happy that the 

city partnered with them on this.  So I want to 
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thank the departments that participated, 

especially the Economic Development Department. 

And these are just some of the 

pictures.  That's Juan and Alvaro in the bottom 

left. 

(25:57 - 26:11 no sound) 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Thursday, May 

8th the open house is at the Middletown 

Recreation Center.  The ribbon cutting for the 

new boxing program will be held.  This program 

was a privately run program for a couple of 

years, and the city decided to offer it as one of 

our programs.   

And it's been a great success.  I 

believe they have a couple of young boxers that 

are in the Golden Gloves, and -- but it's well-

attended.  But you're all invited to the open 

house and to the ribbon cutting at 5:30 on 

Thursday. 

Today we had the SUNY Orange Celebrates 

75 Years.  The press conference, we awarded the  

-- Dr. Young, on behalf of the City of 

Middletown, a proclamation declaring June of 2025 

SUNY Orange month in the city along with the key 

to the city and a special plaque that they will 
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hang in Morrison Hall. 

It was well attended, as you can see 

from the staff and some city people.  Mr. Masi 

was there, Mr. Kleiner, Mr. Green, or aldermen.  

We -- I believe all four of us had attended SUNY 

Orange at one point in our lives.  Gerry, can you 

stand up, Gerry?  You have your shirt on.  Gerry 

has his Orange County Community College shirt 

from 1963. 

If you don't know, they're known as the 

Colts.  So that's the colt on the shirt.  So 

Gerry was the hit of the party.  So -- but it was 

a great time by the -- by all that attended.  And 

Dr. Young was very gracious in accepting the 

plaque and the key to the city and the 

proclamation.   

I'm very thankful and recognize the 

role that -- similar to what our school district 

role is where you have a great relationship with 

the Middletown school district, a great 

relationship with SUNY Orange, developed a great 

relationship with Toro Medical, and developing a 

great relationship with Fei Tian, soon to be 

Northern University. 

But you can see the educational 
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component coming together for us here in the city 

of Middletown, how important it is.  There's a 

couple of pictures there.  And that's all I have.  

If you have any questions, I'll be more than 

happy to address them. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the mayor? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  Okay.  Thank 

you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Thank you, Mayor.  Department heads, 

Economic Development. 

DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  I as well want 

to thank the committee members, the bid board 

members regarding Cinco de Mayo, Juan from Taco 

Factory, Jose from Alondro's, Alvaro from 

Garcia's, and Naomi from Naomi's Beauty on North 

Street. 

John Numchuck, he's a board member, and 

other board members, Stefania and Eileen, and it 

was just a great program.  And inside the 

Paramount that day, it was amazing, the talent.  

And thank Superintendent Creeden for the midi 

mariachi.  They were awesome.  They opened up the 

program on Sunday. 
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And working with Amanda and everyone, 

it was just flawless.  I mean, it was just a 

great time and a great event.  And thank you to 

all again.  And we're looking forward to a bigger 

celebration next year. 

This evening I did -- we had a 

Community Development Agency meeting.  We 

discussed a bid for interior demo for 7 Genung 

Street.  That's the next house we're moving onto.  

We are currently working on 168 Linden, and now 

we'll be also working on 7 Genung.   

A couple of events that are happening 

this week, we have a ribbon cutting at Estelitas 

Mexican Kitchen, 114 North Street.  And that's 

this Saturday at noon at 114 North Street.  So 

come on by for the ribbon cutting. 

Hillside Cemetery celebration will be  

-- the second annual bus tour is this Saturday as 

well from noon to 5.  For bus reservations, call 

Middletown Hillside Cemetery 343-5534.  And 

admission is free, but donations are gratefully 

accepted.  So that's this coming Saturday. 

And the summer concert event, summer 

concert series, the -- is out, all the 

promotional materials.  So this is being pushed 
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out.  And the cards -- and there's going to be 

mailers going out regarding the concerts and 

getting to everybody.  And they start the first 

week of June, so here we are.  Thank you.  And -- 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Maria?  Thank you, Maria. 

DIRECTOR MARIA BRUNI:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Police 

chief. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I have nothing 

unless you have anything for me this evening. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions?  Alderman Masi. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Chief and 

committee members or council members, please bear 

with me because after what I saw that Mr. Sierra 

had said about not only our city but our police 

department, I have several questions for you.  I 

hate to put you on the spot like this, but I'm 

hoping that we can clear up some stuff. 

I realize that it is time for politics.  

It's the silage season, as a lot of people say, 

but I feel it's necessary on behalf of not only 

this council, our residents, our businesses and 

visitors to address certain claims that Mr. 
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Sierra had made.  He, by the way, happens to be a 

candidate for mayor.  Staffing numbers then and 

now.  Mr. Sierra has claimed that the city 

currently has only half the number of police 

officers compared to when Mr. DeStefano took 

office 42 years ago, although I'm not sure that 

Mr. Sierra can count. 

The mayor actually returned to office 

in 2010.  Can you please provide the approximate 

number of budgeted sworn officers currently on 

the force and compare that to the staffing level 

in 2010? 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  So currently 2025 

my budget for sworn officers is 75.  2010 I'd 

have to look at some records, but throughout my 

career -- I've been with the department for 25 

years, and when I got hired in 2000, our numbers 

were in the mid-60s and we've gone up since then. 

Sometimes our staffing is down a little 

bit, not due to lack of budgeting but lack of, 

you know, being able to hire individuals for the 

-- to fill the spots.  Which I have some of that 

right now.  Even though I'm budgeted for 75, I do 

have some vacancies.  As you know as a civil 

service commissioner that we are always actively 
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trying to fill those spots.  They don't sit 

vacant for lack of trying. 

We just gave an exam this past Saturday 

with 200 and some individuals that took it.  We 

gave an agility a year -- or a week ago, and I 

want to say in my tenure specifically as police 

chief, I don't think there's been a single year 

that I've been police chief that we haven't hired 

to try to fill the vacancies that are -- you 

know, some of them are for people going other 

places.  Some are retirement.  So for a variety 

of reasons. 

And that's been the same throughout my 

whole career as well.  There's always been some 

vacancies throughout our budget from what I can 

recall.  But I don't know the number from 2010, 

but I'm going to say it's right in the same 

realm. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  A lot of 

exaggeration on his part.  Crime rates and 

perceived safety.  Mr. Sierra claims that crime 

is at an all-time high, parenthesis, and that 

residents feel unsafe.  Can you provide the 

official data for index crimes reported to New 

York state 2010 up until present? 
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CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Yeah.  Index 

crimes are Part 1 crimes.  That's our more 

serious crimes.  These are reported every month 

also.  I have a police commission meeting once a 

month.  It's the third Thursday of every month 

and I go through these specifically.  From my 

memory, I know 2024 to '23 we were down 25 

percent. 

And if I recall correctly, it's close 

to 50 percent reduction from 2010 to 2025, '24.  

This is all also public record.  You could go on 

the Department of Criminal Justice website and 

see all these numbers as well.  Because all of 

our numbers, all of our stats, our arrests, our 

crimes are all reported on a monthly basis to the 

Department of Criminal Justice. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Obviously he 

doesn't know how to do that.  He just makes 

claims.  Investigative capacity.  Mr. Sierra has 

stated that the department only gives out blue 

cards and victims are only called back if "they 

are lucky".  Is that a fair and accurate 

statement? 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I'm going to say 

no.  That's my -- my perception is absolutely 
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not.  And I think we have one of the best-trained 

police departments in this area.  And I report 

not only to you as the council, but the 

commission on a monthly basis of, you know, the 

effectiveness that our police department has in 

our community, effectiveness that we have on 

solving crimes.   

And we just recently made arrests in 

cold case crimes that happened several years ago.  

And I think that's a testament to the fact that 

the men and women of the police department don't 

give up and don't stop working day in and day out 

whether it's a small incident or a large 

incident.   

I've reported many times things such as 

quality of life things that we follow up on and 

address.  Graffiti things that could be perceived 

as like a minor thing, we put the effort in to 

find the people that are held accountable.  Are 

we 100 percent successful in that?  Obviously we 

can't be. 

But can I go back to the previous 

question?  You asked -- that was a two-part 

question and I'm -- it's just resonating in my 

head now. 
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ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  The 

investigative one or the crime rate and perceived 

safety? 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Perceived safety.  

That -- 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Well, he says 

that the people feel unsafe. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I have to 

strongly, strongly disagree with that.  I have 

the opportunity to engage with a lot of people.  

That's offensive, actually, to me, honestly.  

That -- I get to speak with a lot of people 

throughout my time here.  Not just within our 

community, but outside our community, my 

colleagues.  That is not true at all. 

And I think if you look around this 

community and see the investment that has been 

made over the last 10-plus years, that that 

wouldn't be if this community wasn't safe.  

People would not be willing to invest their 

money, come here and move their families here 

from other communities, invest in homes and small 

businesses and larger businesses. 

I mean, we hear every other week all 

the success in this community of investment.  We 
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have colleges here.  We have schools here.  We 

have businesses here, small businesses, large 

businesses.  I -- that is not accurate at all.  

That is very offensive actually. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Well, this one 

actually takes in the mayor and the council.  Mr. 

Sierra has claimed that your department lacks 

adequate resources and that the mayor and the 

city council have failed to support the 

department.  Do you believe that's true?  Have we 

held back funding, institutional support?  Is 

there anything that we've not done? 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  No, not at all..  

I can speak to my tenure as police chief, which 

is going on completing eight years coming in 

July.  I've been very fortunate.  The council has 

supported me.  The commission has supported me.  

The mayor has supported me. 

I've -- policing in 2025 is so 

different than it was in 2010, 2020, 2018, 2021.  

It's changed dramatically.  Thus, we've had to 

change our approach to policing.  I know when I 

first started we (indiscernible) our way out of a 

lot of things.  We can't do that today. 

We've had to find new and unique ways 
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to address crime and the needs of the community.  

And this council, the mayor, the commission has 

been nothing but supportive.  I don't recall a 

single time I've been told no.  I've brought new 

technology and new programs, new ideas.  And 

sometimes I'm sure you guys looked at me like I 

was crazy in trying new things, but you always 

supported it. 

You know, from just as recent as the 

service coordinator position, we just brought 

Stevenson Monchery on our team to help as a 

conduit to connect the people in our community to 

the services that are needed.  Several years ago 

I introduced the Neighborhood Enhancement Team.  

You -- all of you supported that. 

Then we adapted that and furthered that 

into the crime prevention through environmental 

design.  We partnered with the code enforcement 

with the city common -- for the -- with Alex 

Smith, with Jacob with all the city partners to 

find better and more unique and creative ways to 

address crime rather than just trying to arrest 

people. 

We have so many new pieces of 

technology that you have never told me no.  
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You've supported grants and programs.  I have, 

you know, all types of opportunities right now.  

I have people assigned to the ATF task force.  I 

have people assigned to the FBI Safe Streets task 

force.  I have someone assigned to the Hudson 

Valley Intel, the Crime Analysis Center.  We have 

school resource officers again.  We have a 

downtown officer.   

The technology, you support the grants 

and supplementing the grants to improve 

technology because that is the way of today's 

policing.  That is policing in 2025 is using 

technology.  License plate readers, all this 

comes with a cost.  Body cameras all comes with a 

cost that each and every one of you have 

supported without any real kickback.  So I don't 

believe that to be true at all. 

I'm very, very blessed.  The community 

is blessed to have the support of the council the 

mayor, the commission to give the resources that 

are necessary to effectively police tis 

community. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  I just have a 

couple of others.  When I read what he had said, 

it just upset me and I wrote down some stuff.  
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Alleged discrimination settlements.  Mr. Sierra 

states that the city has paid millions in 

discrimination settlements involving the police 

department.  Are you aware of such discrimination 

settlements? 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  No.  We -- we've  

-- have lawsuits.  It's part of business.  But I 

don't know what that references of millions of 

dollars in discrimination.  Traditionally, like 

lawsuits that we are subject to are normally 

false arrests and excessive force type claims. 

I -- in the recent past I don’t recall.  

I mean, I don't know how far back he's going.  I 

don't know where this information is coming from.  

So... 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  I'm not sure he 

knows where he's going.  He mentioned something 

about the use of trailer-mounted cameras.  Mr. 

Sierra claims that the department is replacing 

boots on the ground policing with trailer-mounted 

cameras -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  No.  

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  -- instead of -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  That is a tool in 

our tool box just like many other tools that we 
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have.  They are -- they're -- it's a great piece 

of technology that's been very effective.  We 

purchase them under grants and we incorporate 

them with a program that we run, which is the 

GIVE, which is Gun Elimination -- or Gun 

Initiative Violence Elimination program that we 

are funded through the state to have -- to focus 

on our hotspots with additional boots on the 

ground, additional resources on the ground, and 

those designated hot spots. 

And we also use those cameras in those 

designated hot spots.  Oftentimes we'll move 

those cameras also as a deterrent to address 

other issues that we may have to maybe in a park, 

maybe in an area that we're seeing an increase in 

some type of activity.  But they are a tool that 

have been effective. 

They have not only -- I can't tell you 

how many crimes they've deterred.  I'm just 

assuming they did by their presence, but we've 

also used them to effectively prosecute crimes.  

So they are not a replacement.  They're a tool.  

They feed directly into our police dispatch so we 

could utilize and we can move them.  We can view 

a lot.  They're very, very effective.  In fact, 
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I'd be looking to buy a third one because they 

are effective. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Police radio 

encryption.  He alleges that encrypting police 

radio traffic is an effort to hide crime and cut 

the public off from real time information. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I... 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Well, I'm -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Can you -- 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  That's why I 

want -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Can you say that 

again? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  -- the people to 

know what he -- what this guy is saying and he 

wants to be your mayor. 

MAN 1:  Say it again. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I have a hard 

enough time signing into a computer.  I could not 

encrypt a radio.  I don't know what he's 

referencing.  I could tell you what we have as 

far as radio communications.  About four years 

ago, every police department in Orange County 

transitioned from the old analog style police 

radios to a new digital platform that is 
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countywide. 

It was a county funded program that was 

in the making for many, many years that was 

implemented about four or five years ago.  We got 

all new radio equipment.  The old-school scanners 

that many people used to listen to become -- 

they're ineffective.  You can't utilize them with 

the new technology.   

There are higher-end scanners that 

people could buy for quite a bit of money, but 

the intention of that was not to encrypt 

anything.  The intention was to improve radio 

communications and inter-operability to allow us 

to communicate with our neighboring departments 

and a little more effective, and even more so in 

large like scale incidents. 

We have a bank of different radio 

channels now that we could communicate on for 

incidents, traffic.  We could use them for 

parades traffic situations.  God forbid we have 

any type of large mass casualty.  Perfect example 

of that, though, is the bus accident a couple of 

years ago.  You had multiple agencies, multiple 

disciplines. 

You had fire, EMS, police.  They would 
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all go to one of those operable channels to use.  

Prior to that radio transition, we didn't have 

those abilities.  They were very, very limited.  

Even when we would partner with agencies such as 

the sheriffs and state police when they come in 

and do joint patrols, such as we do now, with 

them just about every weekend, they would have to 

come into our station.  We'd have to give them a 

portable. 

Now we don't have to do that.  We are 

in 2025 where technology is actually our friend 

and we're using it effectively.  I would hope Mr. 

Sierra -- that he's coming from a fire background 

where they used radios and the fire department 

also was part of that program.  So that should be 

something that he is familiar with in regards to 

the radios. 

But it -- to encrypt them, we're not 

here to hide anything.  We are an open book.  We 

are more transparent than ever.  I am an open 

book.  If someone wants to have a conversation 

with me about what's going on in the police 

department, I welcome them.  I will show them 

body cam.  I will let them listen to audios.   

I will share investigations.  
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Everything is public.  I read almost all of it 

out every month at the police commission meeting 

that is publicized and looped on Channel 20 so 

nothing is there.  We have to report to the 

state.  We're audited by the state.  There is 

nothing being secretly done or hidden in the 

police department. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Finally, chief, 

I'll let people -- Mr. Sierra ends his public 

statements with the challenge he had the highest 

level of crime ever.  He has -- his final 

statement was prove me wrong.  Well, I think I'll 

let you respond to that, but you just gave -- 

there were eight questions or eight statements 

that he made and I think you've proven that each 

and every one of them were false.  And that I 

don't know what else proof he needs, but if... 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I don't know.  I'm 

assuming this is something that was posted on 

social media.  I am not a social media person.  I 

-- 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Oh, yes.  This 

was all on social media. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  I don't know.  I 

don't know what the intention of it is.  If he 
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feels that, I'm open.  I've known Mr. Sierra for 

many years.  He's more than welcome to sit down 

and have a conversation with me and I could show 

him.  In fact, the Department of Criminal 

Justice, which is DCJS, all those stats are 

public knowledge.  They're open forum.  He could 

research them. 

The index numbers are the FBI crime 

stats that are broken down in part ones and part 

twos.  Traditionally part ones are the index 

crimes.  That include the more serious crimes.  

And as I said, I know for a fact we're about -- 

it's -- if I recall correctly, its 25 percent 

down from '24 -- '23 to '24.  And I know we're 

down because we do a monthly report from the 

intel center. 

And part ones, I'd have to go to the 

charts, but I'm almost positive we're below the 

five-year average currently and we have been.  

Obviously that’s how we got below.  And going 

back -- because we do this for the yearly 

statistics as well when we submit to the city, to 

the mayor that we're about 50 percent down from 

2010 if I recall correctly. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  I just thought 
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the public had a right to know in the 

transparency.  And I think your answers will go a 

long way reaffirming the community's trust in the 

police department, and I thank you very much.  

And I'm sorry to take so much time. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  No, but you just 

said something.  The trust in the police 

department, I don't get feedback that the 

community does not trust us. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  I -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Do you not get 

that feedback?  And I would be very alarmed if I 

did.  I do everything more than I do now to try 

to correct that.  I think we have great men and 

women in the Middletown Police Department that 

work their butts off day in and day out.  They're 

very responsive to the needs of the community.   

When each and every one of you provides 

me with some intel, some information, a 

situation, we are very diligent on trying to find 

a resolution to that as each and every one of you 

know that.  I think we have the best police 

department in the county right now, and I'm not, 

you know, discrediting any other police 

department because there's amazing people out 
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there.  But the resources we have, the technology 

we have, the ability of training, we train the 

heck out of our people because it's an investment 

in our people that gives back to this community. 

It's amazing.  I mean, you're making me 

think even more.  We have the police academy here 

in the -- in our local city now.  That is a 

testament to the mayor and all of you to support 

that.  You support that day in and day out by 

allowing us to be in a city-owned building, and 

that's for everybody in this county and Sullivan 

County.  And we've had other people -- like right 

now there's two people from Oneonta SUNY police 

attending the police academy.  So it's far-

reaching. 

So to say that we don't have the 

support, that we don't have the trust of the 

community, I just -- I have a hard time believing 

that. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Well, I can tell 

you at the test on Saturday, all the applicants, 

they are so hoping that, one, they'll pass that; 

two, move onto the agility; and three, be hired 

by this department. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Mm-hmm. 
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ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  So I thank you 

very much, chief. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Yep. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Mr. 

Kleiner. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Very quickly.  

Thank -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Well, this is the 

longest "I have no questions". 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  I'm going to 

be a lot quicker.  Thank you, chief.  I think 

community is the operative word when I think of 

our police department.  You've just been such a 

great part of this community and that's always in 

the forefront of your mind. 

But as someone who attends all those 

police commission meetings when I can when I 

don't have a conflict, it's just amazing that -- 

how transparent it is and the statistics.  They 

just -- it's an incredible job, and thank you 

very much. 

Second point, those civil service 

exams, and maybe Alderman Masi can add to this, 

but when will we have results?  Do we have -- 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Gerry, I'd like 
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to -- 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  I know how 

the state is with those, but has there been any 

improvement?  Do we have any idea? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  No, Gerry.  And 

-- 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Okay. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  -- it's a shame 

because chief -- the next academy is in August. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  September. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  September.  

There's a slight chance, Gerry, that the grades 

will be back by then.  And it's a shame because 

you don't want to miss another one.  Every time I 

go up to a conference -- and I know Pam has a 

conference to go up to at the beginning of June, 

she's going to bring that up again. 

We're still waiting on results of a 

test that we gave January 18th.  So we're hoping.  

And I've talked to the state and say -- told them 

that it's very important to get the results of 

this so we can have people possibly go into the 

academy.  So I'm sorry to interrupt, but -- 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  No, that's good. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  -- we've been 
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fighting this battle for a long time, and I just 

don't understand it.  The school could do it in  

-- that day. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Yes.  Thank 

you, chief. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  Can I comment on 

those? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Certainly. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  So on the test, I 

-- well, Mr. Masi said like we're trying to get 

support.  April I believe it was the 10th I 

attended a meeting with the Department of 

Criminal Justice Commissioner Rosado and that was 

something that came up in that meeting about 

getting some help, getting the results back 

quicker. 

And I had a meeting along with some of 

our -- my colleagues, other police chiefs, with 

Assemblywoman Kay, and that was one of the items 

that we brought to her attention as well because 

of the lag.  But you mentioned community as well, 

and that is something that I pride our department 

in. 

We work hard.  We've done all types of 

community programs, outreaches from jump-out 
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barbecues, youth police academies, leadership 

academies.  The amazing partnership we have with 

the school is part of the community.  We can't be 

a community policing organization without that 

partnership.  The mayor supports every aspect of 

that.  He attends most of our events. 

We also -- like on that community 

level, like Stevenson is part of that outreach 

program to connect. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Yes.  He's 

amazing. 

CHIEF JOHN EWANCIW:  But we also have 

people from independent living that are co-

located in our organization.  We have people from 

Fearless, the domestic violence program, co-

located in our organization.  I have someone -- 

I'm working with a company to bring an intern, a 

social worker intern into our organization to 

help fill that gap between the community and the 

policing and the services. 

So we are very community-focused.  And 

you get to see that day in and day out when we do 

events.  You are out there as well, as are many 

of you, seeing the work that we do in the 

community.  We try like heck. 
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ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you, 

chief. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Thank you, chief.  DPW Commissioner. 

JACOB TAWIL:  Good evening.  So the 

chief, he took over the meeting so I'm going to 

be very fast here. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Did Mr. 

Sierra say anything about the reservoirs? 

JACOB TAWIL:  He reversed roles with 

me.  Yes.  So the reservoirs, Alderman Masi, they 

are 100 percent and they are overflowing.  

Actually over 100 percent.  And that presents a 

little bit of a problem for us because we have to 

treat for algae blooms.  We have to store it.  

And by applying copper sulfate, they should not 

be overflowing. 

So we're trying to play our games, but 

with the rain it's not helping now.  It's too 

much rain.  Too much of a good thing.  But we're 

happy with it.  We'll manage. 

And with that before you tonight, there 

is a tremendous project that's going to take 

effect, which is development of a new water 

resource for us in Indigo area.  And this project 
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has been on the books for -- in this region since 

1936 even through different engineering studies 

and so on and so forth.  The last time we 

constructed any reservoir here in the city of 

Middletown, our founding fathers, it was in the 

1900.  And now we are in 2025.  And now we are 

embarking on hopefully the project to build a new 

reservoir in the Indigo region. 

The mayor and the County Executive 

Neuhaus, they worked tirelessly in order to make 

this project happen securing funds, meeting with 

different agencies, meeting with different -- 

within the county, within the surrounding 

municipality, and so on and so forth.   

With the last meeting for the mayor and 

for the county executive, they secured about 512 

or $517,000 towards a study by CDM Smith.  What, 

514?  Yeah.  514,000.  So that was the mayor.  He 

went himself.  And the county exec and his team, 

of course, the county exec team and myself went 

with the mayor, and our consultant and we made a 

presentation in there.  And the IDA, they 

approved the $514,000 to fund that project. 

With that, we're going to have another 

$100,000 from the city of Middletown and $100,000 
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from Orange County.  That will only cover the 

exploration of ground water.  This is what the 

IDA, Orange County -- IDA wanted to do, only talk 

about the ground water because they are not sure 

about the success or the DEC acceptance of 

building a new reservoir because of all the 

environmental regulations. 

We believe we can do it, so we're going 

to -- should you endorse the resolution before 

you for tonight of hiring CDM Smith for the 

exploration and development of Indigo area for an 

additional water source for the city of 

Middletown, which would be supplying adjacent 

areas around us.  It's not only water for our 

need.  It's for the adjacent areas.  And the 

mayor, he can speak about revenues and all that 

stuff. 

But it's really a generational project 

in there.  I don't want to -- you know, I can't 

stress it enough how important this project is 

for the entire mid-county region, not just for 

Middletown in there.  So we hope that you can -- 

and once you approve it, we're going to hit the 

ground running with CDM Smith and start doing the 

work. 
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And hopefully once we gather some 

information, we'll have an initial meeting with 

DEC to see if they can show us by law or by any 

other means why we cannot build a reservoir.  

Then we can abandon the idea of the reservoir, 

but it's going to be really a struggle for them 

to convince us that we can't do it.  But it is 

what it is.   

Then we can focus on ground water.  

Otherwise we'll be looking for both surface 

water, reservoir construction. and ground water 

exploration as well to give us as much yield as 

we can for -- you know, for -- that would be for 

generations to come. 

That matches very well with our program 

in there that the mayor was able to obtain about 

$6 million in there for watershed acquisition, 

which we've been working on it and purchasing 

property all around our area in order to preserve 

it.  And all these PFAS things and all that stuff 

you're hearing about and impurities in the water, 

forever chemicals, we're trying to keep them from 

our reservoirs. 

And so far I think we are the only ones 

in the area, knock on wood.  We have not found 
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any PFAS in any measurable amount so far.  So the 

regulations are getting to be more and more 

complicated and they keep drilling down on the 

detective limits and so on and so forth in the 

micrograms and nanograms and so on. 

So we are very excited about this 

project because, again, I keep using the word 

"generational".  It is truly generational.  

Hopefully we'll be very successful with that.  

Once we meet with the DEC, hopefully we'll come 

back to you and say, guess what, guys.  The price 

went from $714,000 to $1,000,050, which is all 

before you.  Because that's what they -- the 

reservoir investigation is. 

But that will be hopefully matched by 

the county.  It's not going to be borne by the 

city only.  It would be matched by our County 

Exec Neuhaus because he's been extremely 

supportive of this.  And the IDA as well as 

looking for other sources of funding. 

Reminder, electronic drop-off.  It's 

going to be May 24th on Saturday at the DPW 

garage.  If you have TVs, if you have any 

computers, any monitors, just bring them over 

please.  It's going to be from 8:00 until 3 p.m.  
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8 a.m. util 3 p.m., and that's on Monhagen Avenue 

at the DPW garage. 

Design, we have -- design plans are 

moving along as well as cementing the grants that 

we had -- we were offered from the EPA, about 

three and a half million dollars.  And also we 

have some grants from EFC.  So we're working on 

those two for row water lines from 

(Indiscernible) down to Shawangunk and another 

one from the water treatment plant to down 

Monhagen.  That's finished water line.  I'm 

running through in order because the chief took 

all the time here. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Thanks 

for being brief. 

JACOB TAWIL:  I'm talking over myself 

here. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Yeah, 

we know. 

JACOB TAWIL:  Milling and paving, our 

annual milling and paving program will start May 

27th.  So you will see our machines and their 

rental machines milling the streets that will be 

paved.  Milled and paved.  I believe the mayor 

has distributed as well as my office distributed 
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the list of the roads that will be milled and 

paved by us. 

Boyce Excavation has started the 

project again, restarted the project, and 

hopefully this will be the -- this definitely 

would be the last season for them.  They're doing 

crosswalks.  They're doing a new intersection at 

Wallkill and Lake.  That will be done.  They're 

finishing up the intersection on Highland and 

Wisner.  And all these thermal liner, which is 

brick looking crosswalks throughout the work that 

we have done. 

So look out for that.  The best way to 

get informed is sign up for our notification 

system.  And Rick here, he will give you 

directions how to sign.  It's very simple, very 

easy.  And you will get -- all the time we send 

text messages and emails and phone calls, 

automated ones to advise you where the 

construction is going to be so you can avoid the 

area or you can plan accordingly.  So please sign 

up for it.  And with that, I will conclude my 

comments. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Jacob?  Alderman Kleiner. 
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ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Not a 

question.  I just want to add one thing, that 

Indigo is so important because it is a separate 

watershed. 

JACOB TAWIL:  Yep. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  That's if 

people don't understand that, it's separate from 

all our reservoirs.  So it's a -- would be a 

great addition. 

JACOB TAWIL:  Absolutely. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you. 

JACOB TAWIL:  A hundred percent.  Thank 

you for saying that.  Yep. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Thank you, Jacob.  Superintendent of 

Recreation?   

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  You look 

serious. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  I just want to start 

by showing a piece of artwork that one of our 

local artists Alex Mills is going to be putting 

up on the splashpad wall at Maple Hill. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Oh, sweet. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Very nice. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  Yes.  We're really 
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excited about that.  So that splashpad project at 

Maple Hill will be train-themed, so it's going to 

go with it.  And we are looking forward to 

hopefully more art in the city of Middletown and 

getting some more artwork on some of our 

buildings and areas that we have. 

Just want to touch on some of our 

programs and updates.  It feels like a long time 

since I've been up here giving updates on our 

programs, but I do want to start by mentioning we 

are trying to get more into multi-generational 

activities that we're offering. 

So right now we currently have crochet 

and boxing.  Crochet is very interesting that a 

lot of first-timers from 8 years old to 65-year-

olds learning to crochet.  And the little kids 

pick it up fast at first, so it's very 

interesting to watch.  Just the youths and adults 

engaging together and fostering these connections 

is amazing. 

Especially with boxing when we have the 

younger kids with the adults in there boxing.  So 

the multi-generational recreation is working in 

programming and we are looking forward to doing 

more of that soon. 
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Adult programming that we have going on 

right now, we have fitness.  And these programs 

are strictly just for adults.  So fitness, indoor 

soccer, volleyball, boxing fitness, pickle ball, 

and tennis registration.  Our youth paid 

programming, we have art clinics, boxing, soccer 

clinics, cheerleading clinics, and volleyball 

clinics. 

Our youth free programming, Music for 

Littles, Story Time with Ms. Sharon, youth and 

teen open gyms, and our newest program sensory 

time once a week that we have for toddlers.  

Summer programs are up and registration is up on 

our site for our summer camps.  We have sports 

camp registration, Little People Playtime, swim 

lessons, tennis clinics registration.   

At Davidge this summer, we're going to 

do free family swims on Friday.  Friday free -- 

Friday Family Swim.  Nicole loves to play on 

words and letters.  So Fridays Free Family.  And 

then Sundays we are going to have a free Sunday 

Sensory Swim dedicated to just the sensory 

individuals in the mornings before it's open to 

the public.  We're going to have free community 

yoga and the free movie nights also throughout 
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the summer.  All those dates and times are all 

posted on our Facebook page and our registration 

site as well.   

Some special events coming up, the 

mayor mentioned the ribbon cutting on Thursday.  

Ribbon cutting is at 5:30, but the open house is 

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Fishing derby is Saturday, 

June 14th in conjunction with the Middletown 

Lion's Club.  And special thank you to Middletown 

Police Department for the basketball game on 

Saturday.  The kids were happy.  They defeated 

the police department again.  I hope they all 

recovered so far. 

MAN 1:  (Indiscernible). 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  And special thank you 

to the school district for once again allowing us 

to be in the facility.  We almost took it over 

that weekend, Saturday with the basketball game.  

And we also held our lifeguarding class that 

weekend also in the pool area.  So thank you to 

the school district for allowing us to be in 

there free of charge and bringing that to make 

sure you vote.  Because it would be impossible to 

use their facilities constantly and pay those 

fees.  So please make sure you get out there and 
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vote for that. 

May 17th we have a -- Saturday, May 

17th a 2 p.m. ribbon cutting for the Reservoir 

Mountain Biking Trails.  Ryan Yasika, who has 

headed that whole trail, he has done an 

incredible job.  On the next board of estimate 

and council we are putting up to name the trails.  

Ryan has some very interesting names and giving 

recognition to the people who've done the hard 

work there.   

So naming a trail or two after them and 

his dog who has been up there, also naming a 

trail after him.  So that will be on there to 

officially name those trails.  So we are looking 

forward to that Saturday, May 17th.  We're trying 

to make it a nice event for the city and youth 

with adults out there doing multi-generational 

recreation and showing the younger kids the 

trails and some of the easier trails for the kids 

to ride their bikes back there.  Any questions? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for Raelyn?  Alderman Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  What is 

the starting age for the boxing? 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  Boxing age 8.  
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However, we do have some -- I think a 6-year-old 

in there, two 6-year-olds who are -- as long as 

they are focused and can -- that they have that 

self-discipline and they're not running around 

trying to play tag while everyone else is 

training.  Because it is -- our numbers have 

increased and it is very busy in there and very 

structured.  So if we do have a 6-, 7-year-old 

who can stay focused and follow along with that 

structure, they are welcome to join.  But usually 

around 8. 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Thank 

you. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  You're welcome. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Anyone else? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Happy belated 

birthday, by the way. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  Thank you.  I 

appreciate it. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Happy 

birthday. 

RAELYN BERTHOLF:  Thank you, thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Thank you.  City clerk. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

Thank you, everybody.  I just want to extend my 

thanks to Sue Depew as well for the spring 

cleanup.  I know we weren't anticipating the rain 

this year.  But despite the rain, I think we had 

a great event.  Thank you to Raelyn and her staff 

at Parks and Rec, including the guys who went out 

afterwards to pick up the garbage. 

Nicole and Salinas were coming out and 

Deara and Helen from my -- Helen and Deara and 

Laurie from my office.  Helen and Leonora from 

Finance also volunteered.  It's really a citywide 

event that brings a lot of our staff together to 

come out and help keep our streets clean. 

Citywide yard sale is once again on the 

books.  Registration's opened up.  We are 

constantly looking to improve and change the 

event to make it better accessible and more 

accessible to our residents.  This time around we 

have introduced corrugated plastic signs that 

residents can get when they sign up for the yard 

sale. 

We're encouraging you to put it on your 

front lawn so everybody in the city knows that 

you are in fact a participant in the yard sale.  
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There's a QR code on it that'll link your 

visitors to your yard sale right back to our 

website so they can see where their next stop on 

their yard sale trail is.  The mayor has been 

incredibly supportive of this event.  Every year 

we try to add something new to it. 

So we have two days in June.  We have 

the 7th and 8th this year.  It's the first 

weekend in June and the first Saturday in 

September.  We've also opened up, thanks to Maria 

and the mayor's leadership, the Erie Way Park 

pavilion for folks that want to participate who 

may not have a yard to do it or a driveway to do 

it in.  We just ask that if that is what you're 

interested in you sign up by the middle of May. 

I think the deadline is May 10th.  Once 

that deadline has passed, we will open it up to 

other individuals who may want to utilize that 

space at Erie Way for their yard sale.  We don't 

provide tables.  We provide you a spot, and come 

on out with your wares.  And whatever you carry 

in, you have to carry out at the end of the day.  

So thank you to everybody for participating.  The 

link is live on our website MiddletownNY.gov. 

Also, Jacob mentioned the emergency 
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alerts.  Everybody at this point should have 

their most recent water bill in their houses if 

not already in their mailboxes, and there was 

another insert this time with directions and ways 

to sign up to get our emergency alerts as well as 

our weekly newsletter that we send out.  With 

that said, that's it for me. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Any 

questions for the city clerk?  All right.  Thank 

you.  Remarks of aldermen.  Alderman Masi. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  I think you 

heard enough from me tonight. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Thank you very 

much.  I just -- to sort of put my day hat on 

here and -- about the school budget coming up and 

the elections and everything like that, this is a 

process that has been going on for months.   

And if you are interested in seeing all 

of the presentations, you can watch the video.  

You can see the questions and answering sessions 

between our board and the folks you saw today, 

Superintendent Creeden and Assistant 

Superintendent Tuttle.  You can go on the 
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district website, which is 

www.middletowncityschools.org.  If you start just 

typing in Middletown City Schools, make sure you 

get the website that's blue.  There's one in Ohio 

that's purple.  So you don't want to get mixed 

up.  But they have put a lot of time into this 

budget and the presentations.  And we were 

talking about transparency on our end about 

things.  This is something that they do as well.   

So -- and then the second thing is 

about what Mr. Masi had to say today with his 

questions.  And thank you, chief, for clarifying 

that.  Like I didn't know where you were going to 

go with that.  And I'm listening.  And you start 

to hear things, and it gets a little bit more 

severe, and a little bit more severe, and a 

little bit more severe. 

And to make the implication that people 

don't feel safe is so irresponsible and 

reprehensible for what results or amounts to an 

attempt at political gain.  That is a terrible 

thing to do.  And you know, it just kept coming 

at us in different questions and as Mr. Masi is 

saying to the chief and he's answering them. 

Then then you mention us, that we're 
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not supporting this whole process.  And I don't 

get it.  It's dangerous.  What are you trying to 

do here?  And I started to think about it.  It's 

like if you have questions of the chief, you're 

actually in a role right now where you can ask 

questions of the chief.  But clearly from 

listening, that hasn't happened.  So what, all of 

a sudden now we're going to represent three-

quarters of the city that you've been supposedly 

representing now and you're waiting to see if an 

election happens? 

If you have the concerns that this is 

not a safe city and you're going to throw that 

out there on social media, so you are absolute 

correct to ask those questions.  Absolutely 

correct to ask those questions.  So that's all I 

got.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Green. 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Thank you very 

much.  Yeah, with the school-district-wise, I did 

-- not just because my niece was in it, but I was 

able to go to the High School Musical this past 

weekend, the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 

Bee.  Man, was that hilarious and was the 
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production amazing.  The talent of our district 

and the students and the pit orchestra, you know, 

you would've thought it was a recording off of 

the Broadway stage.  You kind of have to, you 

know, pinch yourself when you're in there. 

Really just second to none.  So kudos 

to everyone, all the directors and the students 

who were involved in that and the high school.  

And I know Presidential Park has their 101 

Dalmatian kids' version coming up.  So that's 

something to look forward to as well.  So a lot 

going on there on the fine arts side. 

Yeah, so it was at SUNY Orange today.  

It's a place that's near and dear to my heart.  I 

hadn't been in Morrison in -- for 15 years.  And 

it was beautiful to see everything just, you 

know, again, and all the beautiful work that was 

done in the rehab of that building on the site of 

the college there. 

And I do -- you know, in light of 

everything that those aldermen before me have 

said, you know, I do have to thank both the 

police chief and the DPW commissioner for just 

the responsiveness any time I've reached out to 

them as well.  You know, really for being there 
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and going out of your way, you know, 99.9 percent 

of the time, you know, handling something 

immediately when, you know, it may seem only 

urgent to ourselves. 

But you know, definitely there's 

openness and communication and things that you 

might not see on the cameras that go on behind 

the scenes that really show just how wonderful 

this community is.  So thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Thank you.  

We have a constituents meeting next Monday, May 

12th.  And our DPW Commissioner Jacob will be 

there.  So that should be a good one. 

I also want to thank everyone involved 

with the Cinco de Mayo celebration and Maria and 

everyone in your department and the Paramount for 

stepping up in light of the weather having that 

mostly inside.  It was a great thing and it does 

show the heart and soul of Middletown.  So thank 

you for that. 

The mayor did mention I think that the 

Hillside Cemetery tour is this coming Saturday, 

and that's from noon to 5 p.m.  And if you 
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haven't been to historic Hillside Cemetery, I 

mean, they -- Fred Isseks and Andy Mills, they do 

a great job on getting, again, students involved.  

And the students take the roles of famous people 

who are in the cemetery.  But that cemetery, 

built in 1861, and continuing since then, but 

that was the start of it.  And it is on the 

National Register of Historic Places and for a 

good reason.  It's an amazing place, so I would 

encourage people to take that tour. 

I want to wish the young DoorDash 

person who was shot in Chester, I want to wish 

him well.  It's a horrible thing.  And he is a 

Middletown resident.  So I hope he is able to 

make a full recovery. 

May is also Frontline Workers 

Appreciation Month.  We declared that I think at 

the last meeting.  So I want to thank all our 

frontline and emergency workers and everyone.  We 

do take them for granted way too often.  The 

budget vote.   

Well, I did say at the time the day 

after the inauguration that it was inauguration, 

not a coronation.  And considering what's going 

on in Washington, trying to turn it into a 



 
 
 
 
 
 

73 

coronation, and we're a no-kings country.  We 

have a constitution.  We have a separation of 

powers.  And when your president is asked is he 

obligated to follow the constitution after he 

takes his oath of office to defend, preserve, and 

protect the Constitution of the United States and 

he says I don't know, we know.  So keep 

protesting.  Keep making your voices heard.  

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson. 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Thanks.  

Citywide yard sale, you're like reinventing the 

phenomenon.  This is like amazing.  Very cool. 

Park and Rec, inter-generational 

activities and more art?  Who could ask for 

anything more.  Go. 

The -- you know, those of us who have 

been privileged enough to raise children often 

try to impart philosophy to take the high road 

when you can.  And impart that philosophy because 

it's difficult.  It's a lot easier to just go 

down.  As Michelle once said, when they go low, 

we go high perhaps. 

The interaction between Mr. Masi and 
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the chief of police this evening is a real test 

to trying to continue to take the high road.  So 

I'll do my best to stay on the high road.  I 

might fall off the edge.  You never know.  But to 

the chief who comports himself with honesty, 

integrity, and humility, the attributes to which 

we have become accustomed, thank you.  Thanks. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Jean-Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Yes.  

Good evening.  DPW commissioner -- committee met 

this evening.  We discussed the short-term 

rentals.  I want to thank the mayor for his 

feedback on the short-term rental.  Hopefully we 

have a resolution follow soon.   

And Gerry, thank you for bringing that 

up.  The young that actually got shot, he 

actually lives in my neighborhood on my street 

and I reached out to one of the family members, 

his sister who's home today.  He's doing a lot 

better.  So thank you for bringing that up.  

That's all I have. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Wow.  I wasn't 
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going to say anything tonight, but there's so 

much stuff here.  So the police chief and the 

police department, I'd like to thank you.  I do 

feel safe in our neighborhoods.  Whenever I've 

called the police and it only needed one car, I 

see five cars show up.  I mean, it's -- and 

quickly.  I don't -- I feel safe in every area of 

the city.  I've walked every block of the city 

pretty much.  I feel safe everywhere, so thank 

you. 

For Susan Depew and all the people that 

Rick mentioned that worked behind the scenes to 

support the citywide cleanup, thank you.  It 

makes it -- you make it look so easy. 

For Superintendent Creeden and the 

members of the school board, they're still here, 

thank you, you know, for putting forth a very 

responsible budget.  As a taxpayer, you know, 

I'll use the business kind of term.  I think the 

return in investment for what we pay in taxes is 

incredible.  And thank you guys for investing and 

have, you know, not just a five-year plan, but a 

ten-year plan.  You can see that you're planning 

ahead.  You're planning for the future and that's 

great to see. 
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And the national news, I mean, someone 

mentioned the diversity, equity, and inclusion, 

and our schools might lose money because of that.  

Diversity means, you know, diversity of cultures.  

Equity means fairness.  Inclusion means 

inclusiveness.  And to be against diversity, 

equity, and inclusion I think you'd have to 

ignore the hundreds of years of legal and de 

facto segregation and discrimination of people 

that weren't included in colleges or careers. 

And so, you know, in some countries of 

the world we have -- there's horrible 

relationships between ethnic and religious 

groups.  But here in America, we celebrate 

diversity.  And I think the Cinco de Mayo 

celebration is just another way that we celebrate 

diversity and inclusiveness in our community.  So 

we're heading in the right direction.  I don't 

know about the current administration.  Thank 

you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

New business. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Good evening.  

We have a resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi 

accepting Amendment Number 7 for the additional 



 
 
 
 
 
 

77 

funding for the Orange County Department Office 

of the Aging for the '24/'25 Goldenarea 

Transportation Program. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi, seconded 

by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  
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Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois 

authorizing a budget transfer within the 2025 

Department of Public Works budget to cover the 

costs of vehicle purchases. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois, 

seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin 

authorizing the acceptance of a grant of $275,000 

in CREST through Senator Skoufis' Office. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Tobin, seconded 

by Alderman Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Mayor, can 

you just give us a brief on the $275,000? 

MAYOR JOSEPH DESTEFANO:  As you know, 

we've had great success in the grant department.  

And one of the reasons, especially for the last 

two years, has been Senator Skoufis.  This is a  

-- was brought to our attention by members of the 

Goldenarea Club at the senior center and other 

seniors who patronize the different programs 

there that their bathrooms needed an upgrade. 

So when Senator Skoufis paid a visit to 

the center, they conveyed that message to him 

also.  We worked together with Maria on 

submitting some documentation to the senator, and 

he was able to secure I believe out of this 275 

about 110 or so, 120 is going to improvements to 

the senior center restrooms, the public part of 

the restrooms. 
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The other part of the grant is a camera 

upgrade that the chief can probably address a 

little bit better.  I think it's replacing some 

of the -- I think you called them Legacy cameras, 

the older camera systems that were in downtown.  

But I believe the money can be spent -- the chief 

did submit a document identifying where that 

money would be spent.  But -- so the two -- part 

one is investment in the senior center, and part 

two is security cameras in parts of the city. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Okay.  

Thank you.  All right.  Anyone else?  Alderman 

Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  I had to look 

this up because I didn't know what CREST funding 

was, and it is Community Resiliency Economic 

Sustainability and Technology Program.  So that's 

what the funding is for, and I fully support it.   

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  It's 

not toothpaste like Mr. Masi said.  All right.  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-
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Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson 

authorizing salary adjustments and review of 

employee exemption status in accordance with New 

York state law. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson, 

seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 
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ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi authorizing 

the treasurer to transfer funds within the 

citywide budget to cover final 2024 fiscal year 

overdrafts. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi, seconded 

by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  Roll. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing 

approval of CDM Smith proposal for the Indigo 

Water Source Development and Funding Commitment. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Witt, seconded 

by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  Roll. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green 

authorizing an amendment to Chapter 438 of the 

City Code regarding tobacco, hookah, and vaping 

establishment licenses. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green, seconded 
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by Alderman Kleiner.  Any discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner 

authorizing an amendment to Chapter 460 of the 

City Code to prohibit left turns from the Park 

Circle parking lot onto North Street. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  
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Resolution sponsored by Alderman Kleiner, 

seconded by Alderman Green.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson 

authorizing a public hearing on a proposed short-

term rental legislation. 
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PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson, 

seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any discussion?  

Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.   

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Johnson? 
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ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Mr. President, 

in view of the conversation we had in DPW earlier 

this evening, I would like to offer a resolution 

to the floor making Prospect a one-way street 

between Wickham and Linden in a westerly 

direction. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Johnson.  Do I 

have a second?  Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 

ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 
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CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Carries.  

Audit? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Mr. President, I 

move that the accounts be audited, that the 

claims be adjusted, and the city treasurer be 

authorized to issue warrants for their payment. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Resolution sponsored by Alderman Masi, seconded 

by -- 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Second. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  -- 

Alderman Johnson.  Roll. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Tobin? 

ALDERMAN SPARROW TOBIN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Jean-

Francois? 

ALDERMAN JUDE JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Johnson? 

ALDERMAN PAUL JOHNSON:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Green? 
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ALDERMAN ANDREW GREEN:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Witt? 

ALDERMAN KEVIN WITT:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Masi? 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  President 

Rodrigues? 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Aye. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  Resolution 

carries. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  Don't 

go anywhere.  We got round two.  For the good of 

the city. 

CLERK RICHARD MCCORMACK:  We have one 

speaker this evening, Mr. Kevin Gomez. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  You're 

making friends. 

KEVIN GOMEZ:  All right.  Mr. 

President, Your Honor the Mayor, esteemed members 

of the common council, this year marks the 60th 

anniversary of Head Start launched May 18, 1965 

by President Lyndon Johnson.  Head Start has, for 

over half a century, empowered parents throughout 

our country in cities like our own with the tools 

and resources for every child regardless of 
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circumstance at birth to have the ability to 

reach their full potential. 

Among Head Start's resources are pre-

natal services for new mothers, dental hygiene 

and preventative services and preventative 

medical care for young children, early childhood 

education for children, and expanded daycare 

services for working parents.  Over 30 million 

children have benefited from the services offered 

by Head Start.  And then over the year bipartisan 

support, including the Head Start Act of 1981 

signed by President Reagan. 

But sadly, that appears to be changing.  

Despite that, we had great news in October when 

Mayor DeStefano accompanied by Senator Skoufis 

and former Assemblywoman Gunther announced that 

our local Head Start under the auspices of RECAP 

will be one of the new tenants at the soon-to-be-

restored O&W station. 

And now we hear that the federal 

administration is planning to ax Head Start just 

like it tried to cut the federal lifeline for our 

O&W restoration.  And as a member of our 

community I join our council and our mayor to say 

no, you will not. 
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So today I come before the common 

council urging that we all work together on 

behalf of our working families to make sure that 

Head Start's here to stay, that we stand in 

support of Head Start, its vision, and ideals, 

which remind me of that verse of Proverbs: Train 

up a child in the way he should go so that when 

is old he will not depart. 

And that's what Head Start's all about, 

preparing not some but all our children for a 

reward in the future.  I urge everybody to visit 

the National Head Start Association Facebook page 

and sign the Head Start birthday e-card in 

support of Head Start.  And I also urge 

Congressman Ryan and along with Senator Schumer 

and Gillibrand to lead the fight so the Head 

Start won't die but will endure. 

But more important, let's stand 

together in support of Head Start as one of our  

-- as a united community.  In the words of 

President Johnson, we are going to need a million 

good neighbors, volunteers who will give their 

time for a few hours each week caring for these 

children helping in 100 ways to grow out the 

potentials.  We need teachers and doctors.  We 
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need men and women of all walks of -- and all 

interests to lend their talents and their warmth 

and their hands and their hearts.  That, my 

friends, is what Middletown is all about.   

So that soon, no matter what setbacks 

get thrown our way, we will join our mayor, Mayor 

DeStefano, in the future ribbon-cutting ceremony 

for not only for our new O&W station, but we will 

also inaugurate our new and expanded Middletown 

Head Start to serve future generations of our 

children so that none be left behind.  Oh, just 

in time. 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Oh, that was 

good. 

KEVIN GOMEZ:  Kept my word. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  

Alderman Kleiner? 

ALDERMAN GERALD KLEINER:  Very quickly, 

the last we heard last night was that Head Start 

was off the chopping block.  Who knows from day 

to day?  But thank you, Kevin. 

PRESIDENT J. MIGUEL RODRIGUES:  All 

right.  Move for adjournment. 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH MASI:  So move. 

(Adjourned) 
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